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Calvin may not 
seem the ideal 
travel companion 
because of his 
reputation for 

being austere and forbidding. 
However, a little closer 
acquaintance makes the idea 
of journeying with him more 
appealing. For one thing he 
travelled in some very pleasant 
places. Born in Noyon in northern 
France, Calvin travelled around 
much of France, visited a friend 
in Italy and can be found in 
various German and Swiss cities. 
However, he is most associated 
with Geneva, from where his 
influence spread across Europe 
and beyond. 

More significantly, what 
happened in these pleasant places 
is of continuing importance. 
Equipped with an excellent 
education, Calvin was deeply 
influenced by the new thinking 
in the sixteenth century that 
taught people to rediscover the 
true message of the Bible. During 
his university studies Calvin 
became a sincere Christian, and 
although his desire was to be an 

academic, God had other plans. 
A ‘chance’ meeting in Geneva 
changed the course of his life and 
Calvin reluctantly agreed to stay 
and lead the reformation there. 
People from across Europe came 
and saw what he was doing, and 
as young pastors and evangelists 
returned to Calvin's homeland 
his influence spread.

Calvin wrote letters to leaders 
and ordinary people, many 
suffering for their faith, but he 
was also a prolific author, and 
his Institutes of the Christian 
Religion and commentaries on the 
Bible made his name famous. His 
preaching and lecturing brought 
hundreds of young men to learn 
from his clarity and wisdom.

Today we live with the positive 
legacy of his achievements as 
we do with few others, and 
we can uncover Calvin as a 
man—both his strengths and 
his weaknesses. He is a good 
travelling companion, whether 
you visit some of the places he 
knew, or travel his road of faith 
through, as he himself expressed 
it, ‘the labyrinth’ of this world to 
the eternal city of God.
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Facing page: John Calvin in early middle age. 
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