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To say ‘meet 
Billy Graham’ 
seems almost 
unnecessary. 
Few people, 

either in Britain, America, 
or throughout the rest of the 
world, are so widely known. 
Since the 1940s, Dr. Graham has 
preached to nearly 215 million 
people. Over 185 countries and 
territories have borne witness to 
his faithful stewardship of the 
Great Commission. He has been 
a valued friend to presidents, and 
leaders of every description. In 
December 2001 he was given an 
honorary knighthood by Queen 
Elizabeth II for his international 
contribution to civic and 
religious life. The world had 
truly become his parish.

But it was not always so. 
Raised on a farm in North 
Carolina, amidst the hardships 
of the Great Depression, few 
would have predicted the future 
for Graham that followed. 
Everything changed in 1934 
when, at the age of sixteen, he 
made a decision for Christ on 
the proverbial ‘sawdust trail’. 
That decision has since led to 
the spiritual transformation of 
millions of lives.

For over fifty years, Dr. 
Graham’s ministry has been 
international in scope. It all 
started in London’s Harringay 
Arena in the spring of 1954. Two 
million people attended crusades 
over a period of three months, 
and thousands came to faith. Sir 
Winston Churchill met with Dr. 
Graham, and he was invited to 
preach before Queen Elizabeth 
in the chapel of Windsor Castle. 
The Harringay Crusade opened 
the door for scores of subsequent 
crusades throughout the world. 
Through all of the intervening 
years—whether in Asia, Africa, 
South America or Europe, in 
nations of the Pacific rim or 
those whose shores are met by 
the waters of the Atlantic—Dr. 
Graham’s message has remained 
the same: ‘My one purpose…
is to help people find a personal 
relationship with God, which,  
I believe, comes through 
knowing Christ.’
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