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I don’t think there can be many people who haven’t 
heard of Joseph. His stories have been told far and wide, 
in schools, Sunday schools and theatres. You may have 
seen the title of this book and wondered if it was worth 
reading because you are sure you know pretty much 
everything there is to know about Joseph.

I don’t doubt that you probably know a good deal, but 
if there is one thing I have learnt, it is that, however well 
you know a story, there is always something new to be 
learnt from going over old ground and areas that maybe 
you never fully understood before.

For example: I gave my life to Jesus at the age of sixteen. 
I had grown up in a Christian home and been taught 
the Bible from day one. I had heard all about Jesus 
and how he died for us, rose again and so on. I thought 
I knew it all, yet I had not really heard any of it, as 
it meant nothing to me. It took sixteen years for me 
to truly hear how Jesus loved me so much that he 
would have died just to save me! I am so glad that on a 
particular July evening I agreed to sit again through a 
‘boring’ sermon!

It may be the same for you with Joseph. You may 
think you know it all, but try doing this little exercise. 
Before you read the next chapter, try clearing your mind 
of all the stories you have heard about Joseph and all 
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the interpretations 
of those stories. 
Clear your head of 
all the songs and 
images you have 
of Joseph and start 
from scratch with 
a clean slate. 

Please also try 
to remember that 
Joseph was a real 
person. He was not 
made up just as 
part of a nice story 
for our benefit. The 
events that are written about in the Bible really did 
happen. This was no light-hearted fairy story as far as 
Joseph was concerned.

Above all, believe me when I say that the lesson from 
Joseph is NOT that if you dream big, you can make it 
happen! As with my previous books, the essence of the 
story in this book is about God’s love for his people and 
his direction and guidance in every area of our lives, 
whether we realize we need it or not.

Joseph had to go through an awful lot in his life, 
especially during his time in Egypt, but, as we shall 
see, this was essential if God’s people were going to be 
saved from a severe famine. Let’s look at each episode 
of Joseph’s adventure in turn but also keep in mind the 
bigger picture, which is something that often only God 
can see.
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