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‘ . . . If we are Christians, 
we should not believe 
in coincidences. Nothing 
happens by accident. ‘
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Esther: God’s invisible hand

Esther is one of those books nestled in the middle of the 
Old Testament and is therefore often overlooked. If you 
have heard of Esther in church, you may recall her story 
going something like this:

•	Poor, pretty Jewish girl gets chosen by tall, 
powerful king to be his queen.

•	Nasty, evil advisor to the king tricks the king 
into ordering the killing of all Jews in his land.

•	Queen, with help of wise cousin, hatches a 
plan to trick nasty, evil advisor and persuade 
king to reverse order.

•	Nasty, evil advisor is himself put to death 
and king, queen and cousin all live happily ever 
after in palace.

Sounds a bit 
like a pantomime, 
doesn’t it? You 
can imagine the 
audience shouting 
to Esther, ‘He’s 
behind you!’

I always had a 
romantic notion 
of Esther being 
tucked away in 
a palace with 
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Esther: God’s invisible hand

a handsome, powerful 
husband. Everything in her 
life was easy, and she was 
surrounded by luxury; but 
if you actually read the book 
of Esther you soon realize 
that my childhood ideas of 
this woman were completely 
wrong and her story was no 
pantomime!

The real deal!
In reality, by the time we start reading her story, Esther 
had already lost her parents. She was taken away from 
her loving older cousin and made to live among strangers, 
many of whom would not have been pleasant to her. She 
had to live with the constant threat of being put to death 
by her own husband if she put one foot wrong.

Esther faced a powerful advisor who hated her Jewish 
race with a passion and was strong enough to command 
the whole race to be killed. 
Only with her cousin’s 
advice did Esther manage 
to prevent this awful 
tragedy. During all this 
time, her own life would 
have been very much at 
risk, too!

It now sounds a bit 
more like a thriller than a 
pantomime, doesn’t it?
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Esther: God’s invisible hand

What have I missed out?
Re-read the paragraphs above and you will notice that 
there is something—or someone, I should say—I have 
made no mention of. Even if you have never read the 
book of Esther and have no idea who she was, it shouldn’t 
be	too	difficult	for	you	to	work	it	out.

Remember, Esther was in the Bible, God’s book. For 
a book to be in the Bible it has to be about God and his 
love for us. It has to contain God’s plan to save his people 
from their enemies and from their own sin. So where is 
God in this story?

He’s not there, but he clearly is!
Believe it or not, God’s name is not mentioned anywhere 
in the book of Esther. It is the only Bible book to have 
that claim to fame.

However, just because his name isn’t mentioned 
anywhere, it does not mean that God wasn’t working 
behind the scenes throughout the whole story. Hopefully, 
I will be able to show you how and where.

To help you right at the start, I want to remind you of 
a subject that I mentioned in my previous books on Ruth 
and Simon Peter—‘coincidence’.

If we are Christians, we should not believe in 
coincidences. Nothing happens by accident. There are 
many times in Esther’s story where you might be tempted 
to think, ‘What an amazing coincidence that so and so 
came along or such and such happened at just the right 
time!’ Whenever you are tempted to think like that, try 
to stop your train of thought and realize that that was 
when God was working behind the scenes.
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