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More than a Love Story

Ruth is a familiar Bible book, and the story may be 
well known to you already. Boys may quite easily have 
dismissed it as a boring love story, and girls may think 
the story is sweet but not seen more to it than the 
romance. However, there is a different side to the book 
of Ruth. Yes, it is a love story, but it is so much more 
than that. By reading through the following chapters, I 
hope you will see that:

•The book of Ruth is a story of a girl who had a very 
diffi cult life and a very diffi cult choice to make! 
•It is a story of a mother-in-law who had the most 
incredible faith and trust in God and was such a 
witness that her daughter-in-law began to follow 
and trust that same God.
•It is also, and I would say mainly, a story of a God 
who loves each one of us and has a plan for each 
one of us! We can go through diffi cult times and 
wonder: If God loves us, why has this happened? 
Naomi, Ruth’s mother-in-law, felt really deserted 
by God at the start of the book and it is not hard to 
see why; but God had a plan.

There can sometimes seem no purpose in the bad things 
that happen in our lives, and we may never know why 
they have happened, but as the book of Ruth ends, it 
shows that God’s hand has been guiding right from the 
start! 
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God’s providence
Some very clever men use the term ‘God’s providence’ in 
talking about the story of Ruth. If you hear this phrase, 
try to remember that it means God’s guidance or steering 
in the right direction. This can refer to his guiding of 
history, nature or people. 

If Ruth had not gone through the trials recorded in 
this book, she would never have met her husband Boaz. 
They would never have had children or grandchildren, 
and their descendant King David would not have been 
born. 

If King David had not been born, then his descendants, 
which include Jesus, would not have been born, and we 
would be in dire straits!

We all actually owe a lot to Ruth, but we 
owe even more to our God, who led her 
through the diffi cult times to a wonderful 
end. He will do the same for us, I promise, if 
we only trust him—even when it seems very 
diffi cult to trust him. 

Here is an example: My mother was brought up by 
Christian parents, but at the age of twenty she had still 
not given her life to Jesus. She went to church to please 
her parents, but God meant little to her. However, she 
meant an awful lot to God, and he had a plan for her 
life.

A group of young local preachers, who were still doing 
their training at Bible college, were booked to hold a 
mission (a special service aimed at those who have not 
yet become Christians). My mum wasn’t very interested, 
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but a few of her friends were going and she had been 
allowed to leave work early at her aunt’s shop in order 
to attend.

Well, the speaker that day was so good and explained 
everything so clearly that she realized her parents were 
right: she had no option but to give her life to Jesus there 
and then.

However, she got more than she bargained for! She 
went to this young preacher after the service and thanked 
him, telling him that she had become a Christian that 
night. They kept in touch, and two years later that 
young preacher became her husband. God clearly had 
an amazing plan for the two of them that mission night, 
and I am very glad he did, otherwise I would never have 
been born! 

Christians do not believe in coincidences! I truly 
believe that God guided my mother to attend the mission 

service when she normally would not have 
done so and give her life to him that night. He 

guided my father to arrange this mission 
with his friends at her local church and 
guided both of them to keep in touch 
and allow romance to fl ourish. That is 
God’s providence. 

There are only four chapters to the book of Ruth, so if 
you have never read it before, or if it has been a while 
since you did, try reading it for yourself from beginning 
to end. Then let us go through it, bit by bit, to uncover 
what God has to say to us in this book (other than that 
he loves a great love story!). There may be parts that 
you do not understand, but hopefully any questions you 
have will be answered as we look at Ruth in greater 
detail together.
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Think tank 

1. Did you think Ruth was just a love story?

2. From this chapter and from reading the book of 

Ruth yourself, can you think of any themes Ruth 

brings up other than love? (Think of guidance, 

trust, faith, providence, obedience …)

3. In your own words, write down what you think 

‘God’s providence’ means.

4. Can you think of an example of when God’s 

providence has been at work in your life or in the 

life of someone you know?
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