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Mr Humble

Mr Humble is the name we may give to a
man the Lord Jesus spoke about in one of
his stories. I wonder how you would

describe a humble person? It is quite difficult, and
perhaps it is easier to think of opposites.

The opposite of humble is proud. Proud people
have big opinions of themselves, and humble people
do not.

Perhaps you are good at Language or Maths, or
at playing football or netball. If you are good at any
of these things, you may be either proud or humble
about it.

Proud people talk a lot about themselves.
Humble people keep quiet about themselves. Proud
people want others to know how much better or
cleverer they are. They like comparing themselves
with others.

Humble people do the opposite. They do not draw
attention to themselves, and they do not enjoy
comparing themselves with other people.

Let us listen to Jesus’ story, and see if you can tell
which of the two men Jesus talked about was Mr
Humble.

Two men went up to the Temple in Jerusalem to
pray: one was a very religious person, called a
Pharisee, and the other was someone not liked very
much because he was a tax-collector.
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Did you know?

The Temple
The Temple was the
special place in
Jerusalem where the
Jews worshipped God.
The first Temple was
built by King Solomon,
and he followed the
instructions God had
given to his father,
David. It was destroyed
twice by invading
armies and then
rebuilt again. At the
time of the Lord Jesus’
ministry it was being
rebuilt. The Temple
was one of the
wonders of the world.
It was made of white
marble, and was
covered with a thin
layer of gold. In AD 70
the Temple was
destroyed again—this
time by the Romans—
and it has not been
rebuilt.
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The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself:
‘God,’ he said, ‘I thank you that I am not like all
other men—robbers, evil-doers, adulterers—or
even like this tax-collector. I go without food twice a
week and give you a tenth of everything I earn.’

But the tax-collector stood at a distance. He
would not even look up to heaven, but beat upon his
chest with sorrow, and prayed, ‘God be merciful to
me, a sinner.’

Who was Mr Proud? And who was Mr Humble?
The Pharisee was Mr Proud, and the tax-collector
was Mr Humble.

The Lord Jesus said that Mr Proud went home
unforgiven. He had not really been praying at all.
Instead of praying, he had been talking to himself
and any around him who may have been listening.
But Mr Humble went home with all his sins
completely forgiven by God.

The Bible tells us something about God which we
always need to remember: ‘God opposes the proud
but gives grace to the humble.’

After telling his story, the Lord Jesus said,
‘Everyone who thinks too much of himself will
become a nobody, and whoever humbles himself
will become a somebody.’

All the time we are proud, we cannot receive
God’s forgiveness for our sins. That was why the
Pharisee went home unforgiven. If we are proud,
God is not pleased with us, just as he was not
pleased with the Pharisee.

The Pharisee thought God was pleased with him
because he went often to church, prayed many
prayers, and gave some of his money to God. But
much more important to God was whether or not
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True or False?

Place a ‘T’ where true,
and a ‘F’ where false
against these
sentences:

Humble people talk a
lot about themselves.

Proud people think
they are important.

Humble people are
glad when others do
well.

Proud people are quick
to admit their
mistakes.
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the Pharisee was humble before him and others.
The Lord Jesus, God’s Son, who told this story, is
the most wonderful Person who has ever lived in
this world. Although so important he was never
proud. He treated everyone with respect, and he
kept on surprising his disciples by how humble he
was, especially as one day he washed their feet, and
later even went to the Cross to die in their place.

If you met Mr Proud and Mr Humble, which of
them would you choose to be your friend? I think
you would pick Mr Humble, because proud people
are never attractive.

The Lord Jesus wants all his followers to
remember his example and to walk in his footsteps.
That is an important secret of being humble.

Where to read: Luke 18:9–14
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