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2 Samuel 5:1–5

I
remember our queen’s coronation; it rained  Many
thousands of people lined the route and huge numbers
camped out all night by the roadside and the sales of
cardboard periscopes rocketed as the people at the back

of the pavements got ready to ‘look over the heads’ of those in
front of them.

It was all on television, black and white of course. As we
didn’t own a set, my mum and I went to an older cousin of mine
who owned one. In those days there were only two kinds, those
with nine-inch screens or, if you could afford it, a twelve-inch
version. It was a very exciting time. We could actually see the
coronation as it happened, then within a few days we could see
the whole thing in colour on the newsreels at the cinemas. The
older people could remember the 1937 coronation of King
George VI; in fact our town had a ‘Coronation Clock’ in the
High Street which was donated at that time to commemorate
the event.

In 2 Samuel 5 we have details of David’s coronation. He
had been anointed king many years before by the prophet
Samuel, and later he had been acclaimed as king by the
people of Judah. Now, many years later still ‘all the tribes of
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Israel came to David at Hebron’ and acknowledged him as
their king.

A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP

People from all over the land came to David. Formerly Saul
was king but he had spent many of his years hunting down and
trying to kill David. However, the Lord had delivered David
from Saul’s hand, but now the former king was dead.
Although many people were glad to be rid of Saul, David
mourned his passing. David was sad particularly about the
death of Saul’s son, his dear friend Jonathan. David had
lamented, ‘I grieve for you, Jonathan, my brother; you were
very dear to me. Your love for me was wonderful’ (2 Samuel
1:26).

Since the death of Saul and Jonathan various children of
Saul had tried to become king but none had succeeded because
God had already chosen David to be king over the land. We
might think we know what is best for us and our friends but
God’s plan and purpose for our lives is what matters more than
anything else. We should all be seeking to live out God’s
purposes in our lives.

The elders from each of the tribes of Israel came to David
and said, ‘We are your own flesh and blood’ (5:1) (i.e. they
were all part of David’s family). They all had the same father,
Abraham. They had all sprung from the same forebears. They
all worshipped the same God and they wanted David to be
their leader. As they came to pay him homage David showed
that he welcomed them as his brothers.

This picture reminds us of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is
what he did for us, if we are his born-again people. ‘In bringing
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many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and
through whom everything exists, should make the author of
their salvation perfect through suffering. Both the one who
makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same
family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers’
(Hebrews 2:10–11).

When these men came to David they were absolutely certain
of what they wanted. ‘They came to Hebron fully determined
to make David king over all Israel’ and there was no doubt in
their mind that he was the one they wished to follow. Not only
was he of the same family as themselves, but he was the one
person they wanted to be king over them. ‘All the rest of the
Israelites were also of one mind to make David king’
(1 Chronicles 12:38).

There had been some hesitancy earlier, but now they were
united in wanting David as their king. We cannot hope to win
our neighbourhood for Christ unless we and our fellow-
Christians are united in our desire for evangelism. Disunity in
a church, or among any people, is the greatest hindrance to
progress. There must be love, joy and peace—and there must
be a determination to put aside differences which may divide
us. We must unite under one leader, the Lord Jesus Christ, and
take our orders from him alone and the only place where we
find those instructions is in the Bible, God’s inerrant word.

A PROVEN TRACK RECORD

David had proved himself to the people and to God. He had
made mistakes in the past and he was going to make many
more in the future, but this did not alter the fact that he had
proved himself to be a man after God’s heart, in whom the
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Spirit of the Lord was clearly seen. First of all, David had
confessed his sin to God and to those he had sinned against.
When he did so, he discovered that God had freely forgiven
him when he was truly contrite. Although he sometimes had to
remain in the background for a while, he was eventually
brought back to the word of the Lord. ‘He who never makes
mistakes never makes anything’ is a popular and true saying,
but David could rejoice in this: ‘Blessed is he whose
transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is
the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in
whose spirit there is no deceit’ (Psalm 32:1–2).

David had led the people well in all their military
campaigns. ‘You were the one who led Israel’ was how they
viewed David. However, David knew that it was the Lord who
had led them; nevertheless it was David who had the skill and
courage to follow the leadings of God and go on and defeat
their enemies. His natural talents had been brought under
subjection to the Holy Spirit and those abilities had been fine-
tuned by spiritual gifts.

Such gifts are meant to be used for God’s glory. In 1933 the
late Gracie Fields sang, ‘I took my harp to a party but nobody
asked me to play.’ Sometimes Christians have God-given skills
but the leaders in their churches never give them opportunity
to exercise these because ‘the pastor does everything’.

A DIVINE APPOINTMENT

The people reminded David that the Lord had said to him,
‘You shall shepherd my people Israel’ (5:2) even though God
was their Shepherd. Psalm 100:3 says, ‘Know that the LORD is
God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people,
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the sheep of his pasture.’ Isaiah says, ‘He tends his flock like a
shepherd. He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them
close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young’
(40:11). Micah also looks forward to the Messiah who will
‘stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD’
(Micah 5:4).

How does God shepherd his people? He uses under-
shepherds, pastors and other church leaders. In the days of the
Old Testament the king was the shepherd who was God’s
ordained leader of his people and he had various elders of the
people to carry out his commands. David, who had spent all of
his early life looking after sheep, would have been eminently
qualified to lead the people.

But not only was David to be God’s shepherd, he was to be
his ruler as well. Who is worthy of such a tremendous task?
Only a man in whom dwells the Spirit of God. Although David
must often have felt unworthy, he accepted the challenge and
allowed himself to be anointed as king over Israel (5:3). He
knew that those whom God calls he also equips. He knew that
God was with him and that he would help him carry out his
weighty responsibilities.

A WONDERFUL KING

David proved to be one who would unite the whole nation. For
the first time in their history they were all pulling in the same
direction, at the same time. They were all bound up together as
one nation under God, under David’s leadership. Yet David
was merely a foreshadowing of the one who would be called
‘great David’s greater Son’.

Jesus Christ is the only one who can bring all people
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together in unity. It is only as we come to the foot of Christ’s
cross and confess our sin that we can be accepted as one of his
subjects and then he calls us to be his brothers and sisters.
However, we must first repent of our sins, turn to him in faith
and acknowledge our allegiance to his cause.

Christ has been anointed our shepherd and our ruler. He is
God’s chosen servant and he now reigns in heaven. Listen to
the words of Abner when he conferred with the elders of Israel
a few years before this, ‘For some time you have wanted to
make David your king. Now do it’ (2 Samuel 3:17–18). God
calls us all to act in the same way in our allegiance to the Lord
Jesus Christ.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

1. Study the conflict between the house of Saul and the house of

David in 2 Samuel 3 and 4 and especially note 2 Samuel 3:1.

2. Study the following Scriptures and note the importance of loyalty

to the Lord and our fellow-believers—Genesis 39:22–23; 2 Kings

12:15; Nehemiah 7:2; 1 Corinthians 4:17; Hebrews 3:2, 5; Revelation

2:13.

3. Notice the importance of unity among God’s people (see

2 Chronicles 30:12; Psalm 133; John 17:23; Romans 15:5; Ephesians

4:3; Colossians 3:14).

TO THINK ABOUT AND DISCUSS

1. Think about an important task you have been called to perform—

perhaps promotion to a more responsible position in your company.

What kind of skills did you need to motivate those in your team to
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produce the work necessary for the company to progress?

2. Share some experiences which you have had where you have been

asked to tell lies for the company or otherwise compromise your

Christian faith.

3. How would you seek to encourage unity in a church or

congregation where there is a large measure of disagreement and

hostility?
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