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The Good  
        Shepherd

Reading: Psalm 23
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I suppose that Psalm 23 is the best known of all the psalms. 

I expect that most of us learned it at day school, recited 

it at Sunday school, or were taught it in our homes when 

we were children. How many times throughout our lives, 

when faced with difficulties and problems which seemed 

unsolvable, have we turned to this psalm for courage, 

comfort and hope? ‘The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 

be in want … Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil.’

David under attack
King David wrote this psalm—David the warrior-king who 

once had been a shepherd boy. When acting as a minstrel in 

the court of King Saul, he nearly lost his life when Saul, in a 

fit of jealous rage, thrust at him with a spear; David had to 

flee to the mountains. He knew what it was like to be hunted, 

hungry and homeless, and later in life when he was king, his 

own son Absalom tried to depose him, and he once again had 

to flee to save his life. He also committed a crime which he 

knew was a great sin in God’s sight and for which he bitterly 

repented (2 Sam. 11–12:13). Yet, throughout all his experiences 

and hardships, he maintained a faith and trust in God. This is 

an example to us, especially when we consider that he lived 

several hundred years before Christ and knew nothing about 

the cross or the resurrection of Jesus to strengthen his faith. 

He had such a close fellowship with God that he came to know 

something of what God was really like.
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Words of encouragement

David the caring shepherd
It is logical to suppose that when David wrote this psalm he 

was looking back to the time when he was in charge of his 

father’s sheep while his brothers served in the army of King 

Saul. He remembered how he led the sheep from pasture to 

pasture; how he would look it over to make sure there was no 

poisonous herbage or snake infestation; how he would guide 

the sheep to refreshing water; and how he would care for them 

individually and tend to the injured or sick. He remembered 

how he would seek the lost or the strays; how he would have 

to guard them through the valley, where there was danger of 

attack from the lion or bear; and how he would have to stay 

alert at night when they were resting in the sheepfold. And as 

he thought of these things, he realized that, as he cared and 

looked after his sheep, so God had cared and looked after him 

right through his life. God had provided for his needs and had 

taken away the fear of death. Also, after his repentance, he had 

been forgiven and given peace of mind.

Jesus the Good Shepherd
We now know that David’s knowledge of God was true and 

right, for when Jesus was speaking to the people who were 

quite familiar with the 23rd Psalm, he told them that he, Jesus, 

is the Good Shepherd who gives his life for the sheep (John 

10:11). Jesus also told them that those who had seen him had 

seen the Father (John 14:9). So we understand that the Lord 

does care for us, just as the good shepherd cares for his sheep.

Dear friend, you may not have had the dramatic experiences 
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The Good Shepherd

of life that David had, but I am sure we have all had times of 

disappointment, times of fear, times of regret, and times of ill-

health. I venture to ask, have you exercised the same faith in 

God that David had—not with the knowledge that was David’s, 

but with the fuller knowledge of God’s love and salvation that 

was brought to us by our Lord Jesus Christ when, as the Good 

Shepherd, he laid down his life for his sheep, for you and me?

There may be some of you who think that you are good 

enough and moral enough to have no need of a Saviour. The 

Bible says that ‘all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God’ (Rom. 3:23) and also that ‘all our righteous acts are like 

filthy rags’ in God’s sight (Isa. 64:6). There may be others 

who think they are too sinful and that there is no hope for 

them. Jesus ‘came to seek and to save what was lost’ (Luke 

19:10). Also, he said that ‘whoever comes to me I will never 

drive away’ (John 6:37). ‘The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies 

us from all sin’ (1 John 1:7). Why not place your trust in Jesus 

and know the peace, comfort, joy and assurance of a place in 

the house of the Lord which, even now, our Lord is preparing 

for those who put their trust in him? The Lord Jesus desires to 

be your Shepherd, the One you can safely trust for this life and 

the life to come. ‘The Lord is my shepherd’; why not take him 

to be yours today?
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