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Chapter One

Theo could hardly believe all the exciting things which 
were happening during the Easter holidays! It had 

started when the Live Wires group from the Much Syding 
village church had gone to the New Forest for the Easter 
weekend. They had a fantastic time doing lots of  interesting 
things, and the four days had seemed like a two weeks’ 
holiday! Then he came home to find that his house, Syding 
Castle, in Little Syding village, was full of  visitors. His mum 
ran the castle as a bed and breakfast, and business was 
booming! Every guest bedroom was filled, and even the 
family was squashed up a bit as his eldest sister Penny was 
home from boarding school.

Some of  the visitors would be staying for a while because 
they were a team of  archaeologists from Oxford who were 
excavating a Roman site in the castle grounds. One of  them 
was a student called Pip who had been on a team and had 
worked there earlier in the year. Pip had made a fantastic 
discovery of  an old chapel hidden in the castle cellars. He 
and Theo had become friends, and Theo was so glad to see 
him again. 

“Hi Theo,” Pip greeted him the evening of  Easter Monday 
when he arrived home. “You promised I could share your 
turret bedroom when I came back. Is that still on offer?”
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“Do you really want to?” answered Theo. “I’ll get Mum to 

make up the spare bed if  you do!”

Theo’s bedroom was in a turret. He had to climb a 

hundred stairs to reach it, but it had a fantastic view of  all 

the countryside around. It also had a bathroom, so it was 

almost like having his own flat! He loved it.

Theo’s mum, Sally, was quite happy for Pip to share the 

turret room; in fact, she was pleased, because she was so 

short of  space for all her guests. The castle had never been 

so busy! She was very glad that when she had advertised in 

the church newsletter for someone to work with her during 

the holiday period she had been unable to choose between 

the two applicants; therefore, she had employed them both! 

Having their help had meant that not only Theo but also 

his twin sister and brother, Flick and Seb, had been able to 

go on the Live Wires weekend. Normally, all the children 

helped their mum with the B and B. It was the only way they 

were able to stay in the castle when their dad left home. He 

now lived in Australia with his new wife and little daughter, 

Lucy Jane.

Pip collected all his belongings and quickly settled into the 

turret. He set up his computer so that he could do his work 

when needed. 

“So, what’s been happening around here?” he asked Theo. 

“How’s your friend Tyler?”
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