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Part Two

   The love of  
      God the Father
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   The love of  
      God the Father

In this trilogy of blessings which Paul’s prayer represents, the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is followed by the Father’s 

love . Fundamental to our well-being as human beings is the 

need we all have to be loved . We may not think about it often, 

but on reflection we know it to be so.

Love and happiness go hand in hand . The sense of well-

being we may know at this moment—or the lack of it—will 

inevitably be tied up with how secure we feel ourselves to be in 

our relationships and in the love of those who are special to us . 

We cannot overestimate the importance of family and friends . 

To be unloved is to be unhappy .

The love of our Creator
Contrary to the impression we may often choose to give, we 

are not self-sufficient; rather, we are creatures of an almighty 

and loving Creator . Our Creator is our true security; we need 

the assurance of His love . If we meet disturbed children, we are 

usually right in guessing that their backgrounds are insecure 

and perhaps lacking in the assurance of love . Exactly the same 

is true with regard to the disturbed state of humankind . It is 

significant that Cain, having murdered his brother Abel, and 

having received the just punishment for his sin, identified 

being hidden from God’s presence with becoming ‘a restless 

wanderer on the earth’ (Gen . 4:14) . Without the security of 

God’s love, we are, as His creatures, restless and often afraid .

God’s self-revelation
God has graciously chosen to reveal His love to us . As the 
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apostle John puts it in his first letter, ‘God is love’ (1 John 

4:8,16) . He is much else besides, but everything about Him 

is consistent, and in harmony, with love . John also states the 

complementary truth that ‘God is light’ (1 John 1:5), a way of 

expressing God’s holiness . But there is nothing contradictory 

between God’s love and His holiness . They are in perfect 

accord .

If we ask the Bible, ‘What is God’s supreme attribute or 

characteristic?’, the answer comes back: ‘His goodness .’ When 

we say that God is good, we are declaring Him to be all that 

He, as God, ought to be . A truth we need to acknowledge 

about ourselves is that we are not all that we ought to be . But 

God is! God’s love is His acting in the light of His goodness, as, 

too, is His holiness .

When we love people, we do the very best we can for them . 

God’s love is the perfection of such action: ‘For God so loved 

the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life’ (John 

3:16) . Loving the world, God did the very best He could for 

men and women of the world .

The Father
In John 3:16, as in 2 Corinthians 13:14, it is God the Father of 

whom we speak . It is the Father who so loved the world that 

He gave His one and only Son . It is the Father’s love for which 

we pray. John confirms this in his first letter, when he writes, 

‘We have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be 

the Saviour of the world’ (1 John 4:14) .
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The love of God the Father

Our purpose now, therefore, is to understand for what we 

are asking when we pray, ‘May the love of God the Father be 

with us .’

Reflect on these points

1. The New Testament singles out love as the special 
characteristic of the Father in relationship to us.

2. ‘How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God! And that is what we are!’ (1 
John 3:1).

3. ‘This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his 
one and only Son into the world that we might live through 
him’ (1 John 4:9).

4. God’s Fatherhood of His spiritual children far transcends 
human fatherhood; but human fatherhood provides a basis 
for human reasoning: ‘If you, then, though you are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!’ 
(Matt. 7:11).

5. He will never do less for us than any human father would 
do for his children; He will always do more.
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