
5 God answers 
prayer

T he apostle Paul exults in the God who not

only answers prayer but is able to ‘do

exceedingly abundantly above all that we

ask or think’ (Ephesians 3:20) in response to prayer!

There was a woman who wept and prayed for

her son for years. She had a dream once that he

would be saved. Of the significance of that dream I

can say nothing, but I can quote her son as to the

persistence with which she attacked the throne of

grace. Her son later wrote these words in his so-

called ‘confessions’ in which he spoke to God:

For nearly nine years were to come (after the dream) during

which I wallowed deep in the mire and the darkness of

delusion. Often I tried to lift myself, only to plunge the

deeper. Yet all the time this chaste, devout, and prudent

woman, a widow such as is close to Your heart, never ceased

to pray at all hours and to offer You the tears she shed for me

… her prayers reached Your presence and yet You still left me

to twist and turn in the dark.1
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The mother, Monica, pleaded with a local bishop

to talk to her son, in the hopes that he could refute

his errors, drive the evil out and replace it with

good. When he refused, she pleaded all the more

earnestly. Finally, he said to her, ‘Leave me and go

in peace. It cannot be that the son of these tears

should be lost.’2 I believe he spoke with more

assurance than was warranted, but nonetheless in

the mercy of God, and in the time of God’s

choosing, he did save the man, and Augustine

would become one of the great servants of God and

his church.

With the arms of prayer you can bring your

children to him. Perhaps you cannot bring them to

church any more, but you can bring them to God.

With the arms of prayer you lift them up to him.

You cannot make them listen, but you know One

who hears you when your pour your heart out to

him. He is the God who answers prayer and he so

often does more than we could ever imagine in

answer to the prayers of his people!

And then, so often, God does more than we

expect after they are saved! Charles Spurgeon, after

his conversion, came to Baptist convictions. He
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wrote to his parents, who did not share those

convictions, and informed them of his desire to be

baptized. Both his parents gave their permission,

but his mother lamented: ‘Ah, Charles, I often

prayed the Lord to make you a Christian, but I

never asked that you might become a Baptist.’ He

replied, with his characteristic wit, ‘Ah, Mother,

the Lord has answered your prayer with his usual

bounty, and given you exceedingly abundantly

above what you asked or thought.’3

Notes

1 Augustine, Confessions (Harmondsworth, England: Penguin Books,

1977), p. 69.

2 Augustine, Confessions (Harmondsworth, England: Penguin Books,

1977), p. 70.

3 Dallimore, Spurgeon, p. 26.
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