
To be a pilgrim
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Introduction

This volume continues the studies begun in This Brief 

Journey: Loving and Living the Psalms of Ascents and 

covers Psalms 128–134 . The Israelites used this collection 

of psalms for their journeys to Jerusalem for the three 

annual pilgrim feasts: Unleavened Bread (Passover), Weeks 

(Pentecost), and Booths (Tabernacles) (Exod . 23:14–17; Deut . 

16:16) . These psalms instruct, inspire, and guide every pilgrim 

headed to Jerusalem, the believer’s heavenly home .

As with the previous volume, the chapters of this book 

began as a series of expositions delivered in Calgary, Alberta, 

and were later restudied, reworked, and preached to my 

congregation, Grace Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Hudson, 

Ohio . I am grateful to God for this assembly of believers who 

called me to be their pastor and have faithfully supported my 

ministry .

I want to thank my friends Eric Anest, Travis Dougherty, 

and Adam Miller for reading through the chapters and offering 

many helpful comments . I also want to thank Jim Holmes, 

whose vision for these studies saw them as two books instead of 

one . Peter Adam, Iain Campbell, David Jackman, Peter Lewis, 

Simon Manchester, Josh Moody, and Doug O’Donnell took 

time out of their busy schedules to read through the manuscript 

and offer encouraging endorsements . Many thanks to you, my 

dear brothers .

As always, none of my studying, preaching, teaching, or 

writing could take place without the help of my dear wife, 
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Theresa . She patiently puts up with me as I live with my nose 

in a book .

Most of all, I thank my Lord Jesus Christ, who put me on 

the pilgrim path and counted me faithful, putting me into the 

ministry .

Rhett Dodson

August 2012
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