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Habakkuk

Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the 
vines; though the labor of the olive may fail, and the fields yield 
no food; though the flock may be cut off from the fold, and 
there be no herd in the stalls—

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation.

The Lord God is my strength; he will make my feet like 
deer’s feet, and He will make me walk on my high hills. 

To the Chief Musician. With my stringed instruments.

Habakkuk 3:17–19

Here is a vital question for each of us to consider: Do we 

draw our happiness from our circumstances or from the 

Lord?

We can surely see the importance of this question. If we 

insist on finding our happiness in our circumstances, our lives 

will be like roller coasters. We will be happy one moment and 

sad the next. Why? Because our circumstances are constantly 

changing. 

But if we find our happiness in the Lord, we will always be 

happy. The Lord never changes!

Habakkuk was a man who learnt to find his happiness in 

the Lord. I say ‘learnt’ because Habakkuk did not always do 

this. At the beginning of his prophecy, we find him down in the 

dumps. And the reason is not hard to find: he and his people 

were in the midst of horrible circumstances.

Habakkuk was a prophet to the nation of Judah just a few 
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left to wonder how a holy God could use as his instrument 

of judgement a nation that is even more sinful than Judah 

(1:12–17).

So Habakkuk is not a happy man when we meet him. But 

look at the closing verses of his prophecy. Habakkuk has 

turned the corner! He says, ‘Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I 

will joy in the God of my salvation’ (v. 18).

It is very important that we realize that Habakkuk’s 

circumstances have not changed. His people are still very 

sinful, and the Babylonians are still coming!

The only thing that has changed is Habakkuk’s perspective. 

He has come to see that he has reason to rejoice even when 

his circumstances are rotten. What is that reason? It is God 

himself!

Our reasons for happiness in God are always greater than our 
reasons for unhappiness (vv. 17–18)
Look at verse 17. It is a verse of problems, and the problems 

move from the lesser to the greater. They are in an ‘ascending 

order of severity’.1

Habakkuk begins with the failure of the fig trees. Because 

figs were a delicacy, the loss of them was not all that serious.

The loss of grapes, which yielded drink for the people, was 

greater than the loss of figs. And the loss of the olives, the oil of 

which was used for cooking and lighting, was greater than the 

loss of grapes.

The greatest conceivable loss was that of ‘the flock’ (sheep) 

and the ‘herd’ (cattle). Waylon Bailey explains, ‘Sheep and 

years before the Babylonians came in to devastate the city 

of Jerusalem completely and carry most of the people into 

captivity.

The situation in which Habakkuk found himself caused him 

great consternation. He began by looking at the sinfulness of 

his people and wondering why God did not do something. As 

he looked around, he could easily see violence (1:2), iniquity, 

wickedness, strife and contention (1:3), lawlessness (1:4) and 

injustice (1:4).

God could surely set things right! Why didn’t he?

By the way, the book of Habakkuk is unique in prophetic 

literature. The other books are primarily concerned with what 

the prophets said to their people and contain little of what 

transpired between the prophet and God. Habakkuk, on the 

other hand, contains nothing of what he said to the people but 

consists of what he and God said to each other (1:1–2:20) and 

the prophet’s response to this dialogue (3:1–19).

The Lord had an answer for Habakkuk’s question, but it 

wasn’t the answer that the prophet wanted to hear. God said 

he was going to do something about the evil surrounding 

Habakkuk. God promised to ‘work a work’ (1:5) which the 

prophet would not have believed had someone other than 

God told him. This work would consist of God using the 

Babylonians as his instrument of judgement upon Judah.

Now Habakkuk has even more trouble on his hands! His 

nation is in the grip of iniquity, and God is going to correct 

it by using Babylon to destroy Judah! And Habakkuk is 
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when he gave the law to the nation of Israel (Exod. 19:16–25), 

but, surprisingly, Habakkuk says, ‘there His power was 

hidden’ (v. 4).

In everything he does, God keeps back more of his power 

than he uses. That is how great he is!

And, by the way, this glorious, sovereign God is the author 

of our circumstances. All circumstances, whether good or ill, 

come from his hand and from his heart of love for his people.

If the figs, the grapes, the olives, the flock and the herd fail, 

it is because God designed it to be so, and, if he designed it to 

be so, we can rest assured that God is achieving some purpose 

in our lives.

We can tell what our spiritual condition is by how we answer 

this question: Do we serve God because of what we can get out 

of him, or simply because he is God?

This is the issue in the book of Job. Satan suggested that the 

only reason any person ever serves God is for the blessings God 

gives him or her. Remove the blessings, and, at the same time, 

you will remove that person’s devotion. Job was a test case on 

this issue. God allowed Satan to remove the external blessings 

Job had enjoyed, and it looked for a while as if Satan was going 

to win the point. Job’s faith faltered, but then it rallied, and 

Job came out saying that he would love God even if God killed 

him (Job 13:15).

The Lord Jesus, as always, is an even greater example. He 

continued in faithful love and devotion to the Father even 

though it meant going to the cross. Why? Jesus perfectly 

goats provided wool and the occasional meat for the Israelite 

diet. Hebrews did not normally eat cattle, but they were used 

for preparing the soil for planting and other heavy work.’2

Habakkuk is not saying that he will rejoice in God if he loses 

only a little. Rather, he is saying that he will rejoice in God 

even if he loses everything!

Now what would possess a man to say such a thing? 

Had Habakkuk lost his mind? No, not for a moment! As 

we examine his words, we find that he had good and solid 

reasons for rejoicing in God even in the midst of horrendous 

circumstances.

Our reasons for being happy in God are very great indeed (vv. 
18–19)
One reason is simply this: 

God is God!

Look at the names the prophet uses for God. In verse 18, he 

calls him both ‘Lord’ and ‘God’, and in verse 19 he calls him 

‘the Lord God’.

Waylon Bailey maintains that Habakkuk used the strongest 

names available for God, names that ‘emphasize the power 

and majesty of God’.3

If we have trouble delighting in God it is because we lack 

an adequate understanding of the glory of God. God is such 

a glorious being that he deserves our love and devotion even 

when our lives are difficult. 

Just how great is our God? Habakkuk gives us an indication. 

We would say that God revealed his power on Mount Sinai 
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Although his circumstances were most trying and severe, 

Habakkuk was confident that the Lord would enable him 

to face them. He also gives us insight into one way in which 

God strengthens his people for their trials: he looks forward 

to that day when God will make their feet ‘like deer’s feet’. 

Deer are very sure-footed animals, and there is coming a day 

when God’s people will stand with sure, unslipping feet on the 

mountain of victory.

Reflect on these points

1. If we insist on finding our happiness in our 
circumstances, our lives will be like roller coasters. We 
will be happy one moment and sad the next, because our 
circumstances are constantly changing. But if we find 
our happiness in the Lord, we will always be happy. The 
Lord never changes!

2. This glorious, sovereign God is the author of our 
circumstances. All circumstances, whether good or ill, 
come from his hand and from his heart of love for his 
people.

3. Do we serve God because of what we can get out of him, 
or simply because he is God?

4. We seem often to forget that salvation from sin and 
eternal destruction is a blessing of such magnitude that 
we should rejoice even if God never blessed us in any 
other way.

 

understood that God is to be worshipped and served just 

because he is God.

A second reason Habakkuk was determined to rejoice in 

God in hard circumstances is this: 

God is the God of salvation

Look again at verse 18: ‘Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will 

joy in the God of my salvation.’

Yes, there was such a thing as salvation in Old Testament 

times! Habakkuk and all the other saints of that era were saved 

from their sins through faith in the Christ who was yet to come.

Habakkuk understood something that we seem often to 

forget, namely, that salvation from sin and eternal destruction 

is a blessing of such magnitude that we should rejoice even if 

God never blessed us in any other way.

No matter what trial comes to the Christian, and no matter 

how much it hurts, he or she can always say, ‘Thank God, I am 

saved, and because I am saved, these trials will soon be over, and 

I will be in eternal glory where there will be no more trials.’

Let us never be in doubt about how God saves his people. 

It is only through the Lord Jesus Christ and his death on the 

cross. That death was like no other. It involved Jesus receiving 

the wrath of God so that all who believe in him would never 

have to receive that wrath themselves. He bore it all so that 

they would never have to bear any of it.

God is the giver of strength

The final reason Habakkuk gives for rejoicing in God is this: 

God gives strength for the trials (v. 19).
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