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‘For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a 
root out of dry ground.’ 

Isaiah 53:2

The One of whom Isaiah spoke in His matchless prophecy 

actually had no start . The Servant of the Lord had 

always existed, and existed while Isaiah prophesied, even 

though his prophecy referred to a ministry which the Servant 

would undertake some seven centuries in the future . The One 

of whom Isaiah spoke had no beginning—He was as eternal as 

God Himself is eternal .

Yet, the One of whom Isaiah spoke, paradoxically, also 

did have a beginning, for at a particular moment in time and 

space, God became man and was born as a baby in Bethlehem, 

and then grew up to mature manhood . The incarnation is one 

of the major milestones in the story of redemption . ‘In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God … And the Word became fl esh and dwelt 

among us …’(John 1:14):

Th e Servant’s Humble Origins
‘For He shall grow up before Him as a young plant …’ Isaiah 

here seems to be referring to what were, humanly speaking, the 

humble origins and early years of the human life of the One who 

is the eternal Son of God . The Gospel records actually devote 

relatively little space to this period, their focus being—in line 

with Isaiah’s prophecy—on the death of Christ, as opposed 

to His life . Luke, however, records that the Lord Jesus ‘grew 
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up’ . ‘And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 

with God and men’ (Luke 2:52) . Christ’s humanity, then, was 

normal, albeit sinless .

Humanly speaking, Christ’s earthly roots were humble 

ones . His earthly father, Joseph, was a carpenter by trade, 

and the Lord Jesus, as was customary, followed in Joseph’s 

footsteps until the time for His public ministry began, when 

He was about thirty years old . ‘Is this not the carpenter, the 

Son of Mary …?’ (Mark 6:3) . 

Christ grew up in a humble town—the town of Nazareth 

in northern Israel . Nazareth is not mentioned in the Old 

Testament at all, and the town would no doubt have remained 

in obscurity had not the Lord Jesus ‘put it on the map’ . That 

Nazareth was not particularly highly esteemed is evident 

from Nathaniel’s remark ‘Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?’ (John 1:46) . 

 Isaiah thus relates the humanly humble beginnings of the 

One who was to come . ‘For He shall grow up before Him as 

a young plant .’ But Isaiah expands, and also speaks of Him 

as being ‘as a root out of dry ground’ too .  Isaiah is keen to 

balance the Servant’s meekness with His majesty . 

The Root
Isaiah had already prophesied of the coming One using this 

term . In Isaiah 11:1 f . he states ‘There shall come forth a Rod 

from the stump of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 

roots . The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him …’

David—Jesse’s son—was Israel’s greatest earthly king . The 
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Jews looked back to David’s reign as something of a golden 

age . Understandably, then, when they looked forward to the 

coming of the Messiah, they interpreted it through ‘Davidic 

spectacles’ . The Messiah would be of David’s line . With the 

coming of Christ, these Messianic hopes and aspirations were 

superabundantly realized . Jesus was indeed born of David’s 

line of descendants—‘born of the seed of David according to the 

flesh’ (Romans 1:3) . Matthew opens his Gospel by recording 

Christ’s human genealogy so: ‘The book of the genealogy of 

Jesus Christ, the Son of David …’ (Matthew 1:1) . King David 

was, of course, a great king—yet his flaws and character 

blemishes are all too evident from the pages of Scripture, too . 

Jesus, however, is described in the Bible as the King of kings . 

He is ‘Great David’s Greater Son’—the supreme, supernal and 

sinless Son of God . As the eternal Son of God, paradoxically, 

Christ both preceded and succeeded King David, hence the 

risen, ascended and glorified Christ’s assertion in Revelation 

22:16: ‘I am the root and offspring of David .’

The Virgin Birth of Christ
Isaiah’s prophecy concerning the coming Servant’s early days 

is most unusual in that it describes Him ‘as a root out of dry 

ground.’ Elementary biology teaches us that this is impossible . 

A root cannot grow without moisture, for water is essential for 

life . Isaiah is thus hinting that the Servant’s beginnings on earth 

would be miraculous, that is, beyond what would normally 

be humanly possible . Isaiah is thus pointing us to the ‘virgin 

birth’, that is, the virginal conception of Christ .
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As a root cannot normally grow out of dry ground, likewise 

a child cannot normally be conceived without the agency of a 

human father . Isaiah, though, unusually prophesied that the 

coming Servant would be ‘as a root out of dry ground .’ He 

prophesied that the Servant’s birth would be miraculous .

Earlier on in Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah both foretold and forth told: 

‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call 

His name Immanuel.’ His prophecy has just one fulfillment: In 

the miraculous conception of the Lord Jesus Christ . He was as 

the Apostles’ Creed states, ‘conceived by the Holy Ghost and 

born of the Virgin Mary .’ Christ was conceived without the 

agency of a human father . God was His Father . Mary, Christ’s 

mother, was initially—and understandably—very puzzled 

as to how she could possibly conceive a child without the 

instrumentality of a human male . The angel from heaven thus 

explained to her how: ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Highest will overshadow you, therefore, 

also, that Holy One Who is to be born will be called the Son 

of God’ (Luke 1:35) . Matthew similarly records that Christ’s 

conception was ‘that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet, saying: “Behold, a virgin shall 

be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name 

Immanuel” which is translated “God with us .”’ (Matthew 

1:22, 23) . 

The Necessity of the Virgin Birth
Even a cursory reading of the Bible then reveals that Christ’s 

conception was a miraculous one . He was indeed a root out 
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of dry ground. He was born of a virgin . The ‘virgin birth’ of 

Christ is actually one of the fundamentals of the Christian 

faith . Only a sinless One can redeem sinners . Had Christ had 

a human father, He would have inherited our sinful human 

nature, for all those born of Adam have a sin-tainted nature . 

We are sinners by nature and by practice . Christ’s sinlessness 

and His virgin birth are inextricably bound . It was by the virgin 

birth that the eternal entered into time and God became man . 

Christ did not inherit Adam’s sinful nature, and, being sinless, 

was able to offer Himself up as a perfect sacrifice on behalf 

of sinners— ‘as of a lamb without blemish and without spot’ 

(1 Peter 1:19). Isaiah’s stress on the efficacy of the Servant’s 

suffering is invalidated if the Servant Himself was a sinner . 

The Servant, however, had no sinful nature because He was 

supernaturally conceived through the instrumentality of God 

the Holy Spirit .

The Glory of the One Virgin Born
And so we note the Servant’s start in life, as prophesied by 

Isaiah . ‘He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant and 

as a root out of dry ground .’ The Christ of the Bible had no 

origins . He is eternal—‘Whose origin is from of old, from 

everlasting’ (Micah 5:2, KJV) . Yet at a moment in time, in 

Christ, God became man and was ‘conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary’ . Christ’s birth 

was a miraculous birth . It was ‘as a root out of dry ground’—a 

work of God Himself, beyond human resource and ability .
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Reflect on these points

1. Considering the humility of Christ, is humility a 
neglected Christian virtue? Why has every Christian 
cause to be humble?

2. Why is Christ’s virgin birth one of the non-negotiable 
doctrines of the Christian faith?

3. How would you reply to the Jehovah’s Witnesses when 
they purport that Christ was not eternal but came into 
being in time? Why is Christ’s eternality so essential?
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