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B
esieged in the

castle of

St Andrews,

chained for

nineteen months to

the oar of a French galley,

forced to flee the country for

safety, burned in effigy on the

streets of Edinburgh,

summoned again and again to

appear before Mary, Queen of

Scots, shot at in his own home,

preaching week by week to

thousands—Knox’s life was

full of colour and drama. He

lived at a time in English and

Scottish history when it was

often very costly to be a

Christian. His friend and

mentor, George Wishart, was

burnt at the stake for the truths

he preached. Knox himself was

frequently in danger of his life

for he had many powerful

enemies. But with great

boldness he carried on the

work he had been called by

God to do—with remarkable

results. 

The impact of John Knox

on 16th century Scotland was

immense, particularly in

connection with the

reformation of the church. His

courage, vision, preaching and

writing, and his perseverance

in the face of all difficulties

and dangers enabled him to

win immense benefits for his

fellow countrymen and

significantly moulded the later

history and culture of

Scotland. John Knox is

unquestionably one of the

greatest figures in Scottish

history; a man who

deserves to be

remembered.
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Facing page: Statue of Knox in the courtyard of New College
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