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Hymns are a 
Christian 
legacy 
passed from 
generation to 

generation, and Frances Ridley 
Havergal is one of the foremost 
among those who have increased 
this heritage. Born at the 
beginning of the Victorian age, 
and therefore in some respects 
a typical Victorian Christian 
lady, she entered a good level 
of society, received an excellent 
education and could have led 
a life of leisure. Instead, she 
devoted her gifts to the service of 
others, mainly through prose and 
verse writing, but also through 
her involvement with various 
charities.

Some of her confidence 
derived from the fact that she 
was born into a large supportive 
Christian family and, being the 
youngest of six children, she 
always had brothers and sisters 
she could turn to for guidance 
and help.  Frances inherited a 
musical talent from her father, 
whose level of expertise meant 
he was often consulted by other 
composers and also contributed 
to their work.

Frances’ love of the beauty 
which God had created, and 

her appreciation of colour in 
his handiwork, meant that 
whenever possible she visited 
the mountains of Switzerland, 
Scotland, North Wales, and 
towards the end of her life she 
revelled in the splendours of 
the Gower Peninsular in South 
Wales.

Although hers was a 
sheltered life, she frequently 
had to contend with ill health, 
her work often being written 
and composed in spite of her 
weakness.  Frances spent a 
strength she did not possess, 
which contributed to her death at 
the age of forty-two. Despite the 
fact that Frances Ridley Havergal 
died over 130 years ago, she is 
unquestionably one of the great 
English hymn writers of her era.  
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Facing page:  
Portrait of Frances Ridley Havergal, 
taken in February 1879 by Elliott and 
Fry in London, a few months before 
her death 
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