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M
illions of

readers

identify CS

Lewis as the

author of the

imaginary world of Narnia, the

series of seven stories that began

in 1950 with The Lion, the Witch

and the Wardrobe and ended

with The Last Battle in 1956. The

Chronicles of Narnia secured his

reputation as one of the most

popular authors in the history of

children’s literature. Lewis’s

works have sold over a hundred

million copies and have been

translated into more than twenty

languages, including Welsh,

Chinese, Icelandic, and

Hawaiian.

His popularity has continued

to grow world-wide. Helped

initially by the film Shadowlands

in 1993 and the more recent film

adaptation of The Lion, the

Witch and the Wardrobe in

2005—the first of Narnian

stories to be made into movies.

This will ensure that Lewis

remains in the public imagination

for the foreseeable future.

However, CS Lewis is much

more than a successful children’s

author. He gained a formidable

reputation as an Oxford

academic, wartime broadcaster,

literary critic, poet, science-

fiction writer, and man of letters

with over thirty books and

numerous articles to his credit.

From a self-confessed

intellectual atheist, he went on to

influence the lives of thousands

of Christians and to become one

of the greatest Christian writers

of the twentieth century. CS

Lewis has been described as ‘the

Aquinas, the Augustine and the

Aesop of contemporary

evangelicalism’ and an ‘Apostle

to the Skeptics.’

In his book Mere Christianity

Lewis argued that Jesus was

either mad, bad, or indeed

exactly who he claimed to be—

the Son of the living God!

This book tells the story of

CS Lewis’ journey from

atheism to being one of the most

effective communicators

of the Christian faith in

the world.
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Meet CS Lewis

Facing page: CS Lewis (on the left) with his brother Warren in 1920

01-CSL_PP1-59rev.qxd  13/11/07  16:36  Page 5


