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‘And let thy feet, 
millenniums 
hence, be set 
in the midst of 
knowledge’ is 

an appropriate text from Alfred 
Lord Tennyson’s The Two 
Voices to greet visitors who enter 
the British Museum. Or, as one 
young mother was overheard 
encouraging her toddler as she 
released him from his buggy 
between the Ionic columns of the 
entrance: ‘This is the most 
exciting place in the world’. 

First opened in 1759, the 
Museum was accessible for just 
three hours a day for those who 
applied in writing stating why 
they wished to visit. Today, the 
visitor can spend all day here and 
browse at leisure without 
appointment and at no charge. 
Almost five million visitors take 
up this invitation each year; it is 
the second most popular tourist 
attraction in the whole of the 
United Kingdom.

The British Museum is one of 
the finest Museums in the world 
and home to thirteen million 
objects, with around seventy 
thousand of them on display in 
one hundred galleries. There are 
exhibits from every continent 

and covering the whole of the 
history of civilization. And all 
are in a secure environment for 
the world to enjoy. The visitor 
can inspect one of Europe’s finest 
collections of Japanese art, or 
study the three-quarters of a 
million coins from the time of 
Daniel to the present day. Or 
they may wander around the 
mummies of Egypt, examine the 
beautiful sculpture of Ancient 
Greece, delve into the history of 
Africa and the Americas, or 
research the story of the Romans 
and Anglo Saxons in Britain. 

However, in this guide we 
have one object in mind: we will 
focus on those items that will 
help us in our understanding of 
the Bible. Some exhibits will 
point to the accuracy of the 
biblical records whilst others will 
simply throw light on Bible 
stories and customs. 

So, in a fascinating walk 
through Bible times we follow in 
the steps of Abraham right up to 
the time of Paul, and take in the 
great empires of Egypt, Assyria, 
Babylonia, Persia, Greece and 
Rome. We will wander through 
these powerful kingdoms and 
close with the ‘People of 
the Way’.

Through the British Museum—
footprints of the Bible

Facing page: The Magnificent Great Court, with three thousand three 
hundred and twelve panes of glass each uniquely cut to size. It is the area of 
a football field and the roof contains 800 tons of glass and steelR
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