
The foundation stone

Ido not remember much of what I was taught in my English literature
lessons at school, but one thought has always stuck in my mind:
notice carefully how the author begins his presentation. That is a

good principle to follow when approaching the Bible, too. When we
consider how many different ‘books’ there are in the Bible, and how
many different authors there were, we realize that we are faced with a
remarkable document. Of course, we know that this is ultimately due to
the Holy Spirit, the One who moved the men in their writings so that they
accurately communicated what the Lord God wanted to be said and kept
it free from error.

The Bible’s opening ten (in the English text) words are, I believe, the
most important ever written, because of their implication:

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.                                  (Gen. 1:1)

ָהָאֶרץ׃ ְוֵאת ִים ַהָּׁשַמ ֵאת ֹלִהים ֱא ְּבֵראִׁשית ָּבָרא

When we turn to the early chapters of Genesis, we must ask what they
are saying from God’s viewpoint. Too many people, from laypeople to
scholars, can only read these chapters in a non-biblical light. There is a
danger that Christians can fall into this trap too, even to the extent of
treating them in a different way from the rest of the Bible. This has wider
implications for scriptural understanding, as has been demonstrated in
the last couple of centuries. Once these chapters can be selectively
dismissed as unhistorical, the same approach can be used in dealing with
anything miraculous in the rest of the Bible, or those historical events
that cannot yet be corroborated archaeologically (or, indeed, when
considering something that is inconvenient in today’s ‘politically correct’
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society). Yet Kline makes the point well: ‘Literary analysis of Gen. 1–11
points to the same conclusion. These chapters cannot be identified as
non-historical on the basis of any generally applicable literary criteria.
Neither are they distinguishable from Gen. 12–50 by significant
differences in their literary character.’1

The remarkable thing about the early chapters of Genesis that cover
the creation, the fall of man, the flood of Noah’s day and the dispersion
of man at Babel is how they are a kingpin that binds so much of the rest of
Scripture together. Genesis 1–11 is a foundational statement. Table 1
gives a quick and selective summary of how these chapters are reflected
across the Bible. It is not complete, and may not be the best summary, but
it does give a perspective to this theme.

Genesis                                       God’s testimony
Exodus                                        creation in the commandments
1 Chronicles                                genealogy of kings of Judah back to Adam
Job                                             God’s own sermon on creation and its

implications
Psalms                                        worship of God as Creator
Isaiah                                          the uniqueness of the Creator, in contrast to

the gods made by man
Gospels                                       Christ’s applications of the Genesis account
Acts                                            the unity of man and relevance to the gospel
Writings of Paul                           creation fundamental to the resurrection, the

supremacy of Christ, etc.
Hebrews                                     acknowledgement of God as Creator signifies

our faith in God
Peter                                           the early chapters of Genesis speak of God’s

patience and judgement
Jude                                            uses Adam, Cain and Enoch to demonstrate

God’s grace and judgement
Revelation                                   God is worshipped as Creator and described

as the Creator of the new heaven and earth 

Table 1: The early chapters across the Bible
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We naturally think of Genesis as our source of information on
creation, but it is interesting to see how much more is said on creation
throughout Scripture, developing the Genesis account. For example,
creation is mentioned even more frequently in Isaiah’s prophecy than in
Genesis. One significant passage is the following:

For thus says the LORD,

who created the heavens

    (he is God!),

who formed the earth and made it

    (he established it;

he did not create it empty,

    he formed it to be inhabited!):

‘I am the LORD, and there is no other.’                                                               (Isa. 45:18)

Taking a passage like Isaiah’s, where he contrasts the Creator to the
gods of the heathen, one wonders whether theistic evolutionists have
‘created’ a God based on their own ideas rather than accept who He
claims to be. It seems that they wish to redefine Him and His works in
contradiction of what Scripture says.

When Job was oppressed by his troubles and demanded that God give
account of Himself for His dealings with him, the LORD responded with a
creation sermon. How do theistic evolutionists interpret God’s plain
claims there to have made each creature specifically for its role in the
created order? If God didn’t really do that, aside from the fact that it
makes Him to be a liar, Job was left with a non-answer as the LORD’s
argument has lost its force.

Those opening words of the Bible are, then, a foundation on which the
rest of Scripture is built; as the psalmist says, ‘If the foundations are
destroyed, what can the righteous do?’ (Ps. 11:3). They are foundational
in that, for example, they are concerned with the ‘first’ events relating to
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the characteristics of our world: the first man and woman, the first
marriage, the first sin, the first judgement, the first murder, the first
covenant and so on.

But, as we look more closely into the Scriptures, we will see how far
reaching this foundation is. It affects not just the creation record itself,
but also our body of doctrine, our morality, our social behaviour and
even our approach to the sciences—and more. It is my purpose to look at
the doctrinal implications; then we will see how those, in turn, affect the
other issues. We cannot compartmentalize ‘origins’ as a mere technical
issue: it is absolutely foundational. Leahy sums up the issue: ‘If the first
eleven chapters of Genesis are rejected, then the whole Bible is
undermined and the idea of redemptive history is rendered
meaningless.’2

When we consider how our doctrinal basis rests in these early chapters
of Genesis, we realize that, if the record is merely unreliable poetry, as
many would suggest, there is a fundamental contradiction between these
chapters and the rest of Scripture. For example, if God is not wholly
reliable in His statements here, how can we trust Him elsewhere in the
Scriptures? And, indeed, our doctrine of God at this point is flawed.

The range of doctrines we will consider includes the following:

God

Scripture

Christ

Man

The Fall

Salvation

Eschatology

Nature

Table 2: Some of the biblical doctrines tied to the Genesis record
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Notes

1 In D. Guthrie and J. A. Motyer (eds.), New Bible Commentary (Leicester: IVP, 1970), p. 80.

2 Fredrick S. Leahy, The Hand of God (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2006), p. 200.
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