
The resurrection: 
is it pie in the sky 
when you die?
How about heaven?

Healthy, wealthy and successful?

There is an undue and over-dramatic emphasis on being healthy,
wealthy, and successful amongst Christians today. Success and
power are higher up the agenda than service and holiness.

Rejoice in what He has done
Over-exaggerated accounts of miraculous exploits side-track keen but
immature Christians and cause rightful reticence in discerning non-
Christian thinkers. This emphasis has led some to think that our rejoicing
should be on the basis of what God enables us to do rather than what one
day He will cause us to be in Christ. We rejoice not in what we fancy we have
done for Him, but in what we know He has done for us in His
substitutionary death for our sins and the sharing of His glorious
resurrection in our lives.

Ultimate privilege and crowning glory
Today’s success, however spiritual, may fade away into tomorrow’s failure,
but can the gilt-edged security of the risen Christ’s blood-bought promise
of eternal life ever be devalued? Certainly not! The euphoric seventy who
‘returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your
name”’ had their priority refocused when Jesus said ‘do not rejoice in this
…, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.’74 The
ground of rejoicing is not in gifts or successes but in the certainty of a
relationship with Jesus.

For Christians, heaven is the crowning privilege and certainty. All else
that I have, am or do is relatively insignificant, however important from my
earth-bound perspective.
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Can I be sure of heaven?
But is it just pie in the sky when you die? Someone has wryly, (even cornily!),
remarked that pie in the sky when you die may be acceptable to a hungry
pilot whose plane and parachute have both failed, but it is not much good to
someone facing the real issues of life and death! It is vital to know if heaven
can be a certainty for me.

Exclamation mark!
And it is at this point that the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ becomes
so significant. It stands between earth and heaven like a glorious golden
exclamation mark lightening the dark and lowering skies of doom and
doubt, and pointing dying men and women to the living Hope.

What I know about mountain climbing could be written on the side of a
postage stamp, rather than on the back! But I have observed that the first
one to the top helps the others up. Jesus is the first one to the top! He is not
only willing but also able and in position to get us there too! Our risen
Saviour is already in heaven as our representative, friend and sympathetic
high priest. He is at work for us.

Nutritious Roman sandwich!
Romans 8 verses 34 and 35 is like a crusty sandwich of two questions with a
meaty and nutritious answer between; ‘Who is he who condemns? It is
Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand
of God, who also makes intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ?’

Feelings of guiltiness continue, because I still sin against the Lord Jesus.
See there how the condemning accusation thrown against my fragile
feelings of assurance, is answered by my confidence in a crucified, risen and
ascended Saviour. Note also how any suspicion of doubt that, after all, I
may end up separated from God is answered by those same assuring facts:
Jesus Christ died for my sins; He rose bodily from the grave; He now lives at
the right hand of the Father on high; He pleads there for me. Christ who
died, and furthermore is also risen is my answer! My risen Saviour also
makes intercession on my behalf. Even as I live below, shamefully at times in
selfishness and sin, He ever lives to make intercession for me!75 Because He
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conquered death He presents in heaven the invincible argument for my
forgiveness—Himself! He is there in His once crucified but now glorified
resurrection body, wounded for my sins and raised for my justification.

Yes, the resurrection guarantees my place in heaven because He is
already there!

What is heaven?
But, what is heaven? It is where the forgiven sinner can gaze upon his
loving Saviour in the perfect bliss of glory! It is very hard for us to
appreciate because the concept of eternity and the comprehension of
perfection are light years beyond our experience. But it is real, and could
never be better. Paradoxically every second of eternity will seem even
more glorious than the one before, even though the second before was
unbeatable! Every thought of self  and sin will be overwhelmed in the
worship of the One who fills eternity with His glory. That worship will be
a perfect and ordered blend of emotion and logic, ecstasy and reason,
personal meaning and objective truth. It will centre on the only Person
who can ever say ‘Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am He
who lives, and was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. Amen. And I
have the keys of Hades and of Death.’

Prepared place—home and worship
Prior to His death, resurrection and ascension Jesus said, ‘In my Father’s
house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.’76
In Revelation 21 verse 23 He is described as the Lamb, the very light of
heaven. He died as the sacrificial Lamb of God. He rose as the living Lord of
glory. In heaven His death and resurrection are evident as we are told that
there ‘stood a Lamb as though it had been slain’ who is worshipped by
heaven’s redeemed and angelic throng as they say with a loud voice:

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
To receive power and riches and wisdom,
And strength and honour and glory and blessing!77
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Without that resurrection there could have been no return, no mansions, no
worship, no redeemed, and no heaven for them. But there was a return,
there are mansions, there is worship, and the redeemed share heaven with
the angels that did not sin. The redeemed have an ingredient of gratitude in
their singing to the Lamb, that those angels have never experienced!

No wonder that the ‘First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life’78
who is rightfully and gloriously centre-stage, invokes the response from the
twenty four elders in heaven, that they fell down and worshipped Him who
lives forever and ever.

Resurrection body
We saw earlier that at the moment of death the Christian’s soul
immediately goes to be with Christ. We also touched on the fact that our
bodies will be raised. Jesus’ resurrection body was body enough to eat fish,
manifest real wounds, and to offer Thomas the opportunity to touch it. In
Glory itself, Christ’s presence is central through His resurrection body.

Logically, the only way that I can see Him and enjoy His presence forever
in heaven is to be on His wavelength—that is, to have a resurrection body
too. As one would expect, Scripture meets and supercedes this piece of
impeccable logic.

The Inheritance kept for me!
We have seen that ‘when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see
Him as He is.’79 Whether your own path to heaven will be by being changed
in the twinkling of an eye at His second coming as your earthly life is
instantly translated into a heavenly one, or by being changed as one of the
dead … raised incorruptible,80 the Lord will give you an entirely new
resurrection body. Some have described it as a spiritual body. Peter tells us
that not only is there ‘an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that
does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you’ if you are a Christian, but
you will be one of those who are kept by the power of God through faith for
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time! The God who will have kept
your inheritance for you, also will have kept you for your inheritance! How
will He keep you? Now—by the power of the risen Lord in your life!
Finally—by giving you a resurrection body in which you will enjoy eternity!
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It is not surprising, therefore, that Peter also exclaims and explains ‘Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead!’ His resurrection is the key to
our confidence.

The heavenly Man
Paul argues in 1 Corinthians 15 that we shall rise because He rose. In verses
47 to 49, we see that, just as we share Adam’s flesh of humanity, we shall
share the same type of resurrection body as the Lord Jesus: ‘The first man
was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. As
was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of the dust; and as is
the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. And as we have borne
the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly
Man.’

Hallelujah!
My risen Friend and Priest pleads in heaven for me now. One day He will
welcome me there as I worship Him who died and lives for evermore. His
atoning death, vindicated by His risen life, has saved my ever-living soul.
One day He, who is the Resurrection and the Life will give me a resurrection
body like His, the heavenly Man.

Because He rose bodily from the grave, I will rise in a new body to be with
Him in heaven! Well may we sing:

Up from the grave He arose
With a mighty triumph o’er His foes.
He arose the Victor from the dark domain
And He lives forever with His saints to reign.
He arose! He arose!
Hallelujah!
Christ arose!
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