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Is there a God?
‘I see that in every way you are very religious’
Acts 17:22

I wonder if, like me, you ever said anything in school or college that

was so ridiculous that the whole class laughed at you? It’s very

embarrassing! According to one renowned author, a sure way to

become the object of everyone’s laughter in a college class would be

this: to point out that every society in the world—primitive or

advanced—has some sense of a God or gods—and then suggest the

most obvious reason for it: there really is a God! Whether he is right

or not, it is a fact that no society has yet been discovered that does not

have some God or gods to worship. Many individuals claim to be

atheists—but there seems to be no such thing as an atheistic society.

The ancient Greeks worshipped many gods, and had shrines to them

on almost every street corner. But they were also wise enough to
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know that they did not know everything—and so they also had a

shrine to ‘THE UNKNOWN GOD’. Perhaps that way they were sure

they had covered every option!

In our own society there is increasing fascination with spirituality,

even among people who never attend a conventional church. Like the

altars on the street corners in Athens, that fascination testifies to a

deep hunger in the human heart. We know that life is more than we

can see and feel; deep down, we know that we are more than animals.

One great thinker, Augustine, expressed it like this: ‘God has made

us for himself, and our hearts are restless until they find rest in him.’

So, it may get us ‘laughed out of college’, but what if… what if the

reason for the sense of God in our hearts is the simplest of them all—

that God himself has put it there? What if it is true, as the Bible says,

that God has ‘set eternity in [our] hearts’?1 Follow me as we follow

Paul’s words together. They will help us understand the truth, and

Jesus said, ‘You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’2
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