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Timidy was mad. His mother had just told him to not 

leave the back yard and he thought that this was 

quite unfair. He was the curious and adventurous sort. 

And while there was much to do in his own back yard, he 

imagined all the fun to be had exploring the far reaches 

of Pothering Woods which surrounded his home. He just 

simply didn’t want to stay in the back yard.

 As Timidy sat there pouting and feeling rather sorry 

for himself, he heard his friend, Badden, whistling from  

a distance.
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 Badden was the most reddish-looking little squirrel 

you ever saw, and he was always in trouble for some 

kind of mischief. He came up the path and said, “Say, 

Timidy, why so sad?”

 With a mopey voice, Timidy told him he wasn’t 

allowed to leave the back yard.

 Badden replied, “Come on, Timidy, I’m heading to the 

creek. Come with me for a little bit. No one will know 

you were even gone.”

 Timidy considered the fun creek. Plus, he thought, no 

harm would come if he just left for a few minutes. So he 

hopped over the fence and scampered off with Badden.

Peter+Leisel - book 2 - 2012.indd   2 18/05/2012   09:22



23

Consequences of Disobedience

Numbers 21:4-9

The Israelites often disobeyed God. Once, while they 

were wandering in the wilderness, they complained 

greatly against God. They complained that God rescued 

them out of Egypt. They accused God of bringing them 

into the wilderness to die. They whined about the food 

and grumbled about the water. By complaining, they 

disobeyed the command to honor and respect God.

 To punish the Israelites for their disobedient 

complaining, God sent poisonous snakes into their camp.
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 The whole camp became filled with snakes. The 

snakes bit the people and many of them died or got very 

sick. So the people came to Moses and cried out, “We 

have sinned, because we have spoken against the LORD.”

 God heard their cry. To save the people, God told 

Moses to make a bronze snake and set it on a pole. When 

the Israelites looked up at it in faith, they were healed of 

their snake bites.
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 God punishes sin, but He also provides a way to 

escape His punishment through Jesus. Just like the 

bronze snake which was raised on a pole, Jesus was 

raised on a cross and crucified. Jesus didn’t deserve to 

die because He always obeyed God—He never sinned. 

But we disobey God and deserve to die and be punished 

forever. Jesus is the only one who can save us from such 

a bad end. 

 

Note to reader: Please see Books 3 and 4 (forthcoming)

for more on the gospel. 
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