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Dedication

To Jenny Beckworth, my meticulous and gracious editor—thank you.

Leisel was bubbling with excitement. She rushed into her bedroom and 

carefully placed the Eagle’s Golden Feather in her special box. The Feather 

was radiant—pure gold that glowed like a fire in the night. She and Peter 

had just returned from their last adventure. Mr. Badger had asked her to give 

the Golden Feather to Peter. Instead, she had selfishly kept it for herself and 

was now hiding it from Peter.
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 For weeks, Leisel hid the Golden Feather from Peter. As each week passed, 

she became less and less content with the Feather. The less content she 

became, the less happy she was and the more she wanted another feather. 

Finally, her desire for another feather became so great that she decided to 

secretly return to Pothering Woods to try to get another one. 

 One morning, while Papa and Mama were out in the barn, she quietly set 

out for Pothering Woods.
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A Loving Savior: Mark 15:15-16:8

God is our Creator. As Creator, He is ruler over all. He is King! And the   

  King should always be lovingly obeyed. But you and I start off in life 

with a big, big problem. The problem is, we don’t obey. 

 It’s like this: When you disobey your parents, you rebel against their 

authority, their right to tell you what to do. Every person is born as one 

who rebels against God—a sinner who disobeys God. This person does not 

believe in Jesus and runs away from God by trying to be his own king. A 

Christian is one who believes in Jesus and lets God be King over his life.
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 God did not make us to be king, to do whatever we want to do. He 

created us to happily serve Him and obey His laws. But as sinners, we are 

law-breakers. While God is merciful, He is also like a good policeman. He 

cannot let people continue to break the law. God must punish sin because 

He is holy and loving. 

 We deserve God’s punishment because of our sin, our law-breaking. 

That’s why Jesus came: to save us from this punishment. Jesus died on the 

cross and was punished by God as if He had sinned, even though He never 

did anything wrong. Jesus died, rose again three days later, and then went 

back to His rightful place in heaven.
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 God has a family and He has many children in this family. But not everyone 

is part of God’s family. If you reject or say no to who Jesus is and what Jesus 

did on the cross, God says, “No! You cannot be in My family. No! You cannot 

come into heaven with Me!” But for those who believe in Jesus with real 

faith, God says, “Yes! You belong to Me and are now in My family. Yes! You 

can come into heaven with Me.” 

BELIEVING: Knowing that you sin and deserve God’s punishment (Romans 

3:23, 6:23). Believing that Jesus is God and that He died and rose again from 

the grave (Romans 10:9-10).

CONFESSING: Being very sorry about your sin and asking God to forgive 

you as you turn away from sin (2 Corinthians 7:10).

SURRENDERING: Giving your life completely to Jesus as King. This means 

that you put Him first above everything else (Matthew 16:24).

 

If you believe in Jesus with this kind of faith, God promises to be your God. 

He promises to never leave you, and He lovingly promises to always keep 

you in His family. God is a good God!


