
1. Satan

Matthew 16:21–23

I
f you were asked to make a list of those most closely
associated with the Passion of Christ, would you have
thought to include Satan? He was definitely involved
From God’s first announcement of the Passion, Satan has

been intensely interested in thwarting it.
The Lord God himself first announced the Passion to Adam

and Eve after they fell into sin. He announced that the seed of
the woman, the Lord Jesus (Galatians 4:4), would crush the
serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15).

We cannot go into detail about how much Satan knew about
the cross and how much he did not know. We do not have the
line to fathom that depth. Suffice it to say, he knew enough
about it to realize that he had to stop it at all costs. He knew
that the Son of God coming into human history as the seed of
the woman would constitute the deathblow to him and his
kingdom.

The Old Testament is the account of God moving towards
the fulfilment of his promise to send his Son. It is
simultaneously the account of Satan feverishly working to
thwart the promise. It is the account of the dragon seeking to
devour the child (Revelation 12:1–6).

It frequently looked as if Satan would succeed. God
determined that Israel would be the nation through which his

8

PEOPLE IN THE PASSION OF JESUS

People in the Passion of Jesus v4a Q6.qxp  22/10/07  18:17  Page 8



Son would come. So Satan focused on destroying that nation.
Her years of bondage in Egypt and, centuries later, her seventy
years of captivity in Babylon, are two such attempts.

God also determined that his Son would be a descendant of
King David. So Satan also sought to destroy that line. It
appeared from time to time that he would succeed. Queen
Athaliah’s attempt to destroy the Davidic line (2 Kings 11;
2 Chronicles 22–23) and the Babylonian captivity constituted
major threats, but the line of David survived both, and the Lord
Jesus arrived on the stage of human history in ‘the fullness of
the time’ (Galatians 4:4). Jesus came, and he wasn’t even late

With the Lord Jesus on the scene, Satan focused his
attention on diverting him from the cross. That strategy is
apparent in the verses of our text.

JESUS STEPS TO THE PULPIT (V. 21)1

THE CONTENT OF HIS PROCLAMATION

The pulpit is the place of proclamation, and here we have Jesus
proclaiming his death.

His words give evidence of very complete and thorough
knowledge. His death would be in Jerusalem, and it would be
at the hands of the religious leaders. It would also feature many
sufferings.

His words also give evidence of his sense of appointment.
He ‘must go’ to Jerusalem. Some mistakenly think that Jesus
came to this earth with the intention of offering himself to his
people as their earthly king. Supposedly surprised by their
rejection of him, Jesus had to ‘fall back’ on the cross. In this
scheme, the cross was ‘Plan B’.
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This is all wrong. The Bible tells us that Jesus was ‘the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world’ (Revelation 13:8).

The cross was in the mind and heart of God before the world
began, and Jesus came to this earth with his eye fixed on that
cross and for the express purpose of going there. His Father
had made an appointment with him and that cross, and Jesus
would not allow anything to keep him from that appointment.

THE PLACE OF HIS PROCLAMATION

It is interesting that Jesus spoke about his impending death at
Caesarea Philippi. Its very name tells us that it was a centre for
worship of the Roman Caesar. It was also a centre of worship
for the Syrian Baal and the Greek god ‘Pan’.

This, then, was the place of religious pluralism. It was the
perfect place for Jesus to say something along these lines: ‘You
see, there are many religions, and each has its own special and
distinct contribution to make, and each is valid. We must be
glad for this pluralism and let it enrich our lives.’

It is quite significant that Jesus deliberately chose the place
of religious diversity to proclaim a narrow message. He
claimed to be the Messiah (vv. 16–17) who had come to die on
the cross (v. 21). He further claimed that he was the one whom
others should follow (v. 24), and that their refusal to do so
would result in them losing their souls (v. 26).

SATAN STEPS TO THE PULPIT (V. 22)

No sooner had Jesus delivered the message about his
forthcoming death on the cross than Satan stepped up to
object. He did so by using Simon Peter to say: ‘Far be it from
You, Lord; this shall not happen to You’ (v. 22).
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This is a sad thing. Simon Peter is just moments away from
having brilliantly confessed the truth about Jesus: ‘You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God’ (v. 16).

Let us learn from this how very weak and feeble the saints of
God are, and how very quickly they can stumble and tumble

What a remarkable sight we have here  Jesus speaks about
the cross, and Simon takes him by the arm, steers him aside—
as a parent might a child —and tells him, Jesus, that he is
mistaken  If he would listen to himself for a split second, he
would realize his folly: ‘Far be it from you, Lord …’ In one
breath, he both calls Jesus ‘Lord’ and tells him he is wrong  It
always sounds strange when a servant says: ‘No, Lord.’

Part of Jesus’ messiahship was the role of prophet, that is,
one who declares the truth of God. Simon Peter has just
declared him to be the Messiah, but when he, Jesus, functions
as the Messiah, Simon objects. He talks and acts as if he knows
more than the Christ  The scene drips with irony.

What was Satan’s purpose in using Simon? It was, as we
have already noted, to divert Jesus from the cross. Satan
clearly regarded a crucified Christ as the ultimate disaster for
his kingdom. Now if Satan regards the crucified Christ in such
a way, should we not regard that same Christ in exactly the
opposite way? If the crucified Christ was Satan’s nightmare,
should he not be our glory? How many of us are actually
glorying in this Christ?

JESUS DRIVES SATAN FROM THE PULPIT (V. 23)

How does Jesus respond to Simon’s rebuke? Does he
congratulate him on his insight and thank him for his
contribution? Not at all  He rebukes him in no uncertain
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terms: ‘Get behind me, Satan  You are an offence to Me, for
you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of
men.’

So Jesus identified both the cross as ‘the things of God’, and
all those who oppose it as ‘Satan’.

And he reminded Simon Peter that the proper place for the
disciple is always behind his master. The disciple is to follow,
not lead  Satan had got behind Simon and pushed him out in
front of Jesus to lead, and Jesus is now pushing Simon back to
his rightful place.

By the way, there is tremendous comfort in the Lord Jesus
exposing Satan by rebuking Simon. This shows us that the
preaching of the cross will not perish from the earth. No
matter how Satan attacks, he will never be able to destroy the
saving message of the cross.

Centuries have come and gone since that ancient day in
Caesarea Philippi, but little has changed. The Lord Jesus is still
sending his message out into this world. It is still the message of
his cross. He declares that no one can stand acceptably in the
presence of the holy God unless his sins are forgiven, and that
the only way for sins to be forgiven is through that cross. The
Lord Jesus tells us that he died there in the place of sinners. He
took their penalty, the penalty of separation from God, so
those sinners who will come to him in repentance and faith will
not have to endure that penalty themselves.

Satan is also sending out his message. It is the message that
scorns and ridicules that cross. Every time a minister stands in
a pulpit to minimize the cross or in any way to deny it, Satan’s
leering face can be seen behind him.

The two messages still go out, and the choice still remains.
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Will we listen to the message of the cross or the message that
despises it? And let those who dare stand in pulpits answer this
question: Will we preach the crucified Christ, or will we
preach as if we know more than the one we call ‘Lord’?

Note

1 I am indebted to Klaas Schilder for the idea of the pulpit: Klaas Schilder,

Christ in His Suffering (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1938), pp. 15–22.
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