
10 Our Great God of Wonders

Chapter 1

The Bible

But you must continue in the things which you have learned and 
been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 
and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

–2 Tim. 3:14–17

Marilyn Monroe is reported to have said, ‘I believe a little bit in 
everything.’ Christians do not share her view: we believe a whole lot 

in some things. Christians readily and gladly agree with Luke’s statement 
that there are certain things that they ‘most surely’ believe (Luke 1:1, NKJV 
footnote). They believe certain things because those things are found in the 
Bible. The Bible is the source of Christian doctrine—which is another word 
for teaching. What the Bible teaches on any matter is Christian doctrine.

Why should we believe the Bible? Many these days scornfully dismiss 
it as a book filled with falsehoods, misconceptions, superstitions and 
contradictions. They are quick to assure us that no one who believes the 
Bible can be considered intelligent or enlightened. So why do Christians 
insist on holding on to this book that is so widely disparaged and ridiculed? 
Do we have good grounds for doing so, or are we just stubbornly clinging 
on to something that has long since been discredited?

I am glad to say that we believe the Bible for good and substantial 
reasons.

Amazing unity

The incredible unity of the Bible is one of those reasons. It was produced over 
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a period of 1,600 years by more than forty authors. Those men came from 
many walks of life and represented different levels of learning. David and 
Solomon were kings. Paul was a scholarly rabbi. Peter and John, on the other 
hand, were common, ordinary fishermen, and Matthew was a tax collector. 
All of these men, however, contributed to a book that has only one theme: 
God’s salvation of sinners through the redeeming work of his Son.

Another reason for believing the Bible is this:

The fulfilment of its prophecies

The Old Testament contains many prophecies regarding various nations 
and cities, all of which have been fulfilled. In his book Science Speaks, Peter 
W. Stoner cites eleven of these along with the mathematical probabilities 
of their fulfilment. There is only one word to describe the probabilities: 
stunning!1

The greatest prophecies of the Old Testament are those pertaining to 
the Messiah. Peter W. Stoner shows that the statistical probability of one 
man fulfilling just eight of those prophecies is astronomical: 1 in 100,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000!2 Yet some have estimated that Jesus 
fulfilled a total of 325 Old Testament prophecies!

In addition to the unity of the Bible and its fulfilled prophecies, we could 
cite the following:

• The Bible’s survival, even though it has been fiercely attacked.
• The changed lives of those who believe the Bible and seek to obey it. 
• The correspondence of the Bible with what we observe all around us.
• The astounding discoveries of archaeologists.

As impressive as these evidences are, no single one qualifies as the main 
reason why Christians believe the Bible. That reason is this:

The testimony of Jesus

Jesus himself put his stamp of approval on the entire Bible. This means a 
couple of things. One is that he endorsed the Old Testament, which was 
already in place when he was engaged in his earthly ministry. The other is 
that he pre-endorsed the New Testament before it was written.
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REGARDING THE OLD TESTAMENT

The Lord’s endorsement of the Old Testament came in several ways. 
Firstly, he used it in such a way as to indicate that he regarded it as the final 
court of appeal. When Satan tempted him in the wilderness, Jesus defeated 
him by quoting Scripture, the Old Testament (Matt. 4:1–11). Jesus also 
confounded the religious leaders of his time by appealing to Scripture. 
Perhaps the most noteworthy of these occasions came when he answered 
the Sadducees’ question about the bodily resurrection by appealing to the 
verb tense of an Old Testament passage (Matt. 22:23–33)!

Secondly, Jesus explicitly affirmed the reliability of the Old Testament. 
When he wanted to talk about the certainty of Scripture being fulfilled, he 
selected the smallest character of the Hebrew alphabet (Matt. 5:17–18). On 
another occasion, he bluntly asserted, ‘Scripture cannot be broken’ (John 
10:35). He was affirming that Scripture cannot be proven to be wrong at so 
much as a single point.

Thirdly, and perhaps most strikingly of all, Jesus went out of his way to 
certify those parts of the Old Testament that today are most often dismissed 
as myths. Adam and Eve (Matt. 19:4–5), Noah and the ark (Matt. 24:37–
39), the fiery judgement on Sodom and the terrible fate of Lot’s wife (Luke 
17:28–32), the miraculous ministries of Elijah and Elisha (Luke 4:25–27), 
Jonah and the great fish (Matt. 12:39–41): all were treated by Jesus as 
historical facts.

REGARDING THE NEW TESTAMENT

How could Jesus have endorsed the New Testament before it was written? 
The answer is that Jesus gave his disciples the assurance that the Holy Spirit 
himself would supervise each part of the writing of the New Testament.

The New Testament consists of three parts:

• The Gospels and the book of Acts are historical in nature. Their 
authors would need accurate recollection of events.

• The epistles are doctrinal in nature. They were designed to impart 
instruction and guidance for our believing and behaving. Their 
authors would need keen insight into the truths of God.

• The book of Revelation is concerned to some degree with things to 
come (Rev. 1:19). Its author would need insight into the future.
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The night before he was crucified, Jesus assured his disciples that the 
Holy Spirit would provide them with each of those needed elements. He 
would call things to their remembrance (John 14:26). He would guide them 
into all truth (John 16:13). He would also disclose to them things to come 
(John 16:13).

No matter where we turn in Scripture, then, we may rest assured that the 
Lord Jesus himself has, as it were, initialled every page! But why should we 
accept the testimony of Jesus regarding the Bible? The answer is that it is 
obvious that Jesus was no ordinary man (as we shall see in later chapters). 
The miracles that he performed and the teachings that he proclaimed made 
it abundantly evident that he was exactly the Person he claimed to be—God 
in human flesh.

The crowning proof is Jesus’s resurrection. Ordinary men do not come 
out of their graves, but Jesus came out of his! That fact proves indisputably, 
as Paul says, that he is ‘the Son of God with power’ (Rom. 1:4).

How do we know that he rose from the dead? Because the tomb was 
empty. Many people saw him. Many lives were changed by the risen Christ. 
Presented with such evidence, any unbiased jury could hand down only one 
verdict: Jesus rose from the grave!

With such evidence for such a person, does it not make sense to accept 
his testimony regarding the Bible? Even if it means I must set aside the 
conclusions of thousands of scholars, I will accept the testimony of Jesus. 
His credentials put him in a class by himself.

There are, of course, those who reject this line of reasoning on the grounds 
that it is circular in nature. They say, ‘You are using the Bible to prove 
Christ, and Christ to prove the Bible.’ What shall we say to this objection? 
Are we using circular reasoning? To some extent, all those who assert any 
kind of ultimate authority for their beliefs must employ such reasoning. 
Everyone who seeks to be logically consistent has to have some reason for 
believing as he or she does. There has to be some higher authority. Here is 
Mr Evolutionist. He believes the world is as it is because of evolution, and 
the world as it is convinces him that evolution is true. Meet Mr Reason. His 
reasoning power is his higher authority. Why? Because it seems reasonable 
to him. Along comes Miss No Higher Authority. She does not accept any 
higher authority because she does not know of any higher authority. And 
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then there is Mrs Happiness, who believes that happiness is the authority 
by which she should live because it makes her happy to do so.

The fact that an argument is circular in nature does not necessarily mean 
it is invalid. In the case of the Bible, the element of circular reasoning that is 
present certainly does not disprove it. We must always remember that the 
Bible that testifies to Christ is not itself confirmed by Christ alone but also 
by the evidences mentioned above.

The testimony of the Holy Spirit

While the above proofs are certainly valid, they are not sufficient in and 
of themselves to convince us that the Bible is the Word of God. In the last 
analysis, it takes the Spirit of God bearing witness to Scripture to do that, as 
indicated by the Westminster Confession: ‘… we are completely persuaded 
and assured of the infallible truth and divine authority of the Bible only by 
the inward working of the Holy Spirit, Who testifies by and with the word 
in our hearts.’3 In other words, we do not believe the Bible simply because 
the Bible tells us to believe the Bible, but rather because the Spirit of God 
tells us to believe it as we read it. While the external proofs are compelling, 
it is this internal persuasion that is decisive.

The Bible does not contain all that is true, but all that is in the Bible 
is true! How blessed we are to have it! It is important for us to keep the 
following words in mind when we pick up and open the Bible: ‘Buy the 
truth, and do not sell it’ (Prov. 23:23). This verse teaches that we are both 
to purchase and preserve the truth. To purchase it means to pay the price 
for it. What is the price of truth? It is diligent study! We have not purchased 
the truth if we merely know that the Bible is the Word of God; we must 
burrow into it by reading it, studying it and listening to it proclaimed. Note 
these lines:

These hath God married, and no man shall part: 
Dust on the Bible and drought in the heart.4

To preserve the truth means that we are to hold on to it. We are not to 
‘sell out’ to false teachers and their teachings, no matter how popular and 
appealing they may be.

When it comes to the truth, far too many of us today are sellers rather 
than buyers!
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