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Opening up zechariah

2horns, hammers and a 
measuring line
(1:18–2:5)

After years of captivity in Babylon, the Jewish 
people returned home with a spirit of rejoicing. 
But their happiness soon melted in the bright 
glare of harsh realities. The land was in a terrible 
condition. Their houses were gone. The temple 
in Jerusalem was gone. There was no protecting 
wall around the city of Jerusalem. And the 
neighbouring nations were less than thrilled at 
the thought of the Jews reconstituting 
themselves as a nation.

To make things worse, the Jews themselves had 
very meagre resources with which to accomplish 
all that needed to be done. All in all, it made for 
a depressing and distressing time.

God’s people today can identify with the Jews of that era. 
We are called to build for God, as they were. Our building is 
not with wood, mortar and stone; it is spiritual in nature. We 
are called to build God’s kingdom by declaring all around 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.
The	work	has	always	been	difficult,	and	the	church	has	
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always encountered opposition. But the work is getting 
more	difficult	because	the	opposition	to	the	things	of	God	
is growing by leaps and bounds. What does God have to 
say to his people who feel their weakness and face snarling 
antagonism?

We can take comfort from the fact that God has something 
to say. He addressed his people Israel at the point of their 
need by giving Zechariah two heart-lifting visions.

God gives a hammer for every horn (1:18–21)

The prophet sees four horns and four carpenters. The angel, 
who served as something of a vision tour guide for Zechariah, 
left no doubt about the meaning of the vision. The horns 
represented the enemies of Israel. Why horns? Horns were 
commonly used in that day as symbols of power. The most 
powerful animals were those with horns. Why four? T. V. 
Moore answers,

The number four has given rise to many fanciful conjectures, 

but undoubtedly refers to the four cardinal points of the 

compass, which include every possible direction, and so 

represent all possible enemies. Wherever the people of God 

turned, there was a power to oppose them. Such was the 

condition of the Jews then, with the Assyrian, Chaldean 

and Samaritan on the north, the Egyptian on the south, the 

Philistine on the west, and the Ammonite and Moabite on the 

east, they were encircled with foes.1

All these enemies had, at one time or another, ‘scattered 
Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem’ (v. 19). The word ‘scattered’ 
refers to a very violent action. Furthermore, these same foes 
continued to be a threat to the Israel of Zechariah’s time. 
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But Israel was not just a weak political and military entity 
in a world full of powerful entities; Israel could never be 
explained in political terms alone. She was God’s covenant 
nation. God had promised that she would survive.

God conveyed Israel’s security to the prophet by also 
causing him to see four carpenters. Not one, two or three, but 
four! God had a hammer for each horn! Let’s hear from T. V. 
Moore again: ‘... for every enemy there was an antagonizing 
instrument to counteract it, already provided by God. 
Hence, although on all sides there were enemies to oppose 
the erection of the temple, and the completion of the city, 
there was provided by God a neutralizing and counteracting 
power adequate to destroy them all.’2 Moore further writes, 
‘The	event	has	verified	the	prediction.	The	temple	went	up,	
and the city was builded, in spite of all the efforts of opposing 
enemies ...’3

Today’s church has enemies with political power, the power 
of the media and the power of academia. What chance does 
she have in a world set on her destruction? None at all if we 
look at the church as just one of several entities that make up 
society, but that is no explanation for the church. She is God’s. 
He has loved her and redeemed her through the death of his 
Son, and he will never allow the horns of this world to destroy 
her. The Lord Jesus himself promised to build his church, and 
guaranteed that even the ‘gates of Hades’ would not prevail 
against her (Matt. 16:18). We should understand the ‘gates of 
Hades’ to depict all the schemes, devices and teachings that the 
devil sends out to destroy the church. Not one will succeed. 
The world has often showed up for the funeral of the church, 
only to discover that the corpse was not there.
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God gives wideness for narrowness (2:1–5)

In his next vision Zechariah saw a man with a measuring 
line. The prophet asked, ‘Where are you going?’ The man 
responded, ‘To measure Jerusalem, to see what is its width 
and what is its length’ (vv. 1–2).

The enemies of the church are always measuring her, and 
as they measure, they offer their assessments and predictions. 
The	church	is	losing	her	influence!	She	is	destined	to	become	
extinct! There is always a gleeful narrowness in the world’s 
measuring of the church.

God’s measuring yields a totally different outlook for his 
people than does the measuring of the world. Jerusalem, the 
emblem of the people of God, would so expand and grow 
that she would, as T. V. Moore puts it, ‘inhabit villages’.4 
She would grow beyond her own boundaries and incorporate 
villages near her. She would grow beyond her own walls 
to become a city without walls. This would in no way 
undermine her security because God himself would be her 
protecting	wall,	a	wall	of	fire	that	would	consume	any	enemy	
that would dare approach (v. 5).
The	prophecies	of	the	Old	Testament	are	often	fulfilled	on	

more than one level. This particular prophecy may very well 
have	had	some	fulfilment	in	the	physical	growth	of	the	city	of	
Jerusalem	through	the	centuries,	but	the	ultimate	fulfilment	will	
come when the New Jerusalem comes down from God to adorn 
the	new	earth	(Rev.	21:1–2).	That	glorious	city	will	be	the	final	
and eternal proof that God always had a greater wideness in 
mind for his people than the world could ever imagine.
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FoR FURtheR stUDy

1. read 1 corinthians 3:10. What is the foundation of the church?

2. read ephesians 5:27. What is the goal of christ regarding his church?

to thInK ABoUt AnD DIsCUss

1. What are some of the schemes or devices that Satan has sent out of hell down the 

years to try to destroy the church? What devices is he using against the church today? 

Will they succeed?

2. how do you think the church should respond to persecution? how should christians 

help and encourage other christians who are being persecuted around the world?


