
2Dishonou r i ng  
God ’s  name
(1:6-8)

The faith of the people of Israel during Malachi’s
day was burning low. God sent the prophet to
show the people their condition and to call them
back to a vibrant and living faith.

One evidence of their flickering faith was their doubting
God’s love for them.

The verses above bring us to yet another evidence, namely,
their dishonouring of the name of God. This would be
astonishing enough if the Lord had raised this issue with the
people in general, but he primarily addresses the religious
leadership of the nation (1:6; 2:1). Religious leaders with no
regard for the name of God! Imagine it!

Why were they to honour God’s name? (v. 6)

On the ground of affection 

Out of love for their children, fathers provide for their needs
and protect them from dangers. The Lord here identifies
himself as Israel’s father. He has already declared his love for
his people (v. 2), and he has given evidences or proofs of that
love (vv. 2-5).
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What was the proper response to such love? The Lord
himself answers, ‘A son honours his father… ’ (v. 6).

This is generally true. Sons have real affection for their
fathers and seek to do things that will honour them. There
are, of course, fathers who make themselves unworthy of the
respect and affection of their sons, but this was not the case
with God. There could never be a better father. 

Shockingly enough, the priests responded to the
fatherhood of God, not by seeking to honour him, but rather
by doing things to dishonour him. The Lord asks, ‘Where is
my honour?’

On the ground of obligation 

The Lord changes the figure by also pointing out that the
servant honours his master.

The people of Israel were called to serve the Lord as their
Master, and were more obligated to do so than any servant.
But they were refusing to show reverence to God. John
Benton says, ‘Reverence is not the homage which weak minds
pay to religious tradition and the status quo; it is rather the
loving, sincere and practical recognition of the greatness of
God.’1

After hearing God’s accusation, we might expect the
priests to say something along these lines: ‘We have been
dishonouring God’s name? Oh, God, forgive us and help us!’

They responded in a far different way: ‘In what way have
we despised your name?’ (v. 6). 

They refused to take the charge home to their hearts, and
chose rather to debate with God about it.

These figures have as much meaning and application today
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as they did in Malachi’s day. The people of God in every
generation are in the same relationship to God. We are his
children and his servants. We are to love him and to obey him.
As we read the Lord’s message to Israel of old, we must ask
ourselves if we are doing better than they in loving and
serving God. 

Is the Lord saying to us, ‘Where is my honour?’ Is he
asking, ‘Where is my reverence?’

What does the Lord say about our love for him? Is he
repeating the words he spoke to the church of Ephesus: ‘ … I
have this against you, that you have left your first love’? (Rev.
2:4).

Is the Lord asking us the same question that he put before
his disciples long ago: ‘But why do you call Me “Lord, Lord,”
and do not do the things which I say?’ (Luke 6:46).

How were they dishonouring God’s name? (vv. 7-8)

What was God’s basis for accusing them of dishonouring his
name? Verse 7 tells us that the
priests were offering ‘defiled food’
to God. Verse 8 tells us that they
were bringing the blind, the lame
and the sick to God.
They were supposed to bring their
best to God, and they were
bringing their worst. They were
offering as sacrifices the very
animals that were likely to die very
soon. Thus they were not really
sacrificing anything at all! They
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were essentially saying that God was not worthy of their
best.

To drive his point home, the Lord tells them to try the same
thing with their governor (v. 8)! No political leader of that
day would have been pleased with his people paying their
taxes with diseased animals. They would not even try to get
by with such a thing! But they were doing it with their
supreme ruler!

In telling them to take their worthless offerings to the
governor, the Lord gives his people of every era a valuable test
by which they can determine how they are going about their
service to him: are we trying to pass off on God things we
would not dare pass off on a human superior?

Here are some things people often say to excuse
themselves from worshipping and serving God:

‘I’m tired.’
‘I had to do this so much as a child, I got burned out on it.’
‘I felt unappreciated.’
‘No one spoke to me.’

Would we dare use such excuses with our employers? If
not, we should not dare use them with God! John Benton
pointedly asks: ‘How can we possibly have less respect for the
King of kings than we do for the political powers who are
appointed by him?’2

Are we giving our best to God in worship? Do we arrive on
time with hearts that are prepared and eager to worship? Do
we concentrate on what we are doing in public worship? Or
do we allow our thoughts to wander? Do we give the
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preaching of God’s Word a grateful and careful hearing? Or
have we allowed our familiarity with the things of God to
dull our appreciation for them? Have we lost the wonder of it
all? Have we brought ourselves under the following
indictment of the Lord Jesus: 

Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying:
‘These people draw near to
Me with their mouth,
And honour me with their lips,
But their heart is far from me… ’
(Matt. 15:7-8).

We like to avoid thinking about such things, but the more
we avoid them, the more our faith weakens. And the more it
weakens, the more we rob ourselves of peace, joy and
comfort in the Lord. The way back from a sputtering faith is
to stop making excuses for ourselves and recognize again the
privilege of having God as our Father and our Master.
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FOR FURTHER STUDY

1. Read Matthew 22:34-40. What do we learn from these verses about our duty to love

God? Read Romans 12:11. How are we to go about serving the Lord?

2. Read Exodus 20:7; Psalm 34:3; 54:6; Matthew 6:9. What responsibilities do we

have pertaining to the name of God?

TO THINK ABOUT AND DISCUSS

1. Why should the name of God be precious to us? Identify some ways in which God’s

name is being dishonoured today.

2. What are some ways in which we can show reverence for the name of God?
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