
2Jesus, only
Saviour 
(2:5-18)

The unique wonder of the Christian gospel is
that the Son of God became a man like us, in
total humanity, in order that he might become
the man for us.

A man like us

T
here will always be mysteries about the humanity
of Jesus when we think of his essential deity. How
did he grow up? What were the sphere and reality
of his temptations? Were there self-imposed

limits to his knowledge? What is certain is contained in verse
17. He was like us ‘in every way’. That includes his maleness,
so that we cannot in a misplaced inclusive zeal say that he was
like his brothers and sisters in every way; he did not share his
sisters’ femininity.
The writer quotes from Psalm 8, which had proclaimed the

uniqueness of mankind in the created order: we were made
‘in the image of God’ (Gen. 1:27) with authority over
creation under God himself, and with God-given ability to
make choices, leading both to great evil and remarkable
goodness. In the words of Pascal, the French philosopher,

17

OPENING UP HEBREWS

Opening up Hebrews - inners_Opening up HebrewsSD.qxd  09/09/2016  10:55  Page 17



mankind is ‘the glory and scum of the universe’. Yet man was
made ‘a little lower than the angels’ and has been given
authority over the world to come (v. 5). That is a great
statement of faith, given the evidence of man’s frailty and
disobedience in this present world. For Jesus, the glory and
honour were his rights; the humanity, a willing lowly descent.
We cannot doubt therefore that Jesus shared our

temptations to the full: ‘He himself suffered when he was
tempted’ (v. 18). This truth is repeated in 4:15, to emphasize
it. He also was able not to sin. We dare not subtly change that
phrase and suggest that he was not able to sin, as we would
then destroy the reality of his humanity. Indeed, his
temptations went way beyond what we can know, we who so
often fall at the first or second hurdle in temptation’s
pathway.
All of this was to enable Jesus to be our representative in

the great plan of salvation. He had to ‘taste death for
everyone’ (v. 9). In his manhood and mortality he shared our
lot so that in his ministry he might become our ‘Pathfinder’.
The word translated ‘author’ in verse 10 is very rich biblically.
It is given as ‘Prince’ in Acts 5:31, but ‘author’ here, in 12:2
and Acts 3:15. The word speaks of one who goes before to
open up the way. In military terms it includes the note of risk
and sacrifice. In the Old Testament narrative it has a parallel
in the Joseph story, when a betrayed brother came through
rejection and prison to be a prince and a saviour of his own
family, even of those who had been the agents of his
suffering. Joseph sums it up thus in Gen 50:20—‘You
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to
accomplish … the saving of many lives.’
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In his remarkable representative ministry, Jesus had to
know the discipline mentioned in verse 10, enough to boggle
any mind, that of being made ‘perfect through suffering’.
How the Son of God could be made perfect is incredible and
humbling. It means that we have a fully sympathetic Saviour,
one who is ‘able to help those who are being tempted’ (v. 18);
an example to us in the hour of testing, but also a unique
person, seen supremely in the cross which is ever central in
this letter and the whole of the Christian faith.

The man for us 

This title is the meaningful description of Christ given by the
German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who suffered much
for his faith. The three great Christian festivals help us to
keep the balance here: Christmas speaks of God with us;
Easter, of God forus; Pentecost, of God inus. Beware of any
sub-Christian message which wants the first and last without
the middle. Then you would have an empty sandwich of an
incarnational witness to the world without a saving message
to the sinner, or an experiential offer without an atoning
substance. The cross is always the centre, and constantly the
scandal. 
For Jesus there could be no shortcut. Verse 9 reminds us

that he could only be crowned with glory because first ‘he
suffered death’ on our behalf. So his great temptations, both
in the wilderness at the start of his ministry (see Matt. 4:1-11)
and in the garden at the end (Luke 22:39-46) were aimed to
cause him to bypass the cross. Thankfully he defeated Satan
and we can rejoice in the truths of verses 14-15. The verb
‘destroy’ speaks of taking the deadly fuse out of a killer
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bomb. Brave men still risk and often lose their lives doing that
dangerous work to save others. For them it is high risk; for
Jesus a dead certainty, but with resurrection to follow for him
and untold blessings to us.
The whole purpose behind the coming of Jesus into the

world was that he might destroy the works of the devil
(compare 1 John 3:8 with v. 14). Thus in countless churches
across the globe people enter on Christmas Day to celebrate
the birth of Jesus by eating bread and drinking wine to
commemorate his death. That really is as unique as Jesus
himself is unique.
For his Jewish readers, the writer now begins to move into

the central thesis of his letter, using the analogy of the Day of
Atonement, so central to Old Testament worship.
There the high priest, on behalf of his people, entered into

the holiest place in the Temple covered with the sacrificial
blood of animals. The solemn ritual had to be repeated year
after year, since the ritual was only symbolic, waiting for that
great day when the final, once-for-all sacrifice would have
been made and the way to God made possible for all. History
was turned on its head that day outside Jerusalem’s walls
when Jesus, the God-man, cried triumphantly ‘It is finished’,
and the temple curtain was torn from top to bottom, the
work of God’s hand not man’s revolution. How dare we ever
go back behind that truth! 
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