
4 the  
appeal
(1:11–12)

It has always been incumbent upon God’s saints 
to pray (1 Sam. 12:23). Intercessory prayer is an 
obligation when we are labouring in fellowship 
together for God’s glory, for we are constantly 
in need of Christ’s help (Col. 4:2–4). So, after 
having prayed for them in verse 3, Paul tells the 
Thessalonian believers what thoughts occupy 
his heart and mind when he appeals to God on 
their behalf. He writes, ‘Therefore we also pray 
always for you.’

He makes three requests to God: firstly, ‘that our 
God would count you worthy of this calling’ 
(v. 11a), remembering that God has called 
them unconditionally to salvation through 

Jesus Christ. Salvation is all of grace and it is out of God’s 
goodness that sinners are elected and forgiven (Eph. 1:5–6; 
9–10). Thus ‘this calling’ occurs when, at God’s predestined, 
chosen moment, he opens the heart through the work of the 
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Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:30; Acts 16:14). ‘The call is an effective 
call, and implies that the one who is called obeys that call.’1 
Those who are called by grace must seek to be worthy of the 
privilege of sonship.

Secondly, Paul prays that they might ‘fulfill all the good 
pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power’. 
Calvin comments, ‘God was prompted by nothing but his 
own goodness.’2 God’s adopted children please their Father 
when they do his will, walking by faith and not by sight. 
Faith without works is dead, so it is the duty of all Christians 
to pray that they will have God’s power in their souls in 
order that they may continue in good works (James 2:20). As 
someone once said, ‘Faith is always busy.’ God must work in 
us, or we cannot work out his will (Phil. 2:12–13).

Thirdly, Paul prays ‘that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
may be glorified in you, and you in Him’ (v. 12). This is why 
he prays for them in the first place. God intends all things to 
lead to the glory of Christ his Son (Phil. 2:9–11) and it is his 
intention that we share in that glory with him (John 14:1–3; 
Rev. 19:7–8). These plans involve the church as it abides in 
Christ (John 15:5), and all of this is due to the unmerited 
favour of God the Father and the Son: ‘according to the grace 
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ’ (v. 12).

42

Opening up 2 thessalOnians

Opening up 2Thess.indd   42 20/10/2008   11:46:34



FoR FuRthER StuDy

1. study James 5:13–18 and note: (i) when prayer should be made (vv. 13–14); (ii) 

the connection between true prayer and confession (vv. 15–16); (iii) the power of the 

prayer of faith (vv. 16b–18).

2. Read Romans 1:9; ephesians 1:15–23; philippians 1:4–6; Colossians 1:9–12; 

2 timothy 1:3; philemon 6. From paul’s prayers, list the goals that god wants to be 

achieved in all those who believe.

3. what is the role of the holy spirit in our prayers? see John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7–15; 

Romans 8: 9–10, 15, 26–27.

to think aBout anD DiSCuSS

1. Jesus asks for specific prayer in luke 10:2. what are we to pray for, and how can we 

make sure that we pray this prayer?

2. why might god not hear our prayers? (see luke 18:1–8; James 4:2–3; ps. 66:18.)

3. why is it important to pray in ‘Jesus’ name’ (see John 14:13–14)?

4. the Bible is full of encouragements to pray. Read the following passages: 1 samuel 

1–2; Matthew 6:9–15; luke 18:1–8; James 5:13–19. how do these verses encourage 

you in your prayer life?
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