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You have been preparing yourself for weeks

and now the big day has finally arrived; you

have the interview for the job you have always

dreamed of. 

Y
ou sit in a room nervously skimming through a

magazine and then get talking to another one of

the candidates. The conversation is not exactly

encouraging as you discover that he is better

qualified for the job than you are. Nevertheless, when you

meet the interview panel you give it your best effort. A few

days later a letter from the company drops on to your

doormat offering you the job and, after a few moments of

ecstasy, you ask yourself, ‘Why did they choose me?’ 

God had appointed Paul to be an apostle and had entrusted

him with the good news so that he would pass it on to other

people, plant new churches and help Christians grow in their

faith. But when he thinks about this, he asks, ‘Why me?’ There

was nothing about his old way of life that would have moved

God to choose him; it could only be attributed to God’s mercy.
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It is likely that Paul had come under a lot of criticism from

the people who had brought new ideas into the church at

Ephesus and this would have been designed to undermine his

teaching. So it is important for Paul to reassert his authority

as an apostle in order to convince the church to return to the

truth he first brought them. 

A grateful servant 

Paul was thankful that God had ‘judged [him] faithful’ by

appointing him to such a great task. He was not saying that

there was something in his favour, making him more suitable.

The term ‘faithful’ is linked to the word ‘entrusted’ (v. 11)

and it is used to express Paul’s gratitude for the fact that God

has given him such an important responsibility.

Any possibility that he may be promoting himself is swept

away by some of the details given about his old life. He was a

blasphemer; he was violent, persecuting Christians,

travelling from town to town in his campaign of hatred

against them, putting them in prison and agreeing to their

execution. In fact, in the book of Acts we are told that when

Stephen was stoned, ‘the witnesses laid down their garments

at the feet of a young man named Saul’ (Acts 7:58). Paul says

that he acted ‘ignorantly in unbelief’. He is not making

excuses; he is saying that he was completely ignorant of the

truth because of his unbelief.  

Paul was not a Christian, let alone an apostle, through

anything he had to offer. He was one only because of God’s

mercy and grace. Mercy is shown to someone who has

nothing to commend himself to the person whose help he
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needs. And grace speaks of the way in which God accepts us

even though we are incapable of earning his favour. Grace is

not in short measure. It ‘overflowed for [him] with the faith

and love that are in Christ Jesus’ (v. 14). 

An example of God’s patience

This leads Paul to refer to the first of the five ‘trustworthy

sayings’ that are to be found in this letter. It is not certain

where these sayings come from. Some say that they were

catch-phrases used in the church to help people remember

the most important points of Paul’s teaching. Perhaps they

were even devised by Paul himself. Others say that they were

phrases Paul used to emphasize important aspects of his

teaching. Whatever they were, there is one thing that is

certain and that is that the apostle is drawing attention to a

fundamental truth which God has revealed. In this

trustworthy saying the truth is: ‘Christ Jesus came into the

world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost’ (v. 15).

What a contrast to the new teachers! They were proud and

self-righteous, but Paul realized that he was a sinner who had

been rescued by God’s unmerited favour. Although he was

ashamed of the way he had acted in the past, he was able to

rejoice that his life was an example to others of God’s ‘perfect

patience’(v. 16) so that they too might have faith in Christ and

receive eternal life. 

The passage finishes with another contrast with the new

teachers. They devoted themselves to ‘myths and endless

genealogies, which promote speculations’ (v. 4), but Paul was

devoted to Christ. He makes a declaration about God’s
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greatness in verse 17.

Do we, as Christians, ever think about the work God has

done in us and wonder why he chose us? We would find this a

helpful exercise because it will remind us that God has saved

us because of his grace. It will also serve to deepen our

appreciation of all that he has done in our lives.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

1. Paul refers to his sense of responsibility when he says that he is thankful that he has

been ‘judged faithful’ to have been appointed to God’s service. How does this affect

the standards that he sets for his ministry? (See 2 Cor. 4:1-6.)

2. Read Galatians 1:13-16. How does Paul link the grace shown to him when he first

came to Christ with the ministry he has been called to? What does this tell us about the

way each Christian should understand the work that God has given him or her to do?

TO THINK ABOUT AND DISCUSS

1. What encouragement does Paul's description of his life before he was a Christian

give us for the work of evangelism?

2. Dramatic testimonies are often widely published and can be very effective but

sometimes there can be such an emphasis on them that God's work in the lives of

ordinary people gets neglected. What do you think Christian leaders and publishers

should do to address this? 
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