
Setting the scene

Most of the Thessalonians were Greeks,

although many Orientals and some Romans

lived among them. A large Jewish colony had

also been attracted by the commerce of the city.

P
aul and Silas, along with Timothy, arrived in the city

in AD 50. Following his usual custom, Paul went

into the synagogue and for three Sabbath days

reasoned with the congregation from the Scriptures,

‘explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise

from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the

Christ,” he said’ (Acts 17:3).

Paul did not spend time talking about the city of

Thessalonica and its commercial advantages, or enter into a

debate with the local politicians; rather he focused attention

on the Saviour of the world. His message was always the

same: Jesus Christ and him crucified. As a result some of the

Jews believed that this Jesus was the promised Messiah and

‘joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing

Greeks and not a few prominent women’ (Acts 17:4). They

left the synagogue and assembled in Jason’s house, where

Paul and Silas lodged.

Whenever God moves in saving power, opposition arises.

Some of the Jews became jealous and rounded up various
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bad characters from the market

place, formed a mob and started a

riot in the city. They rushed to

Jason’s house in search of Paul and

Silas in order to bring them out to

the crowd, but they did not find

them there. Instead they dragged

Jason and some other brothers

before the city officials, accusing

them of being the men ‘who have

caused trouble all over the world… They are all defying

Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called

Jesus’ (Acts 17:6-7). The crowd and city officials were thrown

into turmoil. On the one hand, they had to take notice of

such a serious charge; on the other, they had no evidence with

which to convict the accused men, so they put Jason and the

others on bail and let them go.

Paul and Silas, following Jesus’ injunction, ‘When you are

persecuted in one place, flee to another’ (Matt. 10:23),

slipped away at night to Berea.

Paul was greatly distressed that he had to leave a newly

formed church in Thessalonica and yearned to see them

again. When he could stand it no longer, he sent Timothy

from Athens back to Thessalonica to comfort them in the

midst of their persecutions. Timothy later joined Paul in

Corinth and gave him an encouraging report about their

progress in the faith. Paul was delighted and wrote his epistle

to them from Corinth during his second missionary journey

in AD 51.
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FOR FURTHER STUDY

1. Read Acts 17:1-10. Were Paul and Silas right to escape from Thessalonica? Should

we interpret his actions as cowardice, common sense or obedience to God’s word?

Can you name other occasions when Paul fled from dangerous situations?

2. Read the last few verses of each chapter of 1 Thessalonians.What is one of the main

themes of the epistle?

TO THINK ABOUT AND DISCUSS

1. Why is it so important for Christians to focus on Jesus Christ? What sometimes

distracts us from preaching ‘Jesus Christ and him crucified’?

2. In Thessalonica there were Greeks, Romans, Orientals and Jews. Is the Christian

message always the same, or should we try to adapt it to different nationalities? Read

1 Corinthians 9:20-22.What did Paul mean when he said, ‘I have become all things to

all men so that by all possible means I might save some’?

3. Paul loved the Thessalonians. How did he express his love for them? How do you

express your love for other Christians?
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