
The mastermind

W
hat are your favourite hobbies and interests? I’m sure you must

have some! In the following chapters we’re going to look at some

of my interests and find out what the Bible teaches about them

and what they teach us about the Bible. But first I want to introduce you to a

very interesting man who is going to help us on our way. You’ve heard of

King David who wrote most of the Psalms; you’ve heard of David’s son,

King Solomon, who wrote most of the Proverbs. But if you turn in your

Bible to Proverbs chapter 30, you will find that it was written by another

man, ‘Agur the son of Jakeh’ (v.1). And that’s all we know about him! But as

we look through his chapter we can learn a lot about his character. I think

you’ll agree that he was a very clever man, a good thinker, someone who
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kept his eyes open and who was very interested in the things going on

around him in God’s creation. He was also a man who respected God and

who had a good understanding of God’s word. But let’s find out what he

has to say about himself—and it may come as a bit of a shock!

Agur’s view of self
Surely I am more stupid than any man, and do not have the understanding of a man. I

neither learned wisdom nor have knowledge of the Holy One (vv.2–3).

Some people talk like that without meaning it, but Agur meant every

word. When he thought about God, the great and ‘Holy One’, Agur felt

very small. He goes on to ask some very deep questions—‘Who has

ascended into heaven, or descended? Who has gathered the wind in his

fists? Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the

ends of the earth? What is his name, and what is his Son’s name, if you

know?’ (v.4).

Agur had to confess that he didn’t know the answers. The deeds of God

are far too wonderful for a mere man to explain fully. Agur would agree

with the words of David, ‘Such knowledge is too wonderful for me’ (Psalm

139:6). How different to many people today who make out that they are so

clever; they would have us believe that they know everything! But the big

difference is that they do not know the God who made them. Agur did. Do

you sometimes feel proud of yourself and think that others ought to praise

you? Because of our disobedience to God we all get like that at times. The

Bible puts us in our place.

Listen to what the apostle Paul wrote to some churches—he told

everyone ‘not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think’

(Romans 12:3). ‘And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows

nothing yet as he ought to know’ (1 Corinthians 8:2). ‘For if anyone thinks

himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself’

(Galatians 6:3). What good company Agur was in! We can speak highly

about him, but it was to his credit that he could speak humbly about

himself. In fact he was obeying one of the proverbs of Solomon in an earlier

chapter—‘Let another man praise you, and not your own mouth; a

stranger, and not your own lips’ (Proverbs 27:2).
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Next, in complete contrast, Agur speaks very highly indeed about

something completely different.

Agur’s view of Scripture
Every word of God is pure; he is a shield to those who put their trust in him. Do not add

to his words, lest he rebuke you, and you be found a liar (vv.5–6).

Agur wanted to praise God and God’s Word and here he teaches us two

important lessons about God’s Word. We can rely on it to be completely

true and there is absolutely no need to add anything to it. Isn’t the Bible a

wonderful book? And isn’t it a wonderful thing that we can trust in God, its

author, to be our protector?

But Agur also warns us to take God’s Word seriously and not to fool

around with it. Don’t be misled by people who may tell you that you can’t

believe in Genesis or the miracles of Jesus or the resurrection or many other

important truths about God and about yourself. God knows better than

these people do. The whole of his word is true. And beware of people who

want to add to the Bible. They may tell you that you have to do certain

things to be right with God; if these things are not in the Bible, don’t take

any notice. They may hand you another book which they say is more

important than the Bible; don’t bother with it. They may make out that

God has told them something special that he has left out of his word. Just

remember what Agur said—‘Do not add to his words’. Are you glad and

excited that you’ve got God’s very own word in your very own Bible?

Remember how God expects us to treat his word—‘You shall not add to the

word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the

commandments of the LORD your God which I command you’

(Deuteronomy 4:2).

When we read God’s Word we learn about the things God hates; if we

love God we ought to love the things he loves and hate the things he hates.

Agur thought like that. God hates sin, so Agur hated sin and he was afraid

of falling into sin. The next part of his chapter is a prayer to God about this.

Agur’s view of sin
How well do you know the Ten Commandments? Agur knew them very
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well and reminds us of a few of them. How well do you know the Lord’s

Prayer? Agur didn’t know it—he lived centuries before the Lord Jesus

Christ—but in his prayer he even has some of the same thoughts as those

that would be in the Lord’s Prayer. See if you can spot the connections:

• ‘Remove falsehood and lies far from me’ (v.8); ‘You shall not bear

false witness against your neighbour’ (Exodus 20:16). Ask God to

help you not to tell lies.

• ‘Give me neither poverty nor riches—feed me with the food allotted to

me …’ (v.8); ‘Give us this day our daily bread’ (Matthew 6:11). God

knows exactly what you need. Ask him to give you that, just that.

• ‘… lest I be full and deny you, and say, “Who is the LORD?” Or lest

I be poor and steal’ (v.9); ‘You shall not steal …’ (Exodus 20:15). Ask

God to help you never to steal something that doesn’t belong to you.

• ‘… and profane the name of my God’ (v.9); ‘You shall not take the

name of the LORD your God in vain’ (Exodus 20:7). ‘Our Father in

heaven, hallowed be Your name’ (Matthew 6:9). Ask God to help

you not to do or say things which dishonour his name.

Agur certainly knew how to pray, didn’t he? We could sum up his prayer in

the words of the Lord’s Prayer—‘And do not lead us into temptation, but

deliver us from the evil one’ (Matthew 6:13).

In the next few verses Agur has some more of the Ten Commandments on

his mind. He speaks of ‘a generation that curses its father, and does not bless

its mother’ (v.11) and of the ‘eye that mocks his father, and scorns obedience

to his mother’ (v.17), which ought to remind us of the commandment

‘Honour your father and your mother’ (Exodus 20:12). Ask God to help you

show proper respect to your parents. Agur even refers to people who commit

adultery and who are unfaithful to their marriage-partners, reminding us

that God said ‘You shall not commit adultery’ (Exodus 20:14).

Perhaps you feel that you don’t need to ask God to protect you from

doing something as horrible as that, or from something as awful as

murdering somebody. Perhaps you don’t think that you have ever lied or

stolen something or dishonoured your parents or God’s name. There are

plenty of people who would say that they don’t sin. Read carefully what

Agur says about them. He describes them as ‘a generation that is pure in its

own eyes, yet is not washed from its filthiness’ (v.12).
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You may think that you are good and even religious, but it’s what God says

about us that counts, not what we say about ourselves. The apostle Paul tells

us that ‘all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God’ (Romans 3:23).

Agur knew that included him, and it includes you and me as well. The Lord

Jesus Christ came to this earth and died on the cross not to save those people

who are too proud to own up to God about their sin, but to forgive and save

those who would own up and pray ‘God be merciful to me a sinner’ (Luke

18:13). That’s why some very bad people who have done some terrible things

get saved and go to heaven, while lots of very good religious people don’t

own up to being sinners and never get forgiven. What about you?

As we close this chapter written by Agur, we’re going to see another side

to his character. So far we’ve heard him talking about self, Scripture and sin.

Agur’s view of science and society
You may have been told that Christians are boring killjoys. Don’t you believe

it! Christians have to be serious about serious things, as Agur was, but Agur

had his eyes open. He was wide awake. He looked around at God’s creation

and enjoyed it. He was ‘with it’ in the best possible sense! So many things

seemed to interest him—the elements (fire, earth, water) in verse 16,

transport (ships) in verse 19, as well as all different kinds of people (servants,

kings, fools, husbands, wives, and so on).

But his great hobby seems to have been zoology. He almost takes us on a

guided tour of the zoo (or, if you don’t approve of zoos, what about the

wildlife park?). First we peep into the Aquarium, I imagine. Agur shows us

the leech (v.15), that worm which sucks blood—a bit creepy, but doctors have

found it very useful! Next Agur takes us to the Birds of Prey Aviaries for a spot

of bird-watching. Do you remember what Jesus said? ‘Look at the birds of

the air’ (Matthew 6:26). First we see the ravens and young eagles being fed

(v.17). Then we are treated to a special display of falconry and we observe ‘the

way of an eagle in the air’ (v.19). ‘Isn’t that a wonderful sight?’ exclaims Agur.

Now we’re whisked off to the Reptile House to see ‘the way of a serpent on a

rock’ (v.19). ‘Amazing!’ says our guide.

Then he’s off again, leading us round some of the other animal houses in

search of some small but wise creatures. In the Insect House we observe ants

preparing for the winter (v.25), locusts on the march (v.27) and some spiders
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(v.28)—if you use a Bible version other than the New King James you may

need to go back to the Reptile House at this point to see some lizards instead

of the spiders; the Small Mammal House includes a group of rock badgers

hiding in the rocks (v.26). We’ll visit these small wise creatures in another

chapter when we’ve got more time.

But for now we’ll make do with a quick look at the lions (v.30)—again,

we’ll come back to the big cats in another chapter—and pay a visit to the

Children’s Zoo where we see a greyhound and a male goat (v.31). Agur’s

whistle-stop guided tour is at an end.

However, just before he leaves us, Agur has what we might call ‘a sting in

the tail’. Are you ready for it? ‘If you have been foolish in exalting yourself, or

if you have devised evil, put your hand on your mouth’ (v.32). What can he

mean? I think he must be reminding us of what he said about himself at the

start. He said he was ignorant, not wise. Now he’s asking you and me if we

have been foolish and proud.

Foolish people say in their hearts ‘There is no God’ (Psalm 14:1). Is that

what you think to yourself? Foolish people boast that they are pure and clean,

when God sees them as disobedient sinners. Agur tells us to cover up our

mouths, because we haven’t got anything about which we can boast to God.

We’ve all thought, said and done evil, sinful things. God’s Ten

Commandments show up the bad things we have all done.

Can you see yourself as one who has sinned against God? Can you see that

you can do nothing to put things right again? If you can, good, because

there’s great hope for you. God sent his son, the Lord Jesus Christ, into this

world to die for sinners, to take their place and to suffer the punishment they

deserve for their sin. God wants you to ‘call upon him. For “whoever calls on

the name of the LORD shall be saved”’ (Romans 10:12–13). Pray to God, own

up to him about your sin, trust in the Lord Jesus Christ to save you, and he

will. Remember what Agur said about God, the One whose word is true and

who keeps his promises—‘He is a shield to those who put their trust in him’

(v.5).
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