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Chapter 1

moreover, it is required of stewards that they be 
found trustworthy.

–1 cor. 4:2

stewardship is part of God’s grace. He entrusted the world to 
us without us deserving any of it. The world does not belong 

to us but is loaned to us for safekeeping, growth and enjoyment. 
This concept is rooted in creation, part of the account of which 
reads, ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden 
of Eden to work it and keep it’ (Gen. 2:15, emphasis added). 
The NIV puts it, ‘take care of it’. God also entrusted the gospel 
to us and, by extension, the growth and development of the 
church. The entire series of which this book is part is essentially 
about the stewardship of the church. This book focuses on the 
stewardship of the church and its members in the use of their 
money in order to promote the gospel and build up the church.

Stewardship in the Bible literally meant ‘management of a 
household’ (or ‘the law over the house’), in much the same way 
in which the slave Joseph managed the home of Potiphar. This 
is a good picture, since it is the same in the household of the 
church. We are to manage the church so that the gospel may 
flourish in every aspect. Just as a slave owned none of the things 
that he or she managed, so we own no part of the church, even 
if we happen to be the largest, or even the only, donor. Stewards 
were mostly slaves in New Testament times and were sometimes 
referred to as ‘servants’. We should all see ourselves as ‘servants’, 
however influential we may be. (For more on stewardship, the 
reader is referred to a website which offers resources covering 
the subject from the time of the Puritans to the present day.1)

Jesus commended faithfulness (or trustworthiness) in the 
parable of the servant who used the talents entrusted to him to 
fulfil the owner’s best interests: ‘His master said to him, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a 
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little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master”’ 
(Matt. 25:21, emphasis added). Paul stated plainly, ‘Moreover, it 
is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy’ (1 Cor. 4:2, 
emphasis added). These commands are applicable to everyone, 
but the elders, and the treasurer in particular, must practise sound 
stewardship. This means taking great care in spending money at 
every level in the church. There should be no extravagance, no 
waste and no investing in the egos or personal satisfaction of any 
of the people involved. I will expand on this last point.

In his Devotional Bible, Spurgeon wrote, ‘Faithfulness is a 
great virtue. Whatever may happen to us, we must be exact to a 
farthing in the keeping of accounts. A Christian should be one 
whom all can trust with untold gold. Whether we are household 
servants, or lords of the land, our first duty to our fellow man is 
scrupulous honesty.’2

Most churches have members with a variety of skills and it is 
valuable to have them use those gifts in the service of the church. 
However, it is possible for these same people to use the church 
in the service of their gifts! Let me illustrate. Suppose a gifted 
concert pianist offers to play for the church. He claims that, in 
order to realize his full potential as a pianist and to allow the 
church to sing properly to the glory of God, he needs a Steinway 
grand piano. So the church buys it for him and he plays it 
expansively at every opportunity. This musician is really using 
the church as playing practice or possibly even as an audience to 
further his concert-playing ambitions. Is this good stewardship? 
Would it not be preferable to buy a piano which is good value 
for money and properly cared for? The first priority of a church 
pianist (or any other musician) is to lead the singing so as to 
glorify God. Check this principle in every ministry and every 
item that the church purchases. All workers should also check 
their own motives. I am not suggesting that churches buy the 
cheapest equipment or do things badly. I am pleading for good 
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‘stewardship’, and for gifted members not to use the church to 
satisfy their personal ambitions.

Many years ago, I was involved in the planting of a church, 
so I took my family on several trips to various churches in the 
USA to learn something about church growth. In at least one 
of these churches, I was surprised at the emphasis placed on the 
building. Most church buildings I visited were excellent and 
served the purpose well. One was magnificent, and I wondered 
what the motivation had been to raise and spend so much 
money on something way beyond what was needed. Was it to 
glorify God and demonstrate to the world that the church really 
cared about its congregation rather than the building? Or was it 
the self-aggrandizement of the leadership? I was in the process 
of erecting our new church building and I realized how easily I 
could use it to live out my personal ambitions and seek to attract 
praise and appreciation for my efforts. We must examine our 
motives when we build, refurbish or modernize our church 
buildings. I am keen on having a good, modern and functional 
building. I am also keen on using all the modern technology that 
is available to ensure that the gospel is heard properly and that 
we sing well to God’s glory. But I am against doing these things 
to fulfil any personal ambition, be it on the part of the leaders 
or of any member of the congregation. James condemns selfish 
ambition, saying, ‘For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
there will be disorder and every vile practice’ (James 3:16).
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