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IntroduCtIon

John Wesley (1703–1791) was ordained as an Anglican priest 
in 1728. Contrary to the Church of England norm in which 
ministry placements were geographically assigned, Wesley 
became a paragon of itinerant ministry. He eventually founded 
the Methodist Church and supplied its pulpits with traveling 
ministers who shepherded multiple congregations. He often 
defended his peripatetic ministry with the phrase “the world is 
my parish.”

But Wesley’s many detractors were constant in their vigorous 
opposition to his ministry wanderings. James Hervey, an early 
disciple of Methodism but eventual critic of Wesley’s theology 
and practices, once encouraged Wesley to settle down, perhaps 
even in a teaching environment. Eleven years after his ordination 
and three months shy of his thirty-sixth birthday, Wesley 
responded to Hervey’s concern in a letter dated March 20, 1739: 
“I look upon all the world as my parish—thus far I mean, that 
whatever part of it I am, I judge it meet, right, and my bounden 
duty to declare unto all that are willing to hear me the glad 
tidings of salvation. This is the work which I know God has 
called me to and sure I am that his blessing attends it.”1 Wesley 
was certainly faithful to that calling. It is estimated that he 
traveled over 225,000 miles in fifty years of preaching ministry. 
In an age limited by unsafe ocean travel John ministered in his 
home country of England and her young daughter, America.

Most men are not called to a worldwide itinerant ministry 
like Wesley’s, but to a local, visible body of gathered believers. 
Contrary to Wesley’s fears, however, local-church ministry does 
not imply global disengagement. It is quite possible to transform 
the local church into a worldwide gospel-preaching center 
and global-missions outpost. A single local pastor can possess 
worldwide influence. He and his congregants can live locally 
while ministering globally. Of course, such thinking must first 
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permeate a pastor’s own soul. In the following pages I hope that 
pastors—indeed, all Christians—will discover the theological 
motivation to consider what their own lives—and churches—
would look like if pastors and congregations accepted the call to 
make the world their parish.

making it happen: putting principles into practice
This book is founded on a deeply theological basis because 
mission is primarily an intensely theological enterprise. The 
outworking of this theology is illustrated by real-life examples, 
and the last chapter in particular contains five practical 
recommendations. The advice and examples are not meant 
to be mechanistic or to limit your own thinking. The grace of 
God reveals itself differently in each life and in the life of each 
congregation. The divine blueprint for your church is as unique 
as a fingerprint. Rather, I hope that these sections will serve as 
stimuli for horizon thinking: wonder at God’s eternal redemptive 
agenda played out in your own life and in the life of your church. 
I am praying that this book will motivate you to seek God and 
his particular design for you and your congregation. To a very 
great extent mission is simply finding our place in God’s story—
God’s kingdom come—and exercising faithfulness to God 
through his particular call, gifting, and the skills given to every 
Christian.

Four terms are used throughout the book to designate 
the various concepts of mission. These, and their practical 
outworkings in the life of a congregation, are analyzed in more 
detail in Chapter 3, but I define them briefly here for clarity:

Missions•  is sending Christians away from their original 
cultures to different people groups for the purposes of 
evangelism.
Mission•  includes missions; it is everything the church 
does to increase knowledge of God.
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Missio dei•  means the “mission of God”; this is God’s 
work in the world to reveal himself.
Missional living•  describes the motivation Christians 
have to live missionally, or on mission with God.

This book could not have been written outside the context of 
my twenty-year pastorate at Heritage Baptist Church in Johnson 
City, Tennessee, USA. Such tenure has created the environment 
for preaching and practicing the theology you are soon to read. 
To a great extent, this book reveals the foundation for the global 
success enjoyed by one congregation. Throughout the years, 
Heritage has rejoiced in many of its own members (individuals, 
couples, and families) discipling the nations of the world, as the 
examples given throughout this book will demonstrate. These 
members and friends are presented as illustrations of Christians 
who see the world as their parish. With each passing year, more 
of our congregants embrace a missional lifestyle commensurate 
with the worth of the gospel. I am eternally grateful to God for an 
ever-expanding horizon built upon the foundation of his grace 
for all who repent and believe. Most of the people mentioned in 
this book are not vocational missionaries, but all of them have 
been associated with Heritage to one degree or another during 
my twenty-year pastorate.

In addition, I am sincerely grateful to Jim Holmes, who 
suggested this project to me almost two years ago. I trust that 
his patience has been rewarded with a book commensurate 
with his original vision. It is also my joy to be associated with 
Day One’s ongoing program to influence the world for Christ. 
Suzanne Mitchell is once again owed an incalculable debt of 
gratitude. Traditionally, I present her with words like puzzle 
pieces and she makes the completed picture resemble the box 
cover of my intent. I and my ministry would be less were it not 
for my godly, gracious wife, Teana, who is equally committed 
to the worldwide fame of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I 
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could write nothing had my mother not influenced me to read. 
Finally, my prayer is that my children and their families will be 
transformed by the God of this book.

John Knox is reported to have once prayed, “Give me Scotland 
or I die.”2 The gospel requires of us a similar vision and sacrificial 
passion for our homes, cities, and the nations. Nineteenth-
century American poet and essayist Ralph Waldo Emerson 
wrote, “The health of the eye seems to demand a horizon. We 
are never satisfied as long as we can see far enough.”3 The health 
of any Christian or congregation depends on the horizon of the 
global supremacy of Jesus Christ. May we never be satisfied until 
we can see the eternity in which Christ will be forever glorified 
throughout all creation.

Reggie Weems
Johnson City, Tennessee, USA
2012
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