
1 Setting the scene 

My aim in writing this book is to

present the basic claims and truths

of Christianity, using plain

everyday words as completely free

of religious jargon as I can make them. 

In order to achieve this, I have chosen just one line

from the Bible. Although the Bible contains over

30,000 verses, this one line is perhaps the most famous

of them all. Even if you have never read the Bible, it is

quite likely that this sentence is familiar to you. Martin

Luther, a great Christian leader of the past, said that

this sentence was ‘the Bible in miniature’ because it

contains all the basic truths of Christianity. By

reading, understanding and acting on this one line, the

promise is that you can come to know ‘the Being who

made everything’ and be certain of heaven when you

die—quite a line. It is in fact The Lifeline because it

tells you how you can come to have eternal life. 

Often at various international sporting events,

advertising hoardings around the ground and banners
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in the crowd give the book, chapter and verse where

this sentence may be found. Here it is. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only

Son, that whoever believes in him will not perish but will

have eternal life. 

This sentence is found in the Gospel of John, a

biography of the life of Jesus Christ written by one of

his followers. You can read it in its setting in John 3:16.

All I wish to do in this short book is to simply explain

this remarkable statement. 

Immediately, it puts people into one of two groups.

As you read this page now, you are either in one or the

other. Any group of people could be divided in many

ways—for example by sporting interests, for some

prefer soccer, some squash, some rugby, others tennis

or athletics. We could divide as to which political party

we support, or over our nationalities or hobbies. But as

God looks at you (and everybody else), he sees you as

being in one of two groups. Right now, you are either

perishing or you have eternal life. 

To perish means simply that we do not know God

here and now. Although we may know much about
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him, we do not know him. But that is not all for, unless

we know God now, when we die we shall still perish,

for we will be forever away from the good presence of

God. (We will look at this in more detail later.) 

To have eternal life means to know God here and

now and not simply to know about him, but to know

him. There is a great deal of difference between the

two, and it is the very heart of what Christianity is all

about. Christianity is not simply a matter of going to

church, saying prayers, singing hymns, reading the

Bible and doing good things; you can do all that and

still be perishing. Christianity in essence is all about

knowing God. Everlasting life is to know God here and

now, as Jesus says in John 17:3. 

Eternal life begins in this life. Christianity is not ‘Pie

in the sky when you die.’ Someone once described it as,

‘Have it on your plate while you wait.’ It begins here

and now. We have, if you like, a taster, but its fullness

is to be found in the reality of heaven. 

Which group are you in right now? If you feel you are

among those who are perishing, then please read this

very carefully, because as you read it, if you

understand it and act on it, you can transfer from the

group that is perishing to the one that has everlasting
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life. And if you already have eternal life, the good news

is that there are no transfers back. 

Well, with that as an introduction, let us begin to go

through this great sentence. 
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