
Meet Clive s. lewis

Clive loved books. Even from a very young age he would much prefer to read a book than go 

and play outside. Read his life story to find out how this young boy grew up to hate God, then 

became a Christian and wrote some of the best loved children’s stories of all time.

	 Question 1	

What does the S. stand for in CS Lewis?

Question 2
Why did he write The Chronicles of Narnia? 

Question 3
How do these great stories explain his 

Christian faith?

Question 4
And who is Jack?

read on to find the answers…
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The Concentration Camp

‘But Father you just don’t understand. Please don’t make me 

go back there.’

Most people have that horrible ‘back to school’ feeling, but for 

Clive and his older brother, Warren, the start of a new term 

brought nothing but dread. Beginning from the moment they 

put on their thick, dark uniform with knickerbockers that 

buttoned up at the knee, and bowler-hats that grasped their 

heads as though made out of iron, things only got worse. 

The clip-clopping sound of the horse and carriage on the path 

outside signalled the start of the journey down to the docks at 

Belfast. From here the boys boarded the ship, leaving the sights 

and smells of their beloved home in Ireland behind as they 

headed off to the ‘concentration camp’ — Clive’s nickname for 

a school in Hertfordshire, England.  He hated it! Everything 

was so wrong and so different from what he was used to. There 

were wooden fences instead of stone walls; red brick farmhouses instead of white cottages; the 

haystacks were the wrong shape; the fields were too big.

Worst of all, the school was run by a headmaster whom 

they called Oldie, his son (Wee Wee), and an usher. Oldie 

was a big, bearded man with huge lips. He was extremely 

strong and very dirty. The boys themselves were never 

encouraged to wash except for their weekly bath. Meals 

were eaten in silence. The twenty or so boys were taught 

in a single classroom where the main feature was a green 

iron chimney-breast on which hung a few well-used canes. 

So you thought your school was bad!

Pictured top left: Clive and his older brother Warren. Pictured right: The passenger 

boat, The Ulster Monarch in  1908. CS Lewis and Warnie crossed the Irish Sea up to six 

times a year. 
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Back to school

Belfast

Heysham

Hertfordshire

Clive had a huge journey 
to school. Can you find out 
how far it is from Belfast in 
Ireland to hertfordshire in 
england?

Miles:

You thought your school uniform was bad!
Clive’s school uniform was described as a, 

‘….thick, dark uniform with knickerbockers 
that buttoned up at the knee and bowler-hats 
that grasped their heads as though made out 

of iron….’
draw what Clive would have looked like.


