
�   kings, pharOahs anD banDiTs

welcome to the British Museum
The British Museum is London’s top visitor attraction
 • But with seventy thousand items on display how do you know what to look at?
 • How can the British Museum have anything to do with the Bible?

We hope this activity book can help you to answer these questions, and many more.
If you can’t get to the British Museum then the websites below can be used to look at many 
of the items in this book. Sometimes the Museum has to close rooms or send pieces out on 
loan, so if you miss seeing some things then check out the websites for them.

The web address of the British Museum for families and young people is: 
www.britishmuseum.org/explore/families_and_children.aspx

Many of the objects in this book can be found on the British Museum Images website:
www.bmimages.com

aren’t all museums boring?
We hope you don’t think that Museums are dull places with lots of old or useless things 
to see when grown ups cannot think of anything else to do with you during the holidays. 
Museums only become boring when you don’t understand what you are looking at. So we 
hope that this activity book will help to introduce you to one of the greatest buildings in 
the world — the British Museum. We will be looking at some of the objects that help us to 
understand events that happened in the Bible.

So let’s go inside to discover why the British Museum is such an exciting place to visit.

But please take note of the following

•  Please do not touch or lean on anything. 
All the items in the museum are very old 
and very valuable.

•  You must not eat or drink anything – and 
that includes sweets, gum and bottles of 
drink – unless you are in the Great Court.

•  Please do not put litter anywhere except 
back in your bag.

•  Mobile phones should only be used in the 
Great Court.

•  The Museum Attendants are in uniform 
and will always help you if you are lost 
or have questions. They can also tell you 
which is the quickest route to the toilets!

SEArch
Box:

“Please Sir, did 

the Egyptians really 

invent cola?”
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how to find A vErSE in thE BiBlE
When we refer to a Bible verse it will look like this: Genesis 22 verses 1 to 14.
To find it, look up Genesis in the index at the front of your Bible, which will 
give you the page number where Genesis starts. Then turn to chapter twenty-
two and find the first verse. All the verses are numbered.
We are using the New International Version of the Bible.

If you are in the museum, each double page spread has a SEArch Box 
like this. They will get you hunting for interesting things and answering 
fascinating questions. Remember, on page 32 you will find the answers to 
the questions. 

SEArch
Box:

how to find SomEthing in thE muSEum
We might say something like this: ‘in Room 57 go to case 12 no.9.’ If you see a room 
number over a door, that’s the room you are in and not the one you are about to enter. 
Then look for the number on the display cases. Usually at the top left or right corner. 
Then, many items will have a number by them.

Each double page spread has an 

interesting fAct Box  like this:
fAct Box:

Dates before the birth of Jesus 
Christ are called BC, that means ‘Before 

Christ’. Dates after his birth are called AD, and 
that is short for the Latin words anno domini which 
means ‘in the year of our Lord’. BC is put after the 

date and AD is put before it, like this: 31 BC. AD 70.
Numbers go forwards from the birth of Jesus Christ, 

so AD 1066 happened before AD 2009.
Numbers go backwards before the birth of 

Jesus Christ, so 2000 BC happened 
before 612 BC. 
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