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Introduction: Always

I’ll be loving you always, 

With a love that’s true, always 

When the things you’ve planned 

Need a helping hand 

I will understand always 

Always 

Days may not be fair always 

That’s when I’ll be there, always 

Not for just an hour 

Not for just a day 

Not for just a year 

But always

Thus goes Irving Berlin’s romantic song, which could appropriately be sung at 
a wedding by the ones who make their vows. It is a song of commitment—

for richer, for poorer, for better, for worse, and all that. But according to 2012 

data from the Office for National Statistics, 42 per cent of marriages in England 

and Wales end in divorce. Marriages are apparently most at risk during the first 

ten years, and the chance of divorce is greatest between the fourth and eighth 

wedding anniversaries.

So sentiments and promises sincerely expressed on a wedding day do not in 

themselves guarantee a lasting marriage. Nor does a Christian faith, as too many 

of us are aware and must acknowledge with sorrow and shame. The old picture 

of a Christian marriage as a triangle, with the Lord himself as the third corner (the 

closer each party is to Christ, the closer each is to the other), makes some kind of 

point, but it belies the fact that a union between two ransomed sinners requires a 

good deal of sustained effort to mitigate the corroding effects of sin.

You have to do more than just want a lasting marriage, and certainly more 

than merely expect it. Novelist George Eliot, a perceptive observer of human 
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relationships, wrote this in her novel Daniel Deronda (first published in 1876) on 

the subject of marriage:

In general mortals have a great power of being astonished at the presence of an effect 

towards which they have done everything, and at the absence of an effect towards which 

they have done nothing but desire it … Husbands and wives are mutually astonished at the 

loss of an affection which they have taken no pains to keep.

If that was true in Victorian times when divorce was a big no-no in respectable 

society, how much more so in the me-first twenty-first century when divorce is 

almost the new normal! Perhaps we should be surprised, and grateful, at the 

number of marriages which do stand the test of time.

And yet God designed marriage to last (Matthew 19:6). ‘Always’ is a God-type 

word. To break faith with each other in marriage is analogous to God breaking 

faith with his people—unthinkable!

Having been in pastoral life for thirty-five years, I have listened and talked to a 

large number of women as they have discussed their marriages. It tends to be 

women who are the ones who read books on marriage and women who are 

the first to open up about problems in their marriages. My husband, John, and 

I have generally maintained that to save a failing or struggling marriage, both 

parties should be willing participants in any discussions. But what if a husband 

is unwilling to admit there is any deficiency? A man who is unwilling to ask a 

stranger for directions when he is lost is going to be even less willing to ask a 

pastor for help in a marriage that is going off the rails. What does a wife do then?

Of course she can pray. And that is what she must do first and continually. A 

number of recent publications have drawn attention to the power of a praying 

wife. But the first letter of Peter has some other pointers. Writing to God’s chosen 

people suffering a range of difficulties in life, not least persecution, he urged 

them to remember that they should regard themselves as ‘aliens and strangers’ 

in this world and live the kind of life among the pagans that would bring glory 

to God (1 Peter 2:9–12). Peter then goes on to illustrate and apply this in a range 

of scenarios, and in chapter 3 he comes to marriage, with some words for wives. 

He pictures a believing woman married to a difficult man. Perhaps, but not 

Marriage--wife.indd   8 28/04/2016   12:46



9

necessarily, the husband is an unbeliever (1 Peter 3:1–2). Peter’s argument is that 
winsomeness, not words, will win the day. She can be proactive in glorifying God 
in her marriage even when her husband is not signing up for a marriage refresher 
course.

The key word here is ‘submission’. To modern ears this is a horrendous word, 
redolent of jackboots, concentration camps and doormats. But read on, reader, 
read on—more on this later in the booklet. The encouragement for any woman 
is that she can do something to improve her marriage and make it last. She can 
attend to her own heart, which will make her more beautiful and permeate her 
behaviour.

Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the 
wearing of gold jewellery and fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the 
unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight (1 Peter 
3:3–4).

So here are some thoughts offered to women who from their side want not 
merely to maintain but to nourish and strengthen their marriages; who want to 
love, not just for a year, but always.

Marriage--wife.indd   9 28/04/2016   12:46


