
T
he message which Christian churches are to proclaim has these two

defining characteristics. Firstly, it is a good message, one that

promises good things for those who receive it. This is what is meant

by the word ‘gospel’. In the unforgettable words of William Tyndale, the

Bible translator, ‘This … signifieth good, merry, glad and joyful tidings,

that maketh a man’s heart glad, and maketh him sing, dance and leap for

joy.’ Secondly, it is a message for every person without exception. It is for ‘all

the people’ (Luke 2:10), for everyone from every part of the world, whoever

they are, whatever their character and whatever their behaviour; the good,

the bad and the ugly!

These two characteristics are absolutely fundamental. The Christian

message is for all and it holds out what is good for all. It is not a message

that leads to restriction and slavery, but to peace and love. It aims to set

people free, to bring them joy and happiness, to fill them with hope, to

transform life now, and to hold out the promise of something far better in a

life beyond this one. It offers a fullness of life that cannot be found or

known from anywhere else. It is a message which comes from God and

which leads to him: ‘This is eternal life, that they know you the only true

God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent’ (John 17:3). The churches have

been entrusted with this message and it is their responsibility to tell it

faithfully to everyone. No one is excluded. All who receive and believe the

message will know God, receive eternal life and become his children: ‘To all

who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become

children of God’ (John 1:12).

It is important to state this straight away. This book is a discussion of

sexual behaviour from a Christian perspective, but a Christian perspective

means it comes in the context of the message that has been described.

Nothing would bring more joy to those who contributed to this book than

to find that some who read it are led to consider seriously the Christian

gospel and in so doing come to Jesus Christ himself.

This message is for all because everyone needs it. It is addressed to those

who have fallen short of God’s standards of behaviour, something true of

everyone. It is a message of forgiveness and restoration for those who have

fallen. It is a good message because it promises hope and a new start to

those who need it. No one denies the distinction between right and wrong.
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Everyone accepts that there is much that is wrong about their own lives and

the lives of everyone else they know. The Christian message necessarily

comes in the context of God’s assessment of right and wrong.

This relates to the gospel message in two ways. Firstly, the gospel is a

message that tells how we can be right with God. It tells how human sin can

be forgiven so that we can have fellowship with a God of perfect holiness.

However, until someone comes to realise a need for forgiveness, until

people become aware that they are far from God and need to be brought

back to him, they will not seek for this. Becoming convinced of one’s own

sin, at least in some measure, is a necessity for reception of the gospel and

trust in Jesus Christ. So those who preach the gospel also need to point out

to their hearers the sinful and estranged condition that they are in. As Jesus

said, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to

call the righteous, but sinners to repentance’ (Luke 5:31–32, NIV).

Secondly, those who believe in Jesus Christ begin a new life. That life is

one of joy and fellowship with God, but also includes living by God’s

standards. While no Christian reaches those standards fully, that is what we

desire, and that is what we aim at. It is part of the honesty of preaching the

gospel that those who hear are left in no doubt that turning to the Lord

involves a life of obedience to the standards set out in the Bible. It is right

that potential disciples, as well as actual disciples, should understand what

it means to be a follower of Christ.

This might seem to strike a somewhat negative note, so two further

points can be added. The Christian life is actually a life that is good,

satisfying and joyful. It is demanding, in that it calls for sacrifice, self-

denial and obedience, yet it is also glorious. It is life with Jesus Christ. It is a

life lived in the power of the Holy Spirit. It is a life lived in fellowship with

other believers in the church. Even when there are persecutions and

hardships it is the best life of all. It is the nearest to human experience as it

was intended to be that we can reach in the present world. Moreover—and

here is the second point—it is life that never ends but which opens out after

our life in this world. For the Christian, to die is to be with Christ, which is

far better than anything possible here. Then, after the resurrection, there

will be a life that goes far beyond our wildest imaginations now. Whatever

hardships and difficulties may come our way in the present, the prospect
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that the Bible sets before us is one that far outweighs anything we may

experience now: ‘For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an

eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison’ (2 Corinthians 4:17).

Some people might be tempted to think all this is merely a softening-up

process leading to a condemnation of homosexuals and homosexuality.

Rather, it is a necessary explanatory introduction. If you attend service

twice a Sunday in evangelical churches you are likely to hear the gospel

message frequently, but you might go for years without hearing

homosexuality mentioned at all. The Bible has just eight passages in which

it is generally believed homosexual conduct is referred to. These passages

are carefully examined later, and it is right to say now that they contain

explicit prohibition of such behaviour. However, there are some fourteen or

fifteen times as many references to fornication and adultery, which are

similarly prohibited, and sins like pride, greed, lying, hypocrisy, stealing

and idolatry are often strongly condemned. All have sinned and the

message that the churches have for homosexual people is the same message

that it has for everyone else. It is the gospel message of forgiveness of sins—

all and every kind of sin—and of new life, of service for God and fulfilment

in doing his will.

We live in days of gross sexual immorality. Fornication and adultery are

commonplace, pornography is readily available and pornographic images

seep into many magazines, papers and advertising. All this is looked on as

up-to-date and liberating. It is, of course, simply a reversion to pagan

immoralism, though presented in a modern sophisticated dress with

modern justifications. It is surely true to say that a section of this is gay,

lesbian and bisexual. To many this section appears to be the public face of

the homosexual scene: Gay Pride marches and celebrations, gay night-

clubs, bath-houses and pubs, soliciting in public toilets and so on. It is

arguable that this should be looked on as just one part of a wider scene of

rampantly irresponsible and humanly damaging sexual behaviour that

undermines marriage and family life, breaks with the mores of many

cultures, and seriously violates God’s laws.

But not all homosexuals, by any means, are satisfied with that scene or

belong to it. There are those who are looking for love and companionship, a

relationship that is stable and committed, a sexual relationship which,
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because they find no attraction in the opposite sex, they look for with

someone of the same sex. This is a different outlook from the free-

wheeling, free-for-all attitude of the promiscuous, whether homosexual or

heterosexual. This is the only kind of sexual relationship that those who

take a ‘gay Christian’ approach could possibly argue for. This is not

something that the Bible allows, so this book contends, but we ought to

distinguish those who adopt this approach from the former.

There are also many people who believe that sexual relations belong

within marriage, who accept that and desire to live accordingly, but being

single find themselves sorely tried and tempted, and perhaps sometimes

fall. In this category there are almost certainly more heterosexuals than

homosexuals. It is probable that this group of people is wider than we

sometimes imagine and goes considerably further than the bounds of

evangelical Christianity. We might also remember that there are people who

have a wide variety of sexual fantasies and fetishes. There are not a few

people who indulge, at least occasionally, in practices which they feel

impelled towards and yet which afterwards leave them feeling ashamed,

sometimes filled with self-loathing, even self-hatred. In most cases these

are people who know they need help but are afraid and ashamed to ask for

it. We need to have some understanding of the wide variety of outlook and

attitude to be met with today, though these paragraphs necessarily express

very broad generalisations.

How is it that our culture has reached its present state? Nowadays the

legitimacy of homosexual relationships is often taught in schools and is

widely accepted. Civil partnerships between homosexuals are very similar

to marriage in a number of respects. We live in a society that, in general

terms, does not accept standards that are derived from the Bible. This is the

case even with some people who claim to be Christian. This book will argue

that there is no valid case for believing that the Bible justifies homosexual

behaviour or that its prohibitions are irrelevant to our modern situation,

but the current position makes it very difficult for young people growing up

in Bible-based churches, and for evangelising a society based on secularism

and relativism. What are some of the reasons for the change of climate that

has taken place in our society over the past forty years or so?

First of all there is now a different way of looking at sexuality and sex.
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Because of the widespread availability of contraceptives, intercourse has

become divorced from procreation in the minds of most people.

Procreation is an option, but that is all it is. And because sex is fun and good

for you (at least in the sense that it removes sexual tension—in the short

term), people are now free to indulge in sexual behaviour if they wish, and

many do.

It is also now possible to have a baby by means other than simple

intercourse between a man and a woman. Egg donation, sperm donation

and surrogacy are present options, and cloning a possible future option, as

well as the possibility that stem cells may be able to be developed into sperm

or ova. Homosexual couples can have children by these methods as well as

heterosexuals. Adoption is also now an option for homosexual couples. It

is no longer necessary to have a heterosexual relationship, however brief, in

order to have a child. There is little doubt that marriage in its traditional

sense has been devalued.

Another reason for the change is revulsion at past prejudice towards

homosexuals and the discriminatory attitude that goes with it. Actual

violence to homosexuals, as well as verbal abuse, has been far too prevalent

and is by no means simply a thing of the past. Unfortunately Christian

attitudes have sometimes reinforced the aggressive posture that some have

taken to homosexuals, though this has generally been quite unintentional.

There is a strong anti-discriminatory feeling in today’s society from which

homosexuals have benefited.

There is also the current stress on individual human rights. Western

society is strongly individualistic and people are quick to assert their

‘rights’ as they see them. This goes beyond homosexuality, of course, but it

is easy to see how homosexuals can claim it as their right to live in accord

with their own sexuality, and reject the right of others to impose what they

consider alien values on them.

Both of these last two reasons are closely related to today’s emphasis on

tolerance. Tolerance is the great virtue. People have different ideas and

different lifestyles and we must all tolerate each other, so it is said. It is a

difficult area, for we believe in tolerance too, but it is the tolerance of love,

rather than a love of tolerance. The tolerance that springs from love wants

to win over rather than compel. God tolerates the unbelief and
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disobedience of people, but he sends his messengers among them to tell his

gospel. They go to win people by the truth of what they say and by the

holiness and love that their lives display.

A further reason is the widespread belief that one’s sexuality is fixed.

Homosexuals, it is said, are not heterosexuals who simply want to be

different, they are not deliberately deviant, they were born that way.

Although this is a widespread perception, it is by no means as simple as

that. Some heterosexuals do appear to pass through a homosexual phase,

or at least a phase when they are unsure of their sexuality. Some appear to

develop homosexual leanings later on in life. There are not a few people

who claim that each of us has the right and the ability to choose our own

sexuality and to choose how to live at any given period in our lives. But it is

true that there are some whose homosexual orientation is consistent from

the earliest awakening of sexual desire and the general view is that they

should be able to live according to what they are.

This leads to the belief that if marriage is the way that many

heterosexual people will choose to live, then there should be a similar

relational sphere in which homosexuals can live. So some who believe in

God argue that if God has made some people homosexual then it is

reasonable to believe that he intends them to live according to the way he

has made them in a stable, loving relationship. This is not the place to argue

this it is simply to note that this seems to many people to be a logical way to

think and that there are professing Christians who take this position and

indeed act upon it in their personal lives.

In this situation churches and Christians have to maintain a consistent

testimony. On the one hand we have a gospel to make known to all, and it is

to be done with compassion, understanding, love and faithfulness. On the

other we cannot compromise biblical standards of behaviour. Whether

people will accept it or not, all are going to be judged one day and we

cannot remain silent when we know that this is the case and when we know

the remedy that God has provided. Christians need great wisdom and

understanding in trying to present the gospel to those of another faith or

culture, and we need the same in our own diverse society.

There may be people who do not think of the Christian gospel as good

news, but rather as bad news. Consider those who are quite outside the
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orbit of the churches, who have settled into the current homosexual culture

that is now generally socially acceptable. What impression do they receive

of evangelical Christianity from the media or from Christian literature? Do

they have any idea that we believe we have a message of mercy that will do

them good? Suppose they were to come in to a service and on that occasion

homosexuality was referred to in the sermon. What would they hear, and

what effect would it be likely to have on them?

It is probable that there are more young people—and older ones, too—

struggling with their sexual identity in evangelical churches than most of us

realise. In most cases it is a struggle that is conducted in secret, and the last

thing they want is for anyone to know about it. Unfortunately their very

sensitivity means they are likely to pick up on anything that seems to them

to be negative and condemnatory. When such people do reveal their

struggles and ask for help, in many cases they will be treated with

considerable sympathy and understanding. And in many churches it would

be just the same for those who come in from outside. When confronted

with actual people we usually try to adopt a wise and compassionate

approach. But there is a danger that in wanting to uphold biblical standards

we might speak forcefully and simply condemn in public preaching,

forgetting that sinners ‘out there’ are actually the congregation ‘in here’.

Against this background this book has seven diverse chapters. It

considers the attitude of the Christian church to homosexuality

historically and then looks at the subject from a medical perspective. After

this it turns to the biblical evidence, considering sexuality and marriage

first of all and then focusing on the key biblical passages. The next two

chapters deal firstly with recent legislation and how this impinges on

churches and Christians and then how the local church should respond

pastorally to homosexuals. The final chapter tells the story of one

individual and introduces the work of True Freedom Trust.

Introduction

Homosexuality—Christian truth and love  11

Homosexuality v3 Q6.qxp  22/10/07  17:10  Page 11


