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Introduction

God seems to know that we human beings (or at least, 

many of us) are visual thinkers. To be sure, “faith comes 

from hearing”1 and not primarily from seeing (Rom. 10:14–

17). But often the “hearing” that God makes us privy to is of an 

almost visual manner. That is to say that the Lord seems, very 

often, to grant us what we might call word pictures—concrete, 

descriptive, often metaphoric ways of describing spiritual 

concepts: “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world” (John 1:29); “All flesh is like grass” (1 Peter 1:24); 

“all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment” (Isa. 64:6). 

And in Psalm 1:3 the man who fears the Lord is “like a tree 

firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in 

its season.” Indeed, the list could go on, especially when we 

turn to the Gospels and find Jesus speaking in parables; the 

kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, a hidden treasure 

chest, a fishing net, and so on.

God often paints spiritual concepts with the bright colors 

and bold outlines of concrete illustrations and object lessons. 

In fact, sometimes we discover that it is not just Bible teaching 

that is metaphoric, but Bible events are as well! In other words, 

it is not just that God says things like “Behold, the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world” but sometimes he 

has worked out biblical history to show us (as in the Passover 

Lamb of Exod. 12).

To put it more simply, sometimes God painted word 

pictures through the lips of his prophets, apostles, and Son (“the 
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kingdom of heaven is like ...”); and sometimes, particularly 

in the Old Testament, he simply painted pictures in the form 

of real events, objects, and people. And often those real-life, 

real-time, touchable, historical pictures were portraits of 

the greatest of all subjects—his beloved Son. Not portraits 

of Jesus’s face or form, of course; in that regard, the Bible is 

almost totally silent. We do not know a great deal about what 

Jesus looked (or looks) like, save that he was and is, indeed, 

fully human, and that he has telling nail prints in his hands and 

feet. But, although God has not given us much information 

about his Son’s physical appearance, he has actually done 

better. All through the Bible, God has painted pictures of his 

Son’s work on our behalf, portraits—in the form of various 

tangible objects and real-life events—that help us understand 

what Jesus is like, and what he has accomplished on our behalf. 

The Old Testament is packed full of these gospel portraits. In 

this book, we will consider just a handful of them. We will see 

that Jesus is …

an • ark (Gen. 6–8) aboard which we may climb, escaping 

the flood waters of God’s judgment;

a • ram (Gen. 22) willingly caught in the thicket of God’s 

justice, so that he might set down his life in our place;

our • Passover lamb (Exod. 12), so that, when his blood 

is spread over our lives, the angel of death passes us by 

and we are saved from destruction;

the bread that came down from heaven; the • manna 

(Exod. 16) that feeds our hungry souls;
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a • tabernacle in the wilderness (Exod. 25–30)—the one 

and only meeting place between God and man;

a • bronze serpent (Num. 21) lifted up on a pole so that 

all who look to him may be healed and live;

the • lover of our souls, our bridegroom, and the loveliest 

among ten thousand in the Song of Solomon;

pictured in • the sign of Jonah. For just as Jonah spent 

three days and nights in the belly of the fish and rose 

again, so the Son of Man spent three days and nights in 

the belly of the earth and rose again.

I hope you find as much pleasure and help in studying them 

as I have!
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