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Now let’s have a look at what the Bible says about 
debt and how seriously God takes it.

A study of the Bible shows up an interesting fact: 
the word ‘lend’ occurs twelve times, ‘borrow’ four 
times, but ‘owe’ only seven times.1 This presents 
us with a bit of a problem. For example, Romans 
13:8 says,

Owe no one anything except to love one 
another, for he who loves another has fulfilled 
the law  [emphasis mine].

On the other hand, there are verses like Exodus 
22:25:

1 Based on the New International Version (this might vary 
from version to version).
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If you lend money to any of My people who 
are poor among you, you shall not be like a 
moneylender to him; you shall not charge 
him interest  [emphasis mine].

The verse in Exodus implies that some of God’s 
people (the poor) will owe money because they 
have been lent it by others; but the verse in Romans 
says that God’s people should not owe anything to 
anyone except love. Is this a contradiction? No, of 
course not; God’s Word never contradicts itself. God 
doesn’t make mistakes and this is His inspired Word. 
So what does it mean? What is it telling us? To find 
out, we need to dig a little deeper into the passages 
the verses are taken from and the context they are 
given in.

The Romans verse is given in the context of a 
number of other things that are owed. Up to verse 
8 the chapter is about our submitting ourselves 
to ruling authorities or giving the respect we owe 
authority through obedience. In verse 6 this is shown 
to include paying taxes, which are owed. This is 
expanded in verse 7, and then in verse 8 it is finished 
off with the words ‘Owe no one anything’ (or ‘Let 
no debt remain outstanding’, niv). All the things 
that have been mentioned are things we owe in an 
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ongoing way. These debts are open-ended things that 
we continue to pay. We should try to pay off all that 
we owe with the exception of love, because that debt 
can never be paid. An example of this is our debt to 
our parents or spouse. We have a constant debt of 
love and gratitude to them which we continue to 
pay on a daily basis but can never truly finish paying 
off. In other words, what verse 8 is telling us is that 
we should try not to remain in debt to anyone, but, 
as with love and respect, any debt is to be paid off as 
best we can.

This then helps us to understand the second 
passage, Exodus 22:25. Obviously, if the person 
being talked about in this verse is lending, there 
must be someone who is borrowing. The Bible 
here is recognizing that there are times when we 
need to borrow. This may be borrowing something 
as simple as a book, a phone or even money. The 
rule to remember is that any borrowing is a serious 
commitment. When we borrow, we are making a 
promise that we will look after whatever it is that is 
being borrowed and will return it in good condition 
and as quickly as possible. Borrowing is never to be 
undertaken lightly. Conversely, lending is never to be 
undertaken lightly either.
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