
There are over 100 billion stars in our Milky Way Galaxy and there
are billions of other galaxies in the Universe. The big Universe
raises some equally big questions: What is the origin of the stars?

What is the purpose of the stars? Is there life on other planets? The purpose
of this book is to present clear biblical answers to these questions.

The question of origins
Chapters 1 and 2 compare the biblical creation account with the Big Bang
theory to show the great contrast between the two explanations of origins. 
Chapters 3–6 present the Design Argument by showing how the Universe

contains great order, purpose and beauty. The Design Argument is
important because it is a biblical argument. In the Bible we read: ‘His
[God’s] invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things
that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are
without excuse.’ (Romans 1:20). From this verse, it is clear that the Design
Argument should be understandable to all people whatever their education.
I have not given a detailed critique of the Big Bang theory because this would
be complicated and would only provide negative evidence against the Big
Bang theory rather than positive evidence for the Creator. One of the side-
effects of the scientific debate about evolution is that people can sometimes
lose sight of the positive nature of the Design Argument. Where relevant I
have pointed out basic flaws in the Big Bang theory, but for the most part I
have simply argued that chance events cannot explain how the Universe is
so finely tuned for the needs of mankind.
Chapters 3 and 4 present traditional arguments of design based on the

motion of the stars and the uniqueness of the Earth. Chapter 5 describes
evidence not presented before about how the stars are perfectly positioned
to shine the right amount of light on the Earth. I hope that this chapter in
particular will convince the reader that the Universe really has been
designed for mankind. Chapter 6 shows how the outstanding beauty of the
Universe represents an important and powerful evidence of design. The
most important aspect of the Design Argument is how the Universe reveals
God’s attributes, so I have devoted a whole chapter to this in Chapter 7. I
hope that this chapter will help many readers to stand in awe of God for the
way that the stars reveal His great glory, power, wisdom and goodness.
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The question of extraterrestrial life
The question of whether there is any extraterrestrial life in the Universe is
considered to be one of the most important questions for mankind to
address in the twenty-first century. Chapters 8–10 show why man has
become so interested in extraterrestrial life and describe some of the
current searches for life in space. There is a great need today for people to
know what the Bible teaches on this subject. Even though the Bible does
not directly address the question of extraterrestrial life, it does give
absolutely clear teaching about the purpose of the stars and the importance
of the Earth and mankind. Chapter 11 shows how biblical doctrines on
creation, redemption and judgement lead to the definite conclusion that
there can be no extraterrestrial life.
In Chapter 12 I have given a brief critique of science fiction because this

has a major influence on people’s belief in extraterrestrial life. Chapter 13
gives an assessment of the rebellion of modern man showing how there are
remarkable parallels with the time of Babel. The book finishes on a
positive note by describing how the stars remind God’s people of some of
the wonderful biblical promises concerning God’s mercy and grace.

Stuart Burgess

Bristol, 2001
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