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IntroduCtIon

“We just can’t take it anymore. We’re ready to 
take our son to a psychiatrist!” exclaimed 

Caleb as his wife, Susie, nodded in utter exhaustion.1 
These newcomers to our church had come to visit 
my wife and me at our house on a Tuesday evening 
because they said they needed “family counseling.” 
It turned out that their three-year-old son’s behavior 
had brought them to the end of themselves. He was 
ruling their house. As they sat on our living-room 
sofa we listened. We then began explaining to them 
the biblical principles of child-rearing, the priority 
of a child’s obedience, and the means of correction 
prescribed in God’s Word, the Bible. After they 
agreed to consistently apply what we had taught 
them, we prayed and they went home.

Two Sundays later, Caleb and Susie approached 
us in the foyer of our church meeting place and 
1	 These	are	fictitious	names,	though	based	upon	a	true	story.
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1 Sad Results of Child-
Centered Parenting

We live in a society dominated by child-centered 
parenting. A typical walk through a shopping 

mall or local grocery store often reveals this sad truth. 
The almost incessant whining of undisciplined children 
leads the discerning person to ask, “Just who is in 
charge anyway?” The authors of this booklet are not 
the only ones concerned about this epidemic. Several 
years ago our local newspaper dedicated almost ¼ of 
a page to printing an Associated Press article: “Please, 
Please, Please? Nagging Has Become Norm for Many 
Youth.”2 The purpose of the article was to comment on 
the results of a survey commissioned by the Center for 
a New American Dream, which “promotes responsible 
consumption of resources and goods.” In other words, 
the center is upset by the power that advertisers have 
2 Martha Irvine, in The Sheboygan Press, June 18, 2002.

declared,	 “We	 have	 a	 different	 son!”	 Caleb	 described	
the changes they were observing in their son’s attitude 
and behavior since they began to faithfully apply the 
biblical principles we had taught them. They had 
begun to receive the Bible as the revelation of God and, 
therefore, authoritative for their family. And they were 
already	seeing	a	difference	 its	application	was	making	
in their home.

We assume you have picked up this booklet because 
either someone you know or you yourself also face the 
challenge of raising children in a fallen world and are in 
need of some help. It contains the foundational counsel 
that we have given to many couples like Caleb and Susie 
over	the	years.	We	trust	and	pray	you	will	find	the	help	
you seek as well as encouragement from the practical 
counsel contained in its pages.
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