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Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does 
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on 
the rock … But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, 
and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand …

Matt. 7:24, 26

Jesus, the greatest preacher of all time, was concluding the 

greatest sermon of all time, the Sermon on the Mount . He 

was not content merely to put his teachings before his hearers: 

he wanted to press upon them the importance of ordering their 

lives in accordance with these teachings—both hearing and 

carrying out his words .

To drive home his point, he used a story about two builders, 

one wise and the other foolish .

Jesus did not tell this story merely to entertain his hearers, 

but to help them see their spiritual condition . The storm in 

this parable represented something of enormous importance, 

as did the houses and their builders . Furthermore, all the truths 

that Jesus conveyed to his hearers on that day are still true 

today .

Let us think first about …

The storm and what it represents
There can be no quibbling about or debating what Jesus 

intended the storm to represent as he made it plain . Just before 

the parable, in verse 22, he used the phrase ‘in that day’ . This 
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is a reference to the Day of Judgement, as is made clear from 

what Jesus says in verses 21–23 .

People don’t like to hear about this . Some simply try to 

pretend that this day is not coming . Some heap scorn on those 

who believe it is certain . Ignoring it, however, does not make it 

go away, and neither does ridiculing those who believe in it .

The Bible plainly declares that the Day of Judgement is 

coming and that it is a day that will dwarf all other days . The 

apostle Paul underscores the certainty of that day in these 

words: ‘So then each of us shall give account of himself to God’ 

(Rom . 14:12) . The author of Hebrews strikes the same note 

by assuring us that we have an appointment after death, and 

that appointment is God’s judgement (Heb . 9:27) . The book 

of Revelation shows the terror of that day for those who are 

unprepared for it (Rev . 6:12–17): they will cry for the mountains 

and rocks to fall on them so that they can be hidden from ‘Him 

who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb’ (Rev . 

6:16) . Furthermore, there is something inside each one of us 

that tells us that this day is coming .

The question, then, is not whether this day is coming, but 

rather whether we will be ready when it does come . It is going 

to be like a storm . What do we need when a storm strikes? 

We need a place of refuge, a place that is strong enough to 

withstand the storm .

That leads us to …

The houses and what they represent
There are two houses in this parable—and only two! One 
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house represents adequate preparation for the coming storm; 

the other house represents inadequate preparation . The 

adequate house is built on a rock . The inadequate house is 

built on sand .

What does the solid rock represent? Jesus tells us . The 

solid rock, he says, is ‘these sayings of Mine’ (v . 24) . More 

particularly, the solid rock represents both hearing and doing 

what Jesus says (v . 24) .

What, then, does the sand represent? Hearing what Jesus 

says, but refusing to act in the proper way (v . 26)!

What are the sayings of Jesus that we are called to hear and 

act on? Here are a few:

Jesus tells us that there is such a place as heaven (v . 21) .• 

Jesus tells us that entering heaven is a matter of doing • 

the will of the Father (v . 21) . We should note that in 

another place Jesus says, ‘This is the work of God, that 

you believe in Him whom He sent’ (John 6:29) .

Jesus tells us that many will not enter heaven (vv . 13–14) .• 

Jesus tells us that many will think that they are going to • 

enter heaven who will not (vv . 21–23) .

Jesus tells us to make sure that we enter the gate that • 

leads to heaven (v . 13) .

With these truths in place, we can turn to ponder …

The two builders and what they represent
The man who built his house on the rock represents wisdom . 

The man who built his house on sand represents folly .
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The wise builder is wise because he knows that the storm is 

coming and he digs through the sand and lays his foundation 

on solid rock . The foolish builder doesn’t dig through the sand: 

he builds right on top of it! This man builds as if bright and 

sunny days will never cease and the storm will never come .

The question before us is very plain: are we wise or are we 

foolish? There is a storm coming—the storm of judgement . 

There is a way to be prepared for that storm—hearing and 

doing the words of Jesus . The only question that remains is 

whether we will be wise or foolish about Jesus .

Matthew Henry, that grand commentator of ancient times, 

says there are ‘divers [various] good lessons’ to be drawn from 

this parable . What are these lessons? Here is Henry’s list of 

lessons in my own words:

We each have a house to build, and that house is our • 

hope for heaven .

A rock has been provided on which we can build, • 

namely, the Lord Jesus Christ .

Some, by hearing and doing the sayings of Christ, build • 

their houses on him, and it is wisdom to do so .

Although they say they want to go to heaven, many • 

refuse to build on the Rock provided (Christ), and 

choose to build their hope for heaven on sand . Henry 

says, ‘Every thing besides Christ is sand .’

A storm is coming that will test what our hopes for • 

heaven are founded on .
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Those who have built their hope for heaven on Christ • 

the Rock will see that hope stand .

Those who have grounded their hope for heaven on • 

anything but Christ will see that hope fail in the storm 

of judgement .1

Reflect on these points

1. We are all without exception facing the greatest of all 
‘storms’—the storm of God’s judgement.

2. In order to be safe in this storm, we must make 
preparation for it in this life.

3. The only way adequately to prepare for this storm is 
building our lives on the words of the Lord Jesus Christ.

4. Those who build their lives on Christ are wise; those 
who refuse to do so are foolish.

Meet Mr Wise and Mr Foolish

God's good news in PARABLES of Jesus.indd   23 2/4/14   19:43:34


