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Two miracles 
       for one man 
    (Mark 2:1–12)

God's good news in miracles of Jesus.indd   38 23/10/2013   18:41:29



39

Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was 
carried by four men. And when they could not come near Him 
because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. 
So when they had broken through, they let down the bed on 
which the paralytic was lying. When Jesus saw their faith, He 
said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven you.’

Mark 2:3–5

There certainly is a lot for us to learn from the four men 

who carried the paralytic to Jesus . They were obviously 

men of compassion, faith and ingenuity . These men force us 

to ask ourselves some probing questions . Are we concerned 

about those around us? Are we seeking to bring people to the 

Lord? Are we willing to take unusual steps to minister?

But this passage is not primarily about these four men . It is 

about the Lord Jesus Christ .

Th e invisible miracle: spiritual healing (vv. 1–7)
The four men of this passage had heard that Jesus was in 

Capernaum, where he had previously preached and performed 

miracles . As they made their way to the house where Jesus was, 

they came across the paralysed man . Could not the same Jesus 

who had performed other miracles heal this man? With this 

thought in their heads, they scooped the man up and carried 

him along . But when they got to the house, they encountered a 

huge crowd, and no one would allow them to pass .

So they carried the man up to the roof, tore through it and 

lowered the man to Jesus (v . 4) . Roofs in those days consisted 
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of branches from trees that were covered with mud or clay that 

was mixed with straw, all of which would have been easy to 

dismantle . Access to the roof may very well have been made 

possible by an outside staircase or by a couple of men pulling 

themselves up onto the roof, where they were handed ropes 

by the men still on the ground . The other men would then 

have joined their friends on the roof to pull up the pallet of the 

paralysed man .

As the four men lowered the paralysed man to Jesus, they 

undoubtedly expected Jesus to heal the man immediately of 

his paralysis . They were in for a surprise . Instead, Jesus said to 

the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven you’ (v . 5) .

It is obvious that Jesus regarded this man as having a far 

greater problem than physical paralysis . Understanding that 

problem, Jesus ignored the paralysis for the moment .

Jesus understood something that we have so much difficulty 

discerning, namely, that this man would have been far better 

off remaining paralysed with his sins forgiven than to have 

been physically whole and not forgiven . Jesus would later state 

the importance of forgiveness very pointedly: ‘It is better for 

you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two 

hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire’ (Matt. 

18:8b). How we need to learn from Jesus! Eternal life is more 

important than anything, and eternal life can be ours only if 

our sins are forgiven .

The words of Jesus outraged the religious leaders who were 

there . They began muttering to themselves, ‘Why does this 
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Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but 

God alone?’ (v . 7) .

They were right . God and God alone can forgive sins . If 

Jesus had not been God, they would have been correct in saying 

he had no right to grant forgiveness . Jesus would have been a 

blasphemer had he not been God! It never occurred to these 

men that Jesus was God in human flesh and, therefore, had the 

authority to forgive sins . So Jesus determined that he would 

give them unimpeachable evidence that he was the God-Man .

The visible miracle: physical healing (vv. 8–12)
After reading the thoughts of the religious leaders (v . 8), 

Jesus healed the paralysed man . He prefaced that healing by 

asking the religious leaders this question: ‘Which is easier, to 

say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven you,” or to say, 

“Arise, take up your bed and walk”?’ (v . 9) . As he turned to the 

paralytic he continued, ‘But that you may know that the Son of 

Man has power on earth to forgive sins … I say to you, arise, 

take up your bed, and go to your house’ (vv . 10–11) . The man 

immediately sprang from his bed (v . 12) .

So Jesus healed the man physically in order to show that 

he had the power and authority to heal spiritually . He healed 

him of his paralysis to show that he had the authority to 

grant forgiveness . If his word of healing had been effective, 

how could anyone doubt that his word of forgiveness had 

been as well?

There were certainly plenty of witnesses to the healing of 

this man . There was a large crowd there to hear Jesus, and 
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they all saw this man who was carried to the roof on his bed 

later carrying that very bed as he walked out . Mark tells us that 

all were ‘amazed’ and ‘glorified God, saying, “We never saw 

anything like this”’ (v . 12) .

They had not seen anything like this before because they 

had never seen anyone like Jesus before! God was now 

among men! The Eternal One had come into this temporal 

realm! The Creator was among his creatures! The mighty 

God was demonstrating his authority! The caring God was 

demonstrating his grace!

They marvelled at the miracle of physical healing but, 

as we have noted, that was the lesser miracle . The greater 

was the forgiveness of the man’s sins . All God’s people have 

received that miracle . Let us make sure that we are living 

in such a way that we demonstrate the greatness of it, that 

we are glorifying the God of grace who stoops to unworthy 

sinners and forgives them .
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Reflect on these points

1. Jesus understood that this man would have been far 
better off remaining paralysed with his sins forgiven 
than to have been physically whole and not forgiven.

2. Jesus was God in human flesh and, therefore, had the 
authority to forgive sins.

3. Jesus healed the man physically in order to show that he 
had the power and authority to heal spiritually.

4. All God’s people have received the miracle of 
forgiveness of sins.

Two miracles for one man

God's good news in miracles of Jesus.indd   43 23/10/2013   18:41:29


