
1A house in 
Jericho

Joshua 2:1–24

I SPY

T
he summer rains had come and gone and the
business of harvest time was in the air when two
men made their way into the city-wall house, a
house where money talked—or perhaps didn’t

talk, if those paying wanted discretion and privacy.
That day, however, something about those two men led to

rumours of their arrival escaping the house and reaching the
ears of the city’s authorities, who immediately sent soldiers to
arrest and imprison these two rather conspicuous spies.

What was it about these men that led to their being
identified so easily? Perhaps it was the way they spoke—
although strange languages and accents would have been
common in a town so close to a vital river crossing which
linked the lands to the east with the fertile plains further west.
Perhaps it was their clothes and footwear, which, although
clearly very old and well used, had an unusual, even unnatural,
lack of wear or other evidence of damage from daily use over
many years.

We do not actually know what it was; the biblical account
of these events gives no information as to why the two spies
sent by Joshua into Jericho were so quickly spotted. All we
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know is that they were. Nor do we know anything about
them—their names are not given to us (although we can
assume that their surnames were not ‘Bond’ or ‘Bourne’); all
we know is that their coming to Jericho was quickly known,
and it was also quickly known in whose house they were to be
found.

And, although the spies are unnamed, their hostess has been
known both by her name and by her profession in the millennia
since that visit took place.

WHO AND WHY?

All of which begs the question: Why does God bother to spend
time telling us about this woman in the Bible?

The great flow of God’s history focuses on Moses and his
successor, Joshua. It was through their leadership of the people
of God that God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and
Joseph were to see their fulfilment. Under their leadership, the
people left the land of Egypt, crossed the Red Sea, defeated
armies that tried to block their path and were, at the time when
we are first introduced to Rahab, about to cross into the land of
promise and recapture it, just as God had said that they would.

And yet, just at this most crucial point, God steps away from
the main thread of the story to bring us face to face with
Rahab, to spend time with her—quite a considerable time, in
fact, as she helps the spies, talks with the spies and then seeks
help from the spies for herself and her family. And then, as the
story seems to return to the main track, we come back again to
Rahab and see what happens to her and her family, while all
around her, God’s wonderful victory over the city and the
people of Jericho is celebrated.
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But why Rahab? There are many more important,
illustrious and, to be fair, less dubious characters from the
Ancient World who either are ignored totally or, if mentioned
at all, are never named in the Bible. Great leaders such as Julius
Caesar and Alexander the Great and philosophers such as
Plato and Aristotle are not thought worthy of any mention
whatsoever. And even the pharaoh who eventually let God’s
people go into the wilderness is never named.

TAKE A STEP BACK

To help us understand why Rahab is both named and the
centre of attention at this point in the story, we need to step
outside the story as it is recorded for us in Joshua chapters 2
and 6. This is not so that we try to work out the reasons for
ourselves; there are many we might be able to dream up, but
that is all that they would be: dreams of no substance and no
worth in our understanding of the story of Rahab or in
applying it to our own lives today.

No, to understand the reason for the story of Rahab we need
to ask the Author of the story for his explanation, an
explanation that is to be found outside the Book of Joshua,
outside the history section of the Old Testament, indeed,
outside the whole of the Old Testament, in the three times that
Rahab is brought back to our attention in the New Testament.
For it is in those passages in the New Testament—and most
especially in two of them—that God makes plain to us why the
story of Rahab is so important.
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