
Introduction

There have been times when the church of Christ
has been remarkably clear-headed, times when
she has understood the reality of human sin and
the certainty of divine judgement. There have

been times when the church has believed deeply in the power of
the gospel of Jesus Christ to save people from their sins and to
give them a right standing with the holy God before whom they
must finally stand.
Now is not one of those times. Thank God, however, that

the gospel is not entirely silent these days. It is still being
faithfully sounded out here and there. But much of the church
and her leadership are firmly in the grip of a ‘growth-mania’:
numerical growth at any cost! If we are to grow our churches,
we must give people what they like and not give them what
they don’t like! So there is little talk today about sin,
judgement and the saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ. One
could go to many church services and never get the slightest
impression that the doctrinal core of Christianity is ruin by sin,
redemption by Christ and regeneration by the Holy Spirit.
All sorts of bizarre things are going on under the banner of

Christianity these days! Wrestling, parachuting, seeking to set
the world record for the amount of time required to duct-tape
someone to a wall! What’s next?
It’s time to name the diseases that are afflicting so much of

the church today: apathy, nominalism, heresy and apostasy!
The modern church needs a spiritual tonic to flush the
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toxins from her system and to bring her back to health. We find
such a tonic in Luke’s account of the ministry of the apostle
Paul. What a man was this Paul! Plucked from the guilt of his
sin by the sovereign God, he went throughout the
Mediterranean world to share boldly the glorious gospel of
Jesus Christ.
As we trace Paul’s ministry through the second half of Acts

(chs. 19–28), we must surely marvel at the apostle’s
faithfulness to the gospel. No matter where we find him—in
Ephesus, in Jerusalem, in courts of law, on board a ship, on a
remote island, or under house arrest in Rome—we find
unswerving allegiance to the gospel.
As we retrace the great apostle’s proclamation of the gospel,

let us pray that God will rekindle in our hearts his passion for
the gospel.
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