
5 The priced 
conscience 

Matt. 26:14–16

The love of money clearly had Judas in its grip.
Who knows how long it had been growing within
him? It shows its full strength in his question to
the chief priests—one of the vilest questions ever

asked: ‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to
you?’ (Matt. 26:15).

A REVEALING QUESTION

Had Jesus been guilty of crimes, Judas would have had no
grounds for demanding payment. Going to the authorities
would then have been simply right. They could only make a
safe arrest ‘in the absence of the multitude’ (Luke 22:6;
compare Mark 14:2). Leading them to a wanted man at a safe
moment would have been a good deed—provided the man in
question was actually guilty. But Judas’ request for money
shows that justice was hardly his motive. Had he been offering
his help because it was right to do so, he would have offered it
regardless of any reward that might result. Instead, he
bargained with the priests. He was able to serve their turn but
would only do so for the right price. Under the circumstances,
this plainly demonstrates his awareness of Jesus’ innocence.

The ‘thirty pieces of silver’ Judas was promised (Matt.
26:15; Mark 14:11) were, then, the price of his conscience.1
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Somewhere in his darkened heart he knew that conscience is a
valuable thing. He knew that he was doing the priests a service,
and that that service involved trampling his conscience
underfoot. His attitude was, ‘They can’t expect me to do that
for nothing. I shall want paying, and paying well!’ He was
aware of a loss and sought a corresponding gain. So he was
only prepared to harden his heart and shut his ears to the inner
voice in exchange for the most valuable thing he knew—
money!

Even in the depths of sin there is always something about us
that shows we are made in the image of God. We never become
simply animals. We are only able to ‘suppress the truth’ inside
ourselves (Rom. 1:18) to a certain extent. Judas knew the
priests were paying him to commit a foul sin. He knew that sin
is not trivial. It was this knowledge which made him unwilling
to commit it without getting something for himself. Yet he
wilfully limited the effect that this knowledge had on him.
Jesus’ complete innocence should have prevented Judas lifting
a finger against him, but it didn’t. He refused to abandon his
conscience for nothing, but he did not refuse to sell it.

THE RUNNERS-UP

Consider, then, what Judas’ love of money was strong enough
to overcome. Firstly, it overcame his recognition of injustice.
Money mattered so much to him that justice did not. Faced
with a choice between gain and justice, he chose gain. He
exchanged an innocent man’s liberty for money for himself.

Secondly, it overcame his recognition of harm to his own
soul. Ignoring the voice of conscience was only too possible
when money was the prize. He was aware that he lost
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something by it, but considered thirty silver coins more than
adequate compensation. Heading for this goal, the loss seemed
unimportant.

Thirdly, Judas’ love of money also overcame his friendship
with the other apostles. Whether or not he envisaged any
danger coming their way, he certainly cannot have counted on
their friendship continuing. His long association with them
was another thing he sacrificed for the sake of money.

Truly, ‘those who desire to be rich fall into temptation’
(1 Tim. 6:9). Money fascinated Judas. It captured and held his
thoughts. It attracted him so strongly that other influences
weakened in proportion. The claims of justice, conscience and
friendship all seemed minor matters compared with the desire
that ruled his actions.

Do we have our price? Is there something that grips us so
strongly that righteousness seems unimportant by
comparison? How often are we in this grip? Is it constant? Is it
increasing in frequency? Is it increasing in strength? What have
we sacrificed for the sake of it? Are we praying concerning it,
‘… do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil
one’ (Matt. 6:13)? For the health of our souls and our eternal
salvation, these are questions we must urgently consider.
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FOR FURTHER STUDY

1. Although it was in a perverted way, Judas’ actions reflected the

truth about sin. In what ways does this happen today?

2. What other truths can people only suppress to a certain extent?

Consider Psalm 19:1–4; Acts 17:22–29; Romans 1:18–2:3; and

Hebrews 2:15.

TO THINK ABOUT AND DISCUSS

1. What is the difference between a suitable payment for services

rendered and a bribe? Can you think of modern examples of ‘grey

areas’?

2. What things do people put a price on today which should be

regarded as unpurchasable?

3. Think of examples from Scripture of people who had a price that

wasn’t money (e.g. Gen. 3:6; 2 Tim. 4:10).
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