
9 The nub 
of it all

Daniel 5:23

We return one more time to the account of
Belshazzar to take note of this single verse.
We do so because it so perfectly captures and
expresses the situation of every person in

this world. Although Belshazzar was king of an empire, he is in
a very real sense a representative man. He represents all who
are still in their sins and apart from God.

We do not have to be kings who give ourselves over to
drunken revelry to find ourselves in Belshazzar. We don’t have
to drink wine from sacred vessels from Jerusalem to find
ourselves in this man. We do not have to die at the hands of
Medes and Persians to be inexorably linked to him.

Our text is the key to discovering the link between
Belshazzar and ourselves. I do not know of a more powerful
and revealing statement in the Bible.

First, this verse shows us:

WHAT GOD DEMANDS

Why are we here? We could easily get the impression from
observing others that we are here merely to consume. We are
here to eat, drink and enjoy the various pleasures that life has
to offer. But this verse shows us something quite different. We
are here because we were made by God and for God.
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God made us for the purpose of bringing glory to his name.
We are here to live for his honour and his praise. We are to live
in such a way that we reflect God and reflect that it is a joy and
privilege to live for him. We are to live in such a way that others
can see that God makes us happy.

Doesn’t it make sense to live in this way? God is the one who
has given us life. God is the one who has sustained our lives to
this present moment. He is the one who has heaped blessing
after blessing upon us. We all have our burdens and our
difficulties, but with them all we have to say that we have been
given many good things to enjoy. The Bible will leave us no
room to wiggle on this point. If we call anything good, we have
to say it came to us from God (James 1:17).

We have, then, plenty of incentives for living for the glory of
God. But how are we to go about doing this? It is one thing to
say that we are to live for God’s glory, but quite another to
know how to proceed.

The Bible is clear on this as well. It does not allow us to
define for ourselves what it means to live for the glory of God.
No, it is far more precise than that! To live for God’s glory is to
live according to his commandments. A lot of people assure
themselves that they are living for the honour of God because
they define it in a way that they find comfortable.

But here is how God defines it:
• we are to have no other gods before him;
• we are not to use any man-made devices in worshipping

him;
• we are not to take his name in vain;
• we are not to use his day as if it were our own day or as if it

were just like any other day;
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• we are to honour our parents;
• we are not to murder, commit adultery, steal, lie or covet.
This is how God tells us to live! And living this way honours

him! This is the purpose for which Belshazzar was made, and it
is the same purpose for which we are made.

That brings us to our second consideration:

HOW WE HAVE PERFORMED

Belshazzar was made to live for God, but here is the solemn
and terrifying indictment that came from God: ‘the God who
holds your breath in His hand and owns all your ways, you
have not glorified.’

We are mistaken if we read this only as God’s verdict on
Belshazzar. It is his verdict on every single person who has ever
lived with the sole exception of the Lord Jesus Christ.

As we have noted, living for the glory of God is a matter of
living in conformity with his laws. Belshazzar had refused to
do so, choosing rather to thumb his nose in God’s face.

Perhaps you are saying that you are not as bad as all that.
You are not doing as Belshazzar did! But look at God’s laws.
Are you keeping them? Are you putting him first, or are you
constantly putting other things ahead of him? How are you
doing with his name? Are you always treating it with respect,
using it only with reverence? How are you doing with his day?
Are you honouring it? Perhaps you are saying that you haven’t
murdered anybody! But do you hate anyone?

You may not feel like a sinner, but it is not a matter of your
feeling. If your doctor says that you have a life-threatening
illness, you may be shocked because you feel well. But doctors
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have certain objective tests. They have their scans and their
blood work, and these objective tests spell out the truth.

So it is with us. God has his law, and that law indicts us no
matter how we feel! No one can stand before the law of God
and claim to have perfectly kept it. No one can stand before it
and profess to be living for the glory of God. That is why we
have the apostle Paul emphatically saying, ‘all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God’ (Rom. 3:23).

The truth of it is that God has put all of us in his scales, just
as he did Belshazzar. On the right side, he puts in a weight
which we can call the glory of God. And in we go on the left
side. And immediately the right side drops to its lowest point,
and we, in the left scale, are hoisted in the air. When it comes to
measuring up to the law of God, we have no weight! And God
is taking it all in. The God who made us is the God who
measures us, and having done so, he pronounces the very same
conclusion as he did with Belshazzar: ‘You have been weighed
in the balances, and found wanting’ (v. 27).

That very night Belshazzar lost his life, but that was a much
smaller loss than the other he experienced, namely eternal
acceptance with God. How do we know that Belshazzar lost
that? The Bible thunderously answers, ‘The wicked shall be
turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God’ (Ps. 9:17).

Is there any hope, then? What can those do who have
become keenly aware of God’s high standard and their own
low performance? The answer is only indirectly given in the
account of Belshazzar. When Daniel was brought in to
interpret the handwriting on the wall, he said, ‘you …
Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, although you knew
…’ (v. 22). Daniel was talking about God’s dealings with
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Belshazzar’s grandfather, King Nebuchadnezzar. Belshazzar
knew about these dealings (v. 22). He knew that God had dealt
with his grandfather in such a way that Nebuchadnezzar was
convinced of the reality of God and humbled himself.

And this is what God requires of us all. He has given us all
kinds of evidence for his truth, and he now requires that we
humble ourselves and accept it, that we stop marching through
life as if we know it all and as if God is nowhere to be found. He
demands that we recognize God as God, recognize ourselves as
his creatures and recognize that our only hope lies in humbling
ourselves before him.

God sent his Son into this world to live in perfect obedience
to the law which we have refused to honour. And then God
nailed him to the cross, where he received the wrath that
sinners deserve for breaking that law.

Now God says that there is forgiveness for all who will own
up to their law-breaking refusal to live for the glory of God.
There is forgiveness because of what Jesus did for sinners on
the cross.

Now, what will you do? Will you humble yourself and
receive that man dying on that cross? It is such a ludicrous and
absurd thing: a man dying on a Roman cross outside Jerusalem
two thousand years ago! But God unrelentingly points to that
man and that cross and says, ‘That is my way of salvation!’

We can scorn that cross and ridicule the teaching that it is
the way of salvation. But as long as we are scorning and
ridiculing, we are not humbling ourselves, and there is no
salvation for us until we admit the truth of that cross and
humble ourselves.

Our lives have been found wanting! But Jesus is the
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sufficient Saviour! The business before us is to face the truth
and receive the Saviour.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

1. Read Romans 11:36 and Revelation 4:11. What do these verses

teach us about the reason why we were created?

2. Read Romans 1:20–23. What does the apostle Paul tell us about

ourselves in relationship to the purpose for which we were created?

TO THINK ABOUT AND DISCUSS

1. What do you think it means to live for God’s glory? How should

living for God’s glory affect the daily decisions we make (for example,

about use of time or money), and our relationships with others?

2. What evidence do you see in the world today that most people are

not living for the glory of God? Examine your own heart: are you truly

living for God’s glory?

67

FACE2FACE: DANIEL

F2F Daniel v5_F2F-daniel  11 August 2010  23:50  Page 67


