
The blessing

So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. Then he went to her, and the Lord

enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. The women said to

Naomi, ‘Praise be to the Lord, who this day has not left you without a

kinsman-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel … The women

living there said ‘Naomi has a son’. And they named him Obed. He was the

father of Jesse, the father of David. Ruth 4:13–17

In the last chapter, we took special note of what Boaz did in order tosecure the redemption of the property that had belonged to Elimelech
and to take Ruth to be his own wife. That was a work in which Ruth

had no part at all, a work that had to be done for her, and in her place. It
represented a purpose of grace that was secured on the ground of law and
was upheld by the law. It was an act of special favour that Boaz showed
Ruth because of the love that burned in his heart for her. Jesus Christ, the
great redeemer of the church, has done his great work for the salvation of
his people by rendering complete obedience to the law of God. Now in
doing so, all the debts of his people, all the law-breaking, all the sins that
they had ever committed have been taken to the cross, to the place of law
and judgement. Now God’s justice is satisfied and the condemnation is
lifted away from the head of God’s people. There is no more condemnation
to those who are in Christ Jesus. 
The young woman who had made her choice in Chapter One to follow

Naomi and to join with the people of God, not only became a fellow-
labourer in Boaz’s fields of harvest, but a fellow-citizen with God’s people
in Bethlehem, and a fellow-heir of God’s promises of covenant blessing.
Redemption has become the ground of marriage, and marriage has become
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the basis for union, consummation and covenant blessing. So we will take
note in the remaining verses of Chapter Four of the bride, the birth and the
blessing of which these verses speak.

Here Comes the Bride
The elders at the city gate, and all who had witnessed the transaction,
invoke the Lord’s blessing on Ruth’s coming into the house of Boaz. We
have noted that the law required that following the death of a husband, it
was the right of the kinsman-redeemer, the dead man’s brother or close
relative, to continue the family name and the family line by undertaking to
be a husband for the widow. This included raising up children, to fill the
place and perpetuate the name of the man who had gone. That is what
Boaz is doing here. Ruth came to Bethlehem as a widow, and as a stranger
in a strange land. When Boaz’s eye fell on her, his heart went out to her. His
fields were open to her, and his riches secured her redemption, which
included both the purchase of the inheritance, and the purchase of his
bride. 
In 4:11 Ruth is compared to Rachel and Leah, the wives of Jacob and

matriarchs of the twelve tribes of Israel. ‘The Lord make the woman that is
come into your house like Rachel and like Leah.’ There is a great contrast
drawn for us throughout the Book of Ruth between the house that Ruth
has left and the house into which she came, between the house that she once
had and the house that she now has. All that belonged to her past is now
truly past; all things have now become new because Ruth has entered into a
new house, into the house of Boaz. 
To know the blessing of God’s salvation means leaving one home in

order to come into another. Psalm 45, which is applied to Christ in
Hebrews 1, speaks of the King’s bride ‘forgetting her people and her
father’s house’ (Psalm 45:10). The King desires to have her. Unless we have
experienced this transition from one dwelling to another, this translation,
as Colossians 1:13 puts it, from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom

The blessing

Exploring Ruth 129

Exploring Ruth v4_Exploring Ruth  12/09/2013  16:07  Page 129



of God’s dear Son, we cannot be Christians. A Christian is a person who
has discovered the blessing of the old yielding to the new, the old ties
dissolved, and a new home and inheritance to be enjoyed.
Perhaps the greatest commentary on these verses is in the great words of

John the Baptist in the New Testament, in John 3:29, as he testified before
his audience that he was not the Messiah. This is what John said: ‘The
bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom
waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s
voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete’. John pictures himself as
the bridegroom’s friend, who shares in the bridegroom’s joy when he is
united to his bride. Jesus Christ is the great bridegroom of his church, and
throughout the Bible—both in the Old Testament (cf. Isaiah 62:4–5) and in
the New (cf. Ephesians 5:25–27, Revelation 21:2, 9–10)—the church is the
bride whom Christ possesses. He has purchased her and brought her in to
his kingdom, he has secured her release from her past way of life, and from
the claims that her old life had upon her. He has made everything new, by
taking her into his own embrace and making her part of his own life, giving
to her a share in his own inheritance, and giving her his own name. 
Ruth is no longer the Moabitess; she is now the wife of Boaz. There is a

progression in the Book of Ruth: in Chapter One, Ruth is far from Boaz; in
Chapter Two she is introduced to him; in Chapter Three she receives a
pledge from him; and in Chapter Four she is brought into his home. She
moves from being estranged from the redeemer to being his bride. She has
come into the town of Boaz, into the fields of Boaz, into the heart of Boaz,
and now into the home of Boaz. Here is the Gospel in the Book of Ruth—a
Gospel of redeeming love, which brings the stranger in, and which unites
those in greatest need to one who can meet that need and make all things
new. Covenant blessings become Ruth’s because she is brought in to Boaz’s
home.
What are these blessings that the bride found in the home of Boaz? I

think that some of them are brought before us in the words of the witnesses
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